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You or someone you know may 
“= have a problem with gambling. 
Help is just a phone call away. 


Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program 
Help Line 1-800-522-4700 


www.problemgambling.nebraska.gov 


Local Provider—Choices Treatment Center 
24/7 Help Line 402-476-2300 


FREE. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 


KEEP IT IN PERSPECTIVE KNOW THE SIGNS 


Feel the need to bet more and more money. 

Are increasingly preoccupied with gambling. 
Neglect work, family, or friends. 

Borrow or steal money to finance your gambling. 
Bet more than you can afford. 

Play again and again trying to win back losses. 


Problem gambling is not a bad habit or a moral 
weakness. It is a serious condition, but with 
treatment, problem gamblers can put the game 
in perspective and make decisions to improve 
their lives. 


When you’re ready to set things right again, 
we're here to help. 


27, CHOICES Choices Treatment Center 
a4 127 South 37th Street, Suite B 
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) Senior tight end Cethan Carter brings a physical 
presence with his blocking that has not been seen at 
the tight end position at Nebraska in some time. He 
also is a good pass catcher and has shown glimpses 
of being a weapon as a rusher. Carter’s all-around 
abilities and size make him a player that the Huskers 
will rely on heavily this season. 
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SECTION 


Huskers Illustrated’s Shane 
CMC omolemiCnsimralait 
senior tight end Cethan Carter 
to discuss his new roles in 
Coach Mike Riley’s offense 

as a rusher, pass catcher and 
blocker, as well as how his high 
school coaches’ connection 
helped him go from Louisi- 
ana to Nebraska. Also in this 
section are feature stories on 
Tommy Armstrong Jr, Nate 
Gerry, Tre Bryant, Charles 
Jackson and Freedom Akin- 
mouladin. 


JOE MIXAN/ HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com MAY/JUNE/JULY 2016 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 7 


SECTION 


Read about who the top 
performers were, who the big- 
gest surprise was, what red- 
shirts are ready to emerge, who 
some of the top transfers and 
newcomers will be plus 

many other storylines that 
came out of spring practices. 
Pictured right: Devine 
Ozigbo breaks free from 

a tackle attempt by 

Aaron Williams during 

the spring game. 
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SECTION 


Senior quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong Jr. exhibited a new 
arsenal of long rushes during 
the 2016 Red-White game. 
Armstrong, who appears to be 
the front runner to start for the 
fourth-consecutive season, is 
hoping to lead the Huskers to 
their most successful season 
under his leadership. 


REGGIE RYDER/ HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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SECTION 


Coming off just the third 
losing season since 1962, the 
Huskers are eager to get back 

on the field this fall and put 
that bad taste behind them. 
The Huskers lost many 
games late in the fourth 
quarter last season as 
opponents made more 
plays down the stretch. 
Read about which teams 
are going to pose the biggest 
threat this season and 

what their best players 

do well. Also read 

about the strengths and 
storylines going on 

at all the other 

Big Ten programs. 
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SS ike Pa odo) 
@ 
ae Tight ends have always been 
i 


eo a big part of Nebraska’s foot- 
= ball history, including Johnny 
Mitchell (pictured to the left). 
_, Some were known for block- 
ing, others for pass catching, 
but once in a while the Husk- 
\ ers seemed to find players who 
. could do both very well. Shane 
G. Gilster looks at some of the 
greatest tight ends to ever play 
for the Huskers and breaks 


down a top 10. 
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OPTIMISM HIGH 
AS RILEY ENTERS 
SECOND SEASON 


HUSKERS STILL HAVE MANY 
QUESTIONS TO ANSWER, 
HARDER SCHEDULE AWAITS 
AS THEY ENTER 2016 


column for the 
annual Huskers Illustrated preseason 
Yearbook, optimism is still high about 
the Husker football program as Mike 
Riley enters his second season leading 
the team. 

Riley has been touring the state 
with Nebraska athletic director Shawn 
Eichorst going from border to border 
promoting improvements within the 
program, answering fan questions and 
using his down-to-earth charm to con- 
nect with the Husker fan base. 

It’s a stark contrast to his prede- 
cessor Bo Pelini, and a major reason 
most fans are willing to overlook the 
6-7 start to his coaching tenure at Ne- 
braska. 

No matter how Nebraska nice folks 
are in the Cornhusker state and how 
nice the head man is, Riley and his 
coaching staff find themselves at a 
critical point this season. 

On paper, the schedule appears sig- 
nificantly harder than last season with 
road trips to Wisconsin, Ohio State 
and Northwestern. 

The Big Ten has pegged these 
games as prime time affairs and many 
view the Huskers as a contender yet 
again in the Western division. 

Optimism is high because Nebraska 
returns a fourth year starting quarter- 
back in Tommy Armstrong Jr. 

Plus the offensive staff seemed to 
find an identity in the bowl game vic- 
tory over UCLA. The “run first and 
often” approach is a tried and true one 


twitter.com/Darrenlvy1 


at Nebraska and NU seems to have the 
personnel to execute such game plans 
in the grind it out Big Ten. 

Plus, the tight end is a loaded po- 
sition this season for Nebraska and 
also could benefit from the play-action 
passes set up by a successful rushing 
attack. 

Riley also brought in a Nebraska 
native in John Parrella to shore up the 
defensive line after Hank Hughes was 
let go. 

Riley was Parrella’s coach with the 
San Diego Chargers and certainly any 
ties to NU’s historic past are reason to 
be optimistic. 

However, Parrella’s task was made 
much harder almost immediately as 
juniors Vincent Valentine and Maliek 
Collins entered the NFL draft, Greg 
McMullen decided to give up football 
and senior Kevin Williams transferred 
to Michigan State. 

Many optimistic fans believe a red- 
shirt year for the Davis twins — Khalil 
and Carlos — has prepared them to plug 
the line. 

If you listen to what Riley had to 
say after the Red-white game and on 
the road, he is optimistic and ready for 
fall practice to arrive. 

Hopefully, that optimism is still 
there by the time NU hits the middle 
of its Big Ten schedule. 


Send me your comments or story ideas to 


darrenivy@huskersillustrated.com. 
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0y{6) 
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soy P40) 
11/3 
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11/23 
12/1 


Date 
8/31 
9/7 
9/14 
9/21 
9/28 
10/5 
10/12 
10/26 
11/2 
NV AKe) 
11/23 
VPA) 
12/7 


Date 
9/5 
9/12 
ARS) 


NEBRASKA’S 
FUTURE FOOTBALL 
OPPONENTS 


2017 SCHEDULE 


Opponent 
Arkansas State 
Oregon 
Nfoyadavelgam lt liareyis 
Rutgers 

i iTateyts 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Purdue 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Penn State 
lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Location 

Taree) lan (=)ey 
Eugene, Ore. 
Taree) lan (=) oy 
Taree) lan (=)ey 
Champaign, Ill. 

Vi FeXe lise) a AYA ISH 
Taree) aman (=)ey 

West Lafayette, Ind. 
Taree) lan (=)ey 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
State College, Pa. 
Taree) lan (=)ey 

au5)D) 


2018 SCHEDULE 


Opponent 

PN acoyn) 
(lo) fo) ¢-Ke(e) 
Troy 
Michigan 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Ohio State 

i iTatey ts 

VV elaltef-Vales) rk) 
lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Location 
Taree) lan (=)ey 
Taree) lan (=) ey 
Taree) aan (=) ey 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Taree) lan (=)ey 

Vi FeXe lise) a AYA ISH 
SVelasicelamli i 
Taree) lan (=) oy 
(Go) [Ulanol¥ken@) aire) 
Taree) aman (=)ey 
Taree) lama (=)ey 
lowa City, la. 
ifatelFelar-l ere) [cya laveR 


2019 SCHEDULE 


Opponent 
South Alabama 
(lo) fo) ¢-Kelo) 
Noyadavelgan lt iiareyis 
i iTateyis 

Ohio State 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
TatelF-Vars) 

Purdue 
Wisconsin 

IW EVau Flare! 

lowa 

Big Ten Game 


Location 

Taree) lama n=) ey 
isXolU|(o (=) pm Ge) om 
Taree) aman (=)ey 
(@lar-Tan}ey-l(elavm lle 
Taree) lan (=)ey 
Taree) laa (=)ey 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Taree) aan (=)ey 

West Lafayette, Ind. 
Taree) lama (=)ey 
College Park, Md. 
Taree) lan (=)ey 

fate Felar-l ere) cya lave R 


2020 SCHEDULE 


Opponent 
TBA 
(@ifarellavar-iu 


Location 
TBD 
Taree) lan (=)on 


Central Michigan Lincoln, Neb. 
Remainder of Games TBA Later 
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Issue Sponsor Feature 


Omaha’s Husker Store 
Husker Hounds set to open third location 


The city of Omaha has Creighton Univer- 
sity and UNO but that doesn’t mean there 
isn’t any Husker fans around. That is why 
Husker Hounds owner Scott Strunc is open- 
ing a third store location. 

“Our new location will be in a brand new 
strip mall by Gordman’s at 149th & West 
Maple Road,” Strunc said. “There is nothing 
out there except homes and Husker fans. 
We are going to reach all of Elkhorn and ev- 
erything north of Dodge Street.” 

Strunc explained that he wasn’t going to 
open a store for the sake of just opening a 
store. He had to have the right ingredients 
from size, location, visibility from the road 
and accessibility. He also needed some 
strong anchor stores next to it. 

“We have had Gordman’s next to us at 
our location on 171st and West Center for 
seven years and found that big box stores 
like that drive business to our store,” he said. 

Strunc wasn’t able to construct his other 
two locations, so this new one gives him a 
chance to lay out the store the way he would 
like it. 

“Our main store was a Hardee’s restau- 
rant so we had to adjust to the space. But 
now we have a rare opportunity to be able 
to build a store from the ground level up,” he 
said. “So the interior setup will be different 
than the other two stores. We learned the 
importance and location of check-out coun- 
ters, bathrooms and lighting.” 

This new Husker Hounds location is plan- 
ning to open no later than August ‘1st. For 
Strunc, this new store isn’t driven by expec- 
tations for a great 2016 Husker football sea- 
son. 

“It is little scary because there are no guar- 
antees anymore with Nebraska football,” he 
said. “Back in the 1990’s you knew they 
were going to play for conference champi- 
onships with a shot at a national title, and 
win at least nine to tens games every year. 
Those were guarantees. Now there is only a 
guarantee they are going to win maybe 5 or 
6 games a year.” 

Last season was hard for Huskers fans. 
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Husker Hounds owner Scott Strunc stands in one of his three Omaha locations. 


But for Husker Hounds whose business 
depends on those fans, it was especially 
disappointing. With a new coach and re- 
newed optimism, Strunc didn’t imagine 
NU finishing the year at 6-7. 

“Our sales dropped off last year and it 
was one of the tougher ones for us espe- 
cially what we prepared for and what we 
got. | thought we were going to be 10-2 
and contend for a conference champion- 
ship. Especially with the players we had 
coming back and the favorable schedule.” 

As the losses kept piling up, Strunc, 
who keeps an eye on the pulse of Husker 
Nation, saw an attitude shift towards the 
end of the season. 

“| think fans were tired of being mad 
and just felt hopeless,” said Strunc about 
last year. “But the Michigan State game 
last year was the best shot of medicine | 
can ever remember with the program in 
a long time. It didn’t save the season but 
it saved some of the fans | think. | felt life 
coming back to them.” 

Even though football drives business, 
it was another NU sport that gave Husk- 
er Hounds a boost in sales and brought 
back fond memories of the good times in 
Husker athletics. 


“Volleyball saved our season last year 
with them winning the national champion- 
ship,” Strunc said. “The timing was per- 
fect as it happened right before Christmas 
when everyone had the Big Red football 
blues.” 

“It was like the good old days of Ne- 
braska football when you had players 
from this state on the team making an 
impact. And it made it even better to beat 
Texas right here in Omaha. The next day 
after they won, we had people standing 
in lines outside both of our stores. | had 
flashbacks to the 1990s with the football 
team winning championships.” 

The 2016 Husker football season is 
fast approaching and once again Strunc 
is gearing up for it. His favorite things to 
do is going to tradeshows and looking at 
catalogs to find new and interesting items 
Husker fans would want. 

“If you only have one team that you 
are going to sell, you better do it good 
and better than anybody else. Being in 
Omaha, we get asked why aren’t we sell- 
ing Creighton and UNO stuff. But | want to 
only be known for one thing.” 

That’s why they are called Husker 
Hounds. 
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PHYSICAL 
THREAT 


Receiver ¢ Blocker « Runner 


Cethan Carter 
Is now an offensive 
weapon for NU 


Story by Shane G. Gilster 
Photos by Joe Mixan, Tony Kiehn & Jimmy Rash 


When Tavita Thompson first met Cethan Carter, 
he saw a kid that he described as A little light in 
the pockets. What he meant by that was the aver- 
age tight end that went to the NFL was around that 
250 to 260-pound range and Carter weighed only 
230. But his weight didnt matter once Thompson 
saw Carter do his thing on the field. 

“T fell in love with his attributes right away, 
Thompson said. “He isnt the biggest guy out 
there but is definitely one of the most physical. 
I also noticed that Cethan was very athletic. The 
way he can run and stretch the field but at the 
same time has the urge for contact; that’s a rare 
thing. 
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“| fell in love with his 
attributes right away. He 
isn't the biggest guy out 

there, but is definitely one 
of the most physical.” 
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Carter might have had the physical attributes but the mental 
and technique side of it was lacking. As Thompson put it, Carter 
was a football player but wasnt a student of football. 

Last year when Carter would step on the field he would only 
halfway know his job. But he got by because of athletic ability 
and instinct. 

“Everything he did was based off of how he felt and instincts,” 
Thompson explained. “He had been surviving off of that but I 
told him eventually you will have to learn technique. Because 
you will run across a guy who is evenly matched with you and the 
difference will be he will have some technique and you won’t.” 

Thompson challenged Carter and asked if he wanted to be 
known just as a receiving tight end and that’s it, or did he want to 
prove himself and be known as a true tight end. 

The light turned on for Carter through the course of last sea- 
son. His production on the field became evident in the last two 
games of the season. 

The game at Rutgers was his coming out party as he caught 
four passes for 57 yards and a touchdown. He also added a 32- 
yard touchdown run. 

Then against lowa he caught another four passes for a career- 
high 76 yards. But it was his contribution off the field that Thomp- 
son noticed the biggest change in his tight end. It was sometime 
toward the end of the season and we were watching film. 

“Cethan was usually the quiet guy sitting in the corner, but all 
of a sudden he started talking and I’m like, ‘Who is this guy?’ 
Now when we turn on the game film, he is the one talking about 


i, 
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technique and scheme. Those conversations we have now would 
have never happened when I first got here. When he started to talk 
in our meeting rooms, thats when things started to change for him 
and make sense.” 

And there is also a lot more talking on the field. 

Thompson likes how Carter is talking to the offensive tackles 
and receivers, to make sure everyone is on the same page but still 
be able to execute his own job. The more familiar he became 
with the offense, he began to get more vocal and demand things 
of other people. 

“That’s when the people around him started to play better to,” 
Thompson said. “That’s when you start becoming a leader and 
model for others to take after.” 

So it comes at no surprise that fellow teammates have noticed 
a big difference in Carter’s transformation into a complete player. 

“Cethan got thrown in the fire as a true freshman because his 
athleticism allowed him to be successful. But over the years he 
has become a really smart guy on the field so he is the whole 
package now,” said senior tight end Sam Cotton. 

Carter is one of three senior tight ends. 

The others being Cotton and Trey Foster. This makes that po- 
sition unique in terms of flexibility and how they complement 
each other. 

“We all have our different skill sets; things that each of us is 
better at than the other. That helps make us a complete unit. The 
offense can use us more in different ways and we have shown the 
coaches that we are reliable enough to get different kinds of jobs 
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done,” Foster said. 

One job that developed last season for the tight end was the 
end around play. It was something NU didn’t use in a game until 
the end of last season. 

“Coach Langsdorf brought up the idea of doing end arounds 
with Cethan towards the end of last season,” Thompson said. “He 
asked us what we thought and if Cethan could do it, so we dis- 
cussed it and decided to give it a try. The first time we practiced 
it the play looked pretty good so we continued to practice it for 
about two to three weeks before running it in a game.” 

The first time Nebraska ran it was against Rutgers early in the 
first quarter. On a third and three, the Huskers were lined up in an 
Off-set I-formation. 

Quarterback Tommy Armstrong faked the hand off to his run- 
ning back and gave it to Carter who came around from his tight 
end position. With a nice kickout block from lineman Alex Lew- 
is, Carter got around the end, and with fullback Andy Janovich 
leading the way, scored on a 32-yard run. 

The second time NU called that same play was in the Foster 
Farms Bowl game against UCLA. With the Huskers facing a third 
down late in the fourth quarter, and needing a first down to put the 


waite a ; 
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game away, Carter’s number was called for an end around. 

The result was a 16-yard gain giving Nebraska the win. 

Even though that play was only called twice during the season, 
it was Carter’s favorite play to run. 

“On the end around you have to follow your blockers. Let the 
fullback get out first and block the cornerback, then let the tackle 
get up to the safety and linebacker and the rest is up to you. I get 
really excited running that play, I can feel it in my stomach,” he 
said. 

So will we see more end arounds this fall? 

When asked, Carter just smiled and said, “Time will tell...we’ll 
see what happens this fall.” 

But now the cat is out of the bag, Nebraska is content to use 
that play when they feel it will be the most effective to surprise 
defenses. 

“Tt gives defenses just another thing they have to worry about 
and that’s ideal for our offense,” Thompson said. “We never had 
a tight end to run the end around at Oregon State while I was 
there. I coached some athletes similar to Cethan but not nearly as 
explosive. He is one of those guys who has the speed, mobility, 
and agility to get around the edge.” 
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Carter became a versatile threat in high school 


tay oe) Wises are 


Story by Shane G. Gilster * Photo Courtesy of Archbishop Rummel High School 


Archbishop Rummel High School Coach Jay Roth likes physical football which 
is why Cethan Carter was so important to the team’s success. 

“We ran an old Nebraska power offense, so it was very important to have a full- 
back and tight end like Cethan in that offense,’ said Roth who has coached there 
since 1995. “I just loved to watch Cethan block. He blocked like he was a big tight 
end that weighed around 280 pounds.’ 

“As a blocker once he got his hands on you that was it, he was going to block 
and drive you all over. Very seldom do you see a guy that can line up in the back 
field as a fullback and then play tight end,” Roth added. 

The competition Carter played against was the highest in the state of Louisiana. 
Even more impressive was when Carter was a senior, Archbishop Rummel won 
the Class 5A state championship and was undefeated at 14-0. 

“Cethan developed into an H-Back and was on the field every down,’ Roth 
said. “He lined up as a tight end and also as a fullback. He was just a great block- 
er. He later emerged as a pass catcher. He also could carry the ball as a pitch back; 
that’s the kind of athlete he was.’ 
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Even though Archbishop 
Rummel was a run-based 
offense, Carter still caught 23 
passes for over 400 yards and 
five touchdowns. In the state 
championship game, he caught 
5 passes for 74 yards and a 
touchdown. 

You can say that Carter is 
a late bloomer in football. In 
fact, ifit wasn't for Roth, Carter 
wouldnt have even tried out 
for football back when he was 
a freshman. 

“T went to Archbishop 
Rummel for basketball, I had 
no interest in playing football,” 
Carter said. “But Coach Roth 
convinced me to try out.” 

Once Carter gave football 
a chance, he slowly worked 
his way on the field. But the 
reason he didn’t make more of 
an impact his freshman and 
sophomore years was due to 
his weight. 

“He came in as a basketball 
player and wasnt a guy who 
gained a lot of weight. He 
was always around 190 — 200 
pounds. We wanted him at 
tight end because that was the 
position where we could get 
him on the field right away,” 
Roth said. 

“Cethan played sparingly as 
a sophomore and then came 
on his junior year. He was 
6-foot-3 but was always in bas- 
ketball shape. He could never 
gain the weight for football. He 
got up to 220 as a senior but 
that was it. I think the reason 
he didn't get more offers out of 


“Nebraska looked at the big picture and saw him as an athlete. 
They knew once they got him there he was going to gain weight. 
It helped that they were the first to offer Cethan. I also knew Bo 


Pelini when he coached as LSU and I coached their assistant coach 
Terry Joseph in high school and was a personal friend of his.” 
mite] ameeXeialele) mexer-(e1amer-\Val nce) ial 


high school was because of this 
weight?” 

Nebraska has always been 
traditionally known for having 
one of the best strength and 
conditioning programs in the 
country. So if anybody could 
put the weight on Carter, they 
could. Also, the Nebraska 
coaching staff had a previous 
connection with Roth and 
Archbishop Rummel. 

“Nebraska looked at the 
big picture and saw him as an 
athlete,” Roth said. “They knew 
once they got him there he was 
going to gain weight. It helped 
they were the first to offer 
Cethan. I also knew Bo Pelini 
when he coached at LSU and I 
coached their assistant coach 
Terry Joseph in high school 
and was a personal friend of 
his.” 

Even before Pelini and 
Joseph, Nebraska has had good 
success recruiting the state of 
Louisiana and have maintained 
it through the years. 

“Nebraska always has had 
some type of connection to 
Louisiana,’ Roth said. “From 
years ago with Jack Pierce 
recruiting the state to get guys 


like Neil Smith and Mickey 
Joseph. But Cethan is the first 
one from our high school to 
play at Nebraska.” 

Early on, the Huskers didn’t 
have too much recruiting com- 
petition for Carter. They were 
his first offer and he remained 
loyal to them even when the 
instate schools came in later 
to recruit him. LSU offered 
Carter a grayshirt and full-ride 
offers came from the likes of 
Miami, Memphis, Southern 
Miss, Louisiana Tech, Tu- 
lane, Louisiana-Lafayette and 
Florida International. 

Roth has followed Carter's 
career at Nebraska and still 
talks to him. He could see that 
the first two years were frus- 
trating for his former player 
but now that has changed 
when Mike Riley became the 
head. 

“His foot injuries slowed. 
him down and the offense they 
were running at Nebraska his 
first two years didn’t use the 
tight end as much,’ Roth said. 
“But he is excited about it now 
because when he was back 
here over Christmas he said 
that he was going to go back 


to Nebraska for his senior year 
to get his degree and another 
year playing at Nebraska would 
be great for him. The offense 
Nebraska has now fits his style 
of play and that was one of the 
main reasons he wanted to 
come back for his senior year.” 

Roth can see the growth and 
maturity Carter has developed 
while at Nebraska. Every time 
he comes back to New Orleans 
he stops by the high school to 
talk. 

“He comes back to talk to 
our kids about getting ready to 
work hard and not think just 
because you get a scholarship 
you can just show up when you 
get to college. He gave them 
a lot of motivational talk and 
insight on what it is like to play 
football at a major college,” 
Roth said. 

Carter has become a great 
role model for these high 
school kids but that doesn’t 
surprise Roth. 

“He is a very quiet kid but 
is one of the finest gentle- 
man you'll ever come across,” 
Roth said. “He was a pleasure 
to coach, very unselfish and 
always had the team first.” 


Huskers Loving Louisiana Connection 


Current Members of 2016 Nebraska Football Team From the State of Louisiana. 

QB Destrehan, La. (Tulane) (Jesuit) 

TE New Orleans, LA (Archbishop Rummel) 
New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 
New Orleans, La. (Fresno State) (Lusher) 
New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
New Orleans, La. (Warren Easton) 
Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep) (C.E. Byrd) 
Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 


13 Tanner Lee 
1l Cethan Carter 


Tyrin Ferguson 
Keyan Williams 
Stanley Morgan Jr. 
Pernell Jefferson 
Kieron Williams 


Alonzo Moore 
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EYES ON THE GOAL 


Armstrong aims to block out noise, focus on final season 


Story by Vincent Pena « Photo by Jimmy Rash 


It’s his fourth and final year as a Husker, and by the time it’s all 
said and done, Tommy Armstrong Jr. may be the record holder for 
nearly every career offensive statistic for quarterbacks. 

He’s led the Huskers through the better part of three seasons, 
compiling a 22-11 record in games he started. But despite his 
relative success in Lincoln, Armstrong has been unable to dodge 
the same questions that have followed him since his first year at 
Nebraska. 

Will he be able to become a consistent passer? 

Can he throw from the pocke and beat teams with his arm? 

Can the Huskers be a real contender with Armstrong at quar- 
terback? 

These are all questions that have been asked, and still con- 
tinue to be asked, given Armstrong’s, and the rest of the team’s, 
struggles during a 6-7 season in 2015. 

But with his last chance to leave a mark on this program, be- 
sides in the record books, Armstrong is ready to silence all doubt- 
ers, and there are many out there. 

“I’m just starting to understand a lot more than I did last year,” 
Armstrong said one day after a spring practice. “I think Coach 
[Danny] Langsdorf has helped us out a lot as a quarterback unit and 
as a whole of understanding where we need to go with the ball.” 

That’s been one big problem for Armstrong throughout his 
career, consistency in finding the open guy and making good 
throws. Armstrong has a career 54 percent completion rating, 
which is not up to expectations. His 55.2 percent clip in 2015 
was good for 86th out of 114 qualified passers in FBS. To say 
he has struggled in that area would be an understatement. But 
equally wrong would be to deny Armstrong’s importance to this 
team outside of his passing ability. 

While Armstrong is a good runner and can make plays with his 
feet, it’s the leadership he brings to the table. Sounds cliché, but 
a lot can be said about the ability to lead a team through a new 
coaching staff, the program’s worst season in the last 50 years, 
and a sexual assault accusation. Armstrong has been the epitome 
of a good leader throughout all of that. 

When Armstrong first arrived in Lincoln, he says a few of the 
older guys took him under their wing to help the young quarter- 
back adjust to being a college quarterback. They instilled in him 
a sense of belonging, solidarity and confidence. 

“They would just tell me, hey this is how we’re going to do 
certain things, and we expect you to know this and that and we 
don’t care about what people say. You’re our quarterback. At the 
end of the day we’re going to trust in everything you do,” Arm- 
strong said. 

Now that Armstrong is looking at his last year in scarlet and 
cream, he’s trying to pass that same confidence and wisdom to 
the next generation of quarterbacks at Nebraska, specifically the 
uber-talented freshman Patrick O’Brien. 

O’Brien and Armstrong have a lot in common. Armstrong was 
the No. 5 overall quarterback recruit in 2011 coming out of high 


school, and got offers from the likes of Oregon, TCU and UCLA. 
Likewise, O’Brien was one of the highest-rated quarterback pros- 
pects this year, and the No. | QB in California. Both came to Ne- 
braska with a bunch of hype and expectations. If there’s anyone 
who can prepare the young quarterback on the rigors of being the 
starting quarterback at Nebraska, it’s Armstrong. 

Armstrong biggest advice so far? Stay off social media. 

“T always tell POB this, just stay off Twitter,” said Armstrong. 
“Tt gets to him sometimes, it gets to me sometimes, but you just 
got to understand that your family, the people you’re around here, 
[they’re] the people that matter the most. 

He added, “It’s not how many followers you got, or who tweet- 
ed this person or who tweeted that person. It’s about being here 
and being ready to accept that role whenever he gets a chance to 
and being able to understand it’s more than Twitter or Instagram 
or Facebook. The people that matter the most are the guys in here 
working their tails off.” 

Facebook and Twitter aside, Armstrong has a lot on his plate 
heading into the season. The same lofty expectations for Big Red 
apply this year as they always do. Only the Huskers usually aren’t 
coming off a 6-7 season, so the pressure to perform is mounting. 

Of course, Armstrong isn’t worried about the perception of 
people outside the locker room. He knows what the team is ca- 
pable of. 

“We don’t go into any game like, ‘Ah we’re going to lose this 
game.’ We going into every game like we’re going to win, and 
that’s our motto,” Armstrong said confidently. 

“We’re the best team in the nation. Sometimes it doesn’t go 
well and sometimes it does, but at the end of the day, it’s how we 
respond towards it. Last year it didn’t go as well as we wanted it 
to go. We came up short a lot of times. But we saw what we were 
capable of.” 

It might be a stretch to say, considering all the talent that Arm- 
strong has played with over the last three seasons, but this may be 
Armstrong’s best chance to get the Huskers over the proverbial 
hump and back into contention for a Big Ten championship. 

Optimists within and outside the program point to all the close 
loses for the Huskers last year as a sign that they’re almost there, 
attributing the lack of success to being unlucky. The more pes- 
simistic of the Husker faithful tend to think that seven losses, 
including bad ones to Purdue and Illinois, are a sign of worse 
things to come. 

Armstrong scoffs at the notion that he’s under any pressure to 
go out with a bang in his last year. Now that he’s got another year 
of head coach Mike Riley’s system under his belt, he knows this 
team is better than what it showed last year. 

“We don’t go into the season thinking, let’s go win eight games 
or just seven games or go .500. We expect to win every game. We 
prepare every game. We wouldn’t prepare if we didn’t think we 
were going to win and that’s what we’re focused on,” Armstrong 
said. 


Removing the Target 


Nate Gerry looks to finish career strong 


Story by Vincent Pena * Photo by Mitch Otto 


Surrounded by several reporters after one of the final spring practices, Nate Gerry calmly responds to the onslaught 
of questions being fired at him in succession. 

Questions about the defense, the secondary in particular, are coming from all over, but Gerry is unfazed. 
Surely he’s used to it by now, this being his fourth and final year at Nebraska. He answers questions like a pro. 
Questions about what he likes about the team’s progress during spring — “I saw a lot of consistency;” what 
he needs to work on — “Just footwork and small details like that;” and even a question about his thoughts 
on the new unlimited texting rule for recruiting — “I wouldn’t have liked it... I just think it’s too much.” 

But perhaps the biggest question he faces heading into this season is one that wasn’t asked in the 
media session following that spring practice. 

The big question revolves around whether the senior safety can lead this defense back to where it 
was several years ago, and whether he can overcome the unfortunate ending to last season that saw 
him get ejected from the final two games against Iowa and UCLA for controversial targeting calls. 

At times, Nate Gerry has been one of the best players on the Nebraska defense since he showed 
up in Lincoln in 2013. 

The Sioux Falls, South Dakota native has been both praised and criticized for his play in the 
secondary, as is natural for the guy who acts as the last line of defense on a unit that has been 
known to give up a big play or two. 

However, to be fair, almost every big defensive play for Nebraska seems to involve Gerry. 

After earning second-team all Big ten for the second straight year, it was arguably the sea- 
son in which Gerry excelled most as an individual, but the team in general struggled. 

Last season Gerry led the team in tackles with 79, in addition to a team-high four inter- 
ceptions and seven pass break-ups. 

But the defense as a whole ranked in the bottom half of the FBS in total defense (66th), 
yards allowed per game (71st), pass defense (122nd), points allowed (72nd), and points 
per game allowed (76th). 

In his own words, Gerry struggled fundamentally last season, and he says he was the 
victim of his own poor mechanics, like taking unnecessary steps or bouncing around too 
much. 

“You could kind of say I was a little uncomfortable back there,” Gerry said. “If you watch 
film now you can tell I’m a lot more comfortable back there and I’m doing the little things right 
with my eyes and my footwork kind of working together.” 

Gerry said he feels more comfortable this spring. This comes in spite of a wave of changes for the 
Huskers defense, including several coaching changes and a new tackling technique introduced in spring practice. 

That’s obviously an area where the Huskers, and Gerry individually, have struggled in the past, but so far the changes seem to 
be working. 

“I think we’ve got a lot to prove to Husker nation, especially as a secondary,” Gerry said. “We weren’t where we wanted to be 
last year but I felt we made a huge improvement from the front on.” 

In the team’s scrimmage the Saturday before the Spring Game, the defense only missed one tackle. 

“It was actually a nice pay by the running back. It was a stiff arm,” says Gerry, giving credit where it’s due. 

Gerry will be the veteran captain of the defense this season with the departure of fellow senior defensive end Greg McMullen. 
McMullen announced after the spring game that he would be leaving the Huskers to focus on his academic career, leaving a gap- 
ing hole on the Huskers defense in more ways than one. 

“It’s going to be tough for the team because you know Greg is one of those senior leaders, one of those loud people you look 
up to as a good role model for everybody on the team,” Gerry said. “He’s a veteran player that when you get down in the fourth 
quarter he’s one of those guys you want to count on so you know having him gone is going to be tough.” 
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“I think we’ve got a 
lot to prove to Husker 
nation, especially as a 
secondary. We weren’t 

where we wanted to 
be last year but | felt 
we made a huge 
improvement from 
the front on” 


Nate Gerry 
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Ready to Run 


Tre Bryant is preparing to play this fall 


Story and photo by Shane G. Gilster 


Last season Devine Ozigbo was a true freshman who contributed 
in the backfield for the Huskers and this year we may see another with 
Tre Bryant. 

Bryant, who is Nebraska’s only running back recruit in the class 
of 2016, would have come to Lincoln even if NU would have signed 
other running backs. 

“T wasn’t looking to be the only one because I realize once you get 
up to the collegiate level, there is going to be competition. It just hap- 
pened I was the only running back in the class,” said Bryant who was 
the No. 3 player in Missouri, the nation’s No. 269 overall prospect and 
No. 8 running back by 247Sports this past recruiting year. 

Bryant did his research on Nebraska and knew about their rich run- 
ning back tradition. He mentioned how he liked the way Lawrence 
Phillips played. 

But times have changed for running backs at NU and in today’s 
game of college football. We no longer see many offenses with a fea- 
tured back who totes the rock 25-30 times a game, it is more about 
spreading the ball around and getting your offensive weapons in 
space. 

“T like an offense that spreads the ball around with a bunch of play- 
makers,” Bryant said. My favorite players to watch are guys in the 
NFL like De’Anthony Thomas and Tavon Austin; ones that are just 
exciting playmakers that can score at any time.” 

But Bryant is also a playmaker that can score as evidence of his 
senior season at Christian Brothers College High School in St. Louis. 
He had 30 rushing touchdowns, two TD receptions and a 98-yard 
kickoff return for a score. 

“My goal every time I touch the ball is to get to the end zone,” he 
said. 

That type of mentality is something you need to have as a running 
back but you also have to have the physical traits to go along with that. 

For Bryant that part comes easy for him according to his high 
school running back coach and strength and conditioning coordinator 
Derek Pitts. 

“Tre has always been a bigger kid for his age, but his development 
has been amazing. His work ethic is tremendous; he strives to get 
stronger and faster. He always had a desire to be in the weight room 
to get better,” Pitts said. 

“As a freshman Tre was around 165-175 pounds but that was pretty 
big for a 14-year old freshman. I don’t think he played a down for the 
freshman team, he immediately went to the junior varsity and varsity. 
His size matched that of the junior and seniors so he was always able 
to compete at that level.” 

But as a true freshman at the college level, Bryant isn’t going to 
be physically just as good as juniors and seniors in the Big Ten. Or 
will he? 

“His size and strength levels will come to fit the Big Ten style,” 
said Pitts who compares Bryant to Ezekiel Elliott who played at Ohio 
State. “He played this past season at 195 pounds and right now he 
is up around 205, and that is all pure muscle. With the strength and 
conditioning regiment Nebraska has, Tre will have no problem getting 
up to 215-220. He can carry that weight without losing his speed and 
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explosiveness.” 

Bryant’s 40-yard dash speed is somewhere in the 4.5 range. That 
made him deadly in high school. “He was our big-play guy,” Pitts 
said. “He can go 60-70 yards in a heartbeat; that is hard to find with 
the level of competition we have been playing.” 

If Bryant is to compete for playing time at Nebraska, he will need 
to crack a lineup that features experienced upperclassmen with se- 
niors Terrell Newby and Jordan Nelson, junior Adam Taylor and 
sophomores Mikale Wilbon, Austin Rose and Ozigbo. 

But Pitts is extremely confident his guy can make the transition to 
college and be carrying the football this fall for the Huskers. 

“T don’t see any reason why Tre cannot contribute immediately as 
a freshman at Nebraska. That is his main goal and why he is work- 
ing so hard in the weight room to prepare. He will have no problem 
adjusting to the playbook, no problem adjusting to the strength and 
speed levels of the game in college. I am looking forward to watching 
him compete as a true freshman at Nebraska.” 

Bryant doesn’t come right out and say he is for sure going to play 
this fall but seeing Ozigbo play as a true freshman last season gives 
him encouragement. 

“Tt shows they will play the best person and if you come in and 
work with your head on straight, you will be able to get a shot. Any 
way I can get on the field is fine with me, whether it is at running 
back, returning kickoffs or just holding the kicks,” he said. 

If I was a betting man I would put my money on Bryant returning 
kickoffs. He may indeed see time at running back by mid-season but 
with kickoff returns being a weakness last year, a kid who excelled at 
it in high school is something NU desperately needs. 

And by the way he talks about it, Bryant seems to be a natural fit. 

“To be successful in kickoffs you have to set the angles and 
blocks,” he explains. “Everybody won’t get blocked but if you can 
get a couple of key ones, then you can make something happen. I take 
the strider approach and once I see the cut then I gotta go. If you go 
really fast at the start you can run into somebody because everyone 
else is going 100 miles an hour. I gauge everyone’s angles and set it 
up, and once I see the crease I just hit it and go.” 

When he arrives in Lincoln in June, Bryant will hit the ground run- 
ning as he only will have two months before fall camp. But he seems 
ready for it and will continue to work and prepare over the summer. 

“Coach Pitts has been there during my high school career, he has 
helped me get ready for the next level physically and mentally,” he 
said. “I don’t want to focus too much about playing this year because 
then you will start to become nervous and not do as well. Everybody 
wants to come and play right away as a freshman and I am no dif- 
ferent. I want to make sure I am ready to do that because I have that 
competitiveness in me.” 

If Bryant does see the field, maybe he will get another one of his 
wishes and have the jersey number he wants. In high school he wore 
number 8 but in college he would like to wear number 16. 

“The meaning behind it is 8 plus 8 because I want to be 2xs the 
player I was in high school and that 2016 is the year I hope everything 
changes for me,” he said. 
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A New Perspective 
Child changes Charles Jackson's outlook 


Story by Darren Ivy ¢ Photos by Darren Ivy and Joe Mixan 


The trend for many players in college football right now is to 
graduate and then go to another college for a final year. 

Kevin Williams and Paul Thurston both chose to leave the NU 
program this spring. 

Another, Greg McMullen, chose to give up football and focus 
on his career path. 

One veteran Nebraska player who is planning to finish things 
out in Lincoln is fifth-year senior Charles Jackson. 

Yes that Charles Jackson, who originally signed back in 2011 
and saw action in all NU’s games in 2012 and 2013 as a freshman 
and sophomore. 

Two knee injuries since then and the addition of several young 
defensive backs has pushed Jackson down the depth charts and 
into the shadows. 

But the 5-foot-10, 180-pound Spring, Texas native is not ready 
to give up. 

He came back into the spotlight again after the spring game, 
not so much for his play, but more for the little guy he brought 
with him to the post-game press interviews. 

Jackson’s then 5-month-old son Ryker, sat in his lap, while 
his daddy answer questions about football and what continues to 
drive him to battle back and play again for the Huskers. 

“You’re looking at him right now,” said Jackson, pointing to 
Ryker. “My son. My family. My closest friends. At the end of the 
day, I love football and it’s just something I’ve been doing since 
Day 1, since I was a little kid. It’s always what ve wanted to 
do. Why not stick with it and do the best I can and see what the 
outcome will be?” 

Jackson, a four-star recruit out of Klein High School, faced 
academic obstacles initially getting into Nebraska. 

He finally arrived on campus in 2012 and played in all 13 
games his freshman season, primarily on special teams, where he 
made a name for himself with his aggressive style of play. 

He again played in all 13 games as sophomore, primarily on 
special teams. 

When fall camp started in 2014, Jackson was listed as the top 
cornerback. 

“He’s really become a student of the game,” former Husker 
coach Bo Pelini said that summer. “The guy works really hard at 
football. It’s important to him. ... I think he’s going to have a good 
year for us. I really do. And it’s to his credit. He’s really worked 
his butt off.” 

During fall practice, Jackson injured his knee and missed the 
rest of the season on a medical redshirt. He battled back onto the 
field in 2015, but one game into the season, he suffered another 
knee injury and missed the rest of the season. 

So other than young Ryker, what really made Jackson come 
back for more. 

“Perseverance. You’ve got to just fight and keep fighting,” he 
said. “Sometimes things just don’t go your way. You’ve just got 
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Charles Jackson holds his son, Ryker, during a postgame interview af- 
ter the Red-White game. Jackson has overcome much during his time in 
Lincoln and credits his son for providing motivation to come back after 
his second major knee injury. 

to keep fighting. Keep faith in God. Keep going.” 

Jackson made four tackles in the spring game and more impor- 
tantly got through spring without any new injuries. 

“I’m definitely using this as a springboard going into the fall 
and I think my chances of playing are a lot better now that I actu- 
ally went through an entire spring healthy, and got better every 
single day, and learned the playbook,” Jackson says. “There’s al- 
ways something new that I’m learning every single day and that’s 
the way football should be.” 

Being the poster child for injuries, Jackson tries to be a good 
teammate to those who also suffer some bad luck and get hurt. 

“I just stayed in their heads, just saying, “Keep working hard, 
you never know what the outcome’s going to be.’” 

Jackson is hoping the outcome might be a chance to play on 
Sundays and provide a living for his young son. 

If that doesn’t come to be, he’s glad for the opportunity to fin- 
ish his career at Nebraska. 
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Flexing for Freedom 


Akinmoladun finds himself in leadership role 


Story by Vincent Pena « Photo by Joe Mixan 


By this point, most Nebraska fans already have heard about 
the exodus of defensive lineman from the Huskers’ program. 

It started with Vincent Valentine and Maliek Collins both 
forgoing their final year of eligibility and heading to the NFL. 

And then Greg McMullen announced he was leaving the 
program after the spring game. Kevin Williams left the pro- 
gram in search of other football opportunities. Also gone is 
Jack Gangwish, the lone graduating senior up front, as well as 
the confidence in a defensive line that last season ranked in the 
top 10 nationally in stopping the run. 

Even head coach Mike Riley, ever the optimist, didn’t sound 
too confident about the state of his once-formidable defensive 
line. 

“Well it’s obviously not easy to lose four defensive tackles 
who all had eligibility to come back,” Riley said. “We can’t 
hide from that, but that’s not necessarily a good thing.” 

But alas, there is reason for hope. 

Or, more appropriately, there is Freedom. 

Freedom Akinmoladun is just one of a few reasons (don’t 
forget the Davis twins) the Huskers defensive line shouldn’t 
skip a beat in 2016. 

Who better to fill in for the departed McMullen than his 
backup from last season? 

And who better to begin a new era with than a guy named 
Freedom Akinmoladun? 

Despite only playing in 11 games last season on the line, 
Akinmoladun is the bearer of the great expectations that come 
with being the key player on the most important part of the 
defense. 

“I kind of find it as a challenge,” said Akinmoladun when 
asked how he feels about the newfound expectations. 

But then he added, “I really don’t pay attention to that stuff, 
I’m sorry. I’m one of those humble guys who relaxes, gets his 
schoolwork done, gets to the film room and then goes to sleep. 
That’s my typical day.” 

It’s this type of attitude that has propelled him into this role 
after switching from tight end during his redshirt year. 

Akinmoladun gave Husker fans a glimpse of his potential 
in the first game of 2015 against BYU, when the 6-foot-4, 
255-pound defensive end recorded the first of his 4.5 sacks on 
the season, which was tied for the most on the team. 

As a matter of fact, the Grandview, Missouri native had quite 
a year in spite of only playing in 11 games due to injury. 

In addition to the team-high sack total, he also tallied the 
second most tackles for loss and added four quarterback hur- 
ries. 

Next year those totals will undoubtedly rise — as the expec- 
tations for him have — and throughout spring, it seemed liked 
he improved every day. 
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“T think that almost minute to minute he’s getting better do- 
ing more stuff,” Riley said one day after spring practice. “And 
we need Freedom to elevate into that guy that might be our pass 
rusher.” 

He’s surely going to be the number one pass rusher next year 
for the Huskers, but luckily he doesn’t have to carry that re- 
sponsibility on his own. 

Senior tackle Ross Dzuris will start opposite Akinmoladun at 
defensive end, and the pair figures to be a force to be reckoned 
with. 

“T really play comfortable with having Ross on that side be- 
cause he knows what he’s doing,” Akinmoladun said. “He has 
that experience and I know if I have a question I can look over 
there and say, ‘Hey what are we doing?’ and he’II tell me.” 

The rest of the defensive line will include the aforementioned 
Davis twins, Carlos and Kahlil, as well as Kevin Maurice and 
A.J. Natter, all of whom could be big factors in stopping the run 
game and getting after the quarterback. 

Whereas last season, the defensive line seemed to lack some 
speed off the edge, this group doesn’t think that will be a prob- 
lem this time around. 

“We have speed,” Natter said. “We’ve been toning down on 
the technique and I think that’s going to help us in showing our 
speed.” 

A lot of that confidence comes naturally, but some of it has 
been instilled by new defensive line coach John Parrella, the 
former Husker and NFL defensive lineman, who has brought a 
new energy and motivation to the line. 

“[Coach Parrella] tells us, we can either be a good defensive 
line or a great defensive line, and of course we want to be a 
great defensive line, even if that means we stay after and do 
more work than everybody else,’ Akinmoladun said. 

With all the upside, it’s hard not be excited about Akinmola- 
dun and company. 

“I think that right now we’re going to be a solid defensive 
line,” Riley said. “We’re still looking for us to continue to de- 
velop as individual pass rushers.” 

Right now, Akinmoladun just focuses on getting better ev- 
eryday. 

“Pass-rushing is an art,” he said. “You have to continue do- 
ing it, and you can’t stop 

So while it seemed like Riley was a little doubtful at the be- 
ginning of his press conference following the spring game, he 
couldn’t last too long with expressing some sort of optimism 
regarding his depleted defensive front. 

“I think this group is a great group that’ll work hard,” Ri- 
ley said, before adding. “We’ll be absolutely fine. We might be 
better than fine, because those are some good football players 
there.” 
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Drill 


By Darren Ivy, Michael Bruntz & Michael Schaefer 


Throughout the years the Red-White 
game has served as an opportunity for 
players lower down the depth chart to 
play in Memorial Stadium and make 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

This year’s Rudy story was Papillion- 
LaVista South graduate Kyle Kasun, who 
intercepted a Patrick O’Brien pass as time 
expired to score six points for the White 
team and give the defense a 46-41 victory 
before 72,922 at Memorial Stadium. 

“IT knew it was the last play, so I just 
tried to stay deep,” he said. “I didn’t want 
them to score a touchdown. I just went 
for the ball. When I got interviewed out 
on the field, I looked up and saw the 
scoreboard and saw we won, so that was 
big.” 

Two and a half weeks before the Spring 
game Kasun wasn't even on the team but 
instead was a regular student at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 

Then came the open tryout for the 
Husker football team in late March 

Kasun and about 20 players showed 
up for combine drills and footwork 
drills, but only Kasun got an invitation to 


Kyle Kasuniis interviewed by 
reporters after Nebraska's 
Springigame. 
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join the team. 

“He was the one guy we picked from 
that tryout and of course he makes a life- 
time-memory play for him,” NU coach 
Mike Riley said of the 6-foot, 180-pound- 
er. “He's a really good kid and he looked 
good in the tryout” 

Kasun wasn't sure if he had made a 
good enough impression, but he did get 
a call to come by the football offices a few 
days later. 

“They actually didn't tell me,” he said. 
“T didn’t know exactly if 1 made the team 
or not, but I started signing some paper- 
work, and they all the sudden said, ‘So 
now that you're on the team? 

“T was like, ‘’'m on the team? Nice 

Being the newest member of the team, 
Kasun said he is still getting to know all 
of his new teammates and vice versa. 

Senior linebacker Michael Rose-Ivey 
admitted after the spring game he didn't 
even know Kasun’s name, but he was glad 
to have him on the team. 

“This is embarrassing, but I don’t,” the 
senior linebacker said. 

Linebacker Josh Banderas said he had 
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only recently met Kasun in the weight 
room. 

“IT am sure we will get to know him 
much better after this game,” Banderas 
said. 

Kasun wasnt sure he would get to play 
in the spring game since he was so new 
and still learning. 

“T didn't know if I was going to even 
play in the spring game, because I didn't 
know if everyone suited up,” Kasun said. 
“Tt was exciting to actually be out here 
and play, and get some reps in, and that 
catch in the end there, that was pretty 
cool.” 

Kasun has been a lifelong Husker fan 
and had season tickets during the fall. 

But he admitted it was hard to watch. 

“It was tough for me, because it was a 
childhood dream to play for the Husk- 
ers, he said. “When they were walking 
out (for) the Tunnel Walk every game, 
I was crying because I wanted that to be 
me. I was expecting some tears today, but 
I didn’t have any.” 

Maybe when the stadium is full next 
fall, Kasun said 
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Utter makes Remington 
Award watch list 

Its award watch-list season, 
and the Rimington Award, giv- 
en annually to the nation’s top 
center released a list of 57 play- 
ers on its 2016 watch list. 

Nebraska senior Dylan Ut- 
ter was one of six players from 
the Big Ten included on the list. 

Utter makes the move to 
center in 2016 after starting 
all 13 games at guard last sea- 
son for the Huskers. A former 
walk-on, Utter was put on 
scholarship prior to the 2015 
season. 

In his career, Utter has ap- 
peared in 19 games, making 
14 starts. One of Utter’s starts 
came at center in the Holiday 
Bowl two years ago against 
USC. 

Utter will be batting for 
the starting job at center with 
redshirt freshman Michael 
Decker after senior-to-be Paul 
Thurston transferred following 
spring practice. 


Kalu named to Lott Impact 
Trophy watch list 

Nebraska cornerback Joshua 
Kalu has been named to the 
Lott Impact Trophy watch list. 
Kalu was one of 42 defensive 
players named to the preseason 
list, which looks for high char- 
acter defensive players both on 
and off the field. 

As a sophomore Kalu had a 
terrific season for the Huskers 
with 75 tackles and three inter- 
ceptions. He earned an honor- 
able All-Big Ten mention. Kalu 
also shined off the field as he 
was named to Nebraska Schol- 
ar-Athlete Honor Roll and was 
honored by the athletic depart- 
ment for his community out- 
reach, which involved working 
with Make A Wish, NFL Play 
60 and various local hospital 
and rec center events. 

The Huskers will be counting 
on Kalu to lock down one half 
of the field opposite fellow jun- 
ior cornerback Chris Jones this 
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upcoming season. 


Tony Butler ready to make 
impact as a freshman 

Nebraska defensive back 
signee Tony Butler had a good 
spring. 

The 6-foot-2, 205-pound de- 
fender will start off his Husker 
career at safety. Butler said 
he’s been in good contact with 
the Nebraska staff, which has 
stressed that he has an opportu- 
nity to earn playing time with a 
good summer and fall camp. 

The fact Butler is in this po- 
sition at all is because of the 
health of his shoulder. 

The defender _ originally 
thought he might have to have 
surgery to repair a labrum tear 
in his shoulder, but instead was 
able to rehab his way through it. 

“Tjust worked with the physi- 
cal therapist,” he said. “I was full 
range motion around March” 

The Huskers will be looking 
to see who among Butler and 
JoJo Domann can contribute 
early in their career. Those two 
could also be joined by 2016 
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defensive back signee Marquel 
Dismuke, who may start out at 
cornerback first this summer. 

Butler committed to Ne- 
braska in January and signed in 
February. 


Spielman has surgery to 

repair broken knee cap 

Nebraska signee JD Spielman 
had surgery to repair a broken 
knee cap he suffered while play- 
ing lacrosse this spring. Spiel- 
man 

The wide receiver is still 
planning to enroll in June and 
continue his rehab while in Lin- 
coln. The tentative timeframe 
has him slated for a return to 
action in July. 

The offseason surgery com- 
bined with Nebraska's strength 
at wide receiver might push 
Spielman toward a redshirt as 
a freshman. Previously, it was 
thought he might crack the ros- 
ter because of his abilities on 
special teams. 

Spielman, who won Minne- 
sota Gatorade Player of the Year, 
committed to Nebraska in Au- 


gust and then went on to have a 
terrific senior season with Eden 
Prairie as a running back, fin- 
ishing with 1,259 yards and 19 
touchdowns on 102 carries. At 
the college level Spielman will 
be playing wide receiver, but 
he still put up good numbers 
there despite spending most of 
his time in the backfield, catch- 
ing 13 passes for 203 yards and 
two touchdowns. Spielman 
also returned three returns for 
touchdowns and two defensive 
scores. 


Several Husker players 

leave program 

Former Nebraska center Paul 
Thurston has signed papers and 
will play his senior season at 
Colorado State, the family said. 

Thurston earned his under- 
graduate degree at Nebraska in 
the spring and has one year of 
eligibility remaining. 

Thurston, a Colorado native, 
appeared in all 13 games last 
season, seeing his most exten- 
sive action in the Foster Farms 
Bowl, when Ryne Reeves left 
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with a leg injury. Because of class 
conflicts, Thurston was only able 
to participate in spring practices 
on Saturdays, and was battling with 
Dylan Utter and Michael Decker for 
the starting job at center. 

The 6-foot-5, 295-pounder ap- 
peared in 23 games in his Nebraska 
career and was a former four-star 
recruit out of Arvada West High 
School. 

Kevin Williams, a senior defen- 
sive tackle, will be leaving to join 
Michigan State. 

“Tt was a little bit of everything 
on why I wanted to come to Michi- 
gan State,” Williams said in a state- 
ment. “I had a previous relationship 
with the coaching staff during the 
recruiting process in high school. I 
also got a good idea of how the pro- 
gram was run by being in the same 


conference. I knew that even after 
coming to Nebraska, Michigan 
State would have been a good route 
to go as well out of high school. 'm 
excited to be a part of a champion- 
ship level program” 

The 6-foot-2, 275-pound Wil- 
liams is expected to play right away 
for the Spartans. 

“We're excited about the addi- 
tion of Kevin to our football team,” 
MSU coach Mark Dantonio said 
in a statement. “We had a chance 
to get to know him during the re- 
cruiting process. He has the talent 
and experience to immediately 
contribute to our defense this sea- 
son. 

Williams played in 23 games at 
Nebraska, starting four times and 
recording 27 tackles with three 
sacks and 10 tackles for loss. 
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NU’S TOP THIRD-ROUND 
NFL DRAFT CHOICES 


Offensive Guard 
1993, Kansas City Chiefs 


Fullback 
1986, San Francisico 49ers 


Running Back, 
1998, Seattle Seahawks 


Offensive Tackle 
1997, Oakland Raiders 


Cornerback 
1996, Green Bay Packers 


With Vincent Valentine and Maliek Collins both 
being drafted in the third round of this year’s 
NFL Draft, they added to Nebraska's long list of 
draftees. Offensive lineman Spencer Long was 
NU'‘s last third-rounder in 2014. The first third- 
rounder was Dennis Claridge by Green Bay back 
in 1963. Other notable third-round Husker picks 
through the years include quarterbacks Eric 
Crouch and Scott Frost as well as running back 
Calvin Jones and lineman Brendan Stai. 
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Drill 


After the spring game, Riley 
also announced that junior de- 
fensive tackle Greg McMullen 
was leaving the program. 

“Greg McMullen is finishing 
his degree, he’s already been 
accepted and granted an as- 
sistantship in grad school and 
he’s going to work with youth 
in our area,” Riley said. “Since 
he has his degree, he wants to 
go on with his life. He’s made 
a decision to not play football 
anymore. He has a vision for 
where he wants to go and what 
he wants to do and I’m proud 
of what he has done for this 


school and this team.” 

McMullen had previously 
been taking a “leave of ab- 
sence,’ and Riley said at the 
time he didn't expect that Mc- 
Mullen would opt to end his 
career. 

McMullen told the team be- 
fore spring game that he was 
choosing to end his career. 

“T think he thought it all 
through in a Greg McMullen- 
type fashion, and made the de- 
cision, ‘this is where I want to 
go with my life” 

McMullen had been a key 
lineman last season. 


discus. 
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Carlos Davis, 
right, and 
Khalil Davis, 
left, helped 
NU’s track 
team win the 
Big Ten title by 
placing in the 


Khalil Davis and Carlos Da- 
vis aren't just getting it done on 
the football field. 

The redshirt freshmen de- 
fensive tackles competed in the 
discus at the Big Ten Outdoor 
Conference Championships in 
Lincoln. 

Khalil Davis took third in 
the Big Ten with a throw of 
184-feet, 4.25 inches — the 
throw was a personal best for 
Khalil Davis. Carlos Davis 
finished behind his brother in 
seventh place with a throw of 


177-feet, 10 inches. 

“We've been doing it for so 
long it’s kind of routine” Car- 
los said. “If you want it, you're 
going to keep doing it. We love 
track. It’s hard to give it up? 

Their efforts helped the Ne- 
braska track and field team win 
the conference meet. 

“They know our team is at 
the level that you have to be 
able to score in the conference 
championship to assure your- 
self a roster spot for the Big Ten 
meet; throws coach Scott Cap- 
pos said. “They’ve definitely 
proven themselves.” 


Fullbacks want to stay 

in spotlight this season 

Seldom does a college foot- 
ball team, or any football team 
for that matter, see as much 
success out of its fullback as 
Nebraska enjoyed last year. 

As you remember, senior 
fullback Andy Janovich was a 
focal point of the 2015 Husk- 
ers offense, capturing the 
hearts of the Big Red fan base 
with his big runs, hard hits, 
and a style of play reminiscent 
of the Huskers of old. 

So naturally, those facing 
the task of replacing him have 
a lot on their plate. The three 
vying for the starting job, 
however — Graham Nabity, 
Harrison Jordan, and Luke 
McNitt — aren't daunted by 
the prospect. Being a fullback 
is tough business, but it’s a 
challenge that all three guys 
accept head on. The question 
is whether the man who wins 
the starting job in the fall 
will see the ball as much as 
Janovich did last season. 

Janovich rushed for 265 
yards on while playing in 13 
games last season, and was 
a sparkplug offensively in 
games against Wisconsin, 
Southern Miss, Michigan 
State and UCLA. While he 
finished fourth on the team 
in rushing, he led all Husker 
backs with 6.3 yards per carry. 

The stats may not look 
that great at first glance, but 
Janovich’s impact was evident, 
albeit somewhat of a surprise. 

“Janovich, you know, the 
whole team didn’t know that 
was going to happen,’ Nabity 
said. “We're really curious to 
see what kind of options we 
get? 

Nabity, Jordan and McNitt 
split a lot of the time at full- 
back during spring practice, 
and the competition is likely 
to continue into fall camp. It’s 
somewhat of a luxury, having 
this much competition for the 
fullback position, and some- 
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thing that bodes well for Ne- 
braska this fall. 


All three bring a different 
skill set to the table, which 
could provide some versatil- 
ity at a position that generally 
doesn't have a lot. 

Nabity, a former walk-on 
from Elkhorn High in Omaha, 
played running back in high 
school and has played mostly 
on special teams in his four 
years with the Huskers. But 
the senior is big and athletic 
and can catch balls out of the 
backfield, something Janovich 
did very well a year ago. 

Jordan, like Nabity, is also a 
former walk-on from Omaha, 
albeit hailing from Westside 
High, and has played a large 
role on special teams as well. 
And while Nabity is the more 
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athletic of the two, Jordan is 
the prototypical fullback. He 
runs downhill, hits hard, and 
is a good blocker. 

The third guy in the mix, 
McNitt, may be the best ath- 
lete of the bunch. The junior 
from Kearney is primarily a 
tight end but will potentially 
be used out of the backfield as 
well. 

Its hard to pick between 
them, something they all ad- 
mit when asked about the 
other two. 

“Luke can do it all; he’s a 
good athlete. He played quar- 
terback, tight end, everything, 
so he’s good,” Jordan gushed 
about his teammates. “Gra- 
ham’s obviously an athlete, he 
used to play running back, so 
they're both really good ath- 


——— aa 
LN 


é 
re 


letes and they’re good compe- 
tition to have.” 

“It's been a very equal bat- 
tle. Luke’s a stud, and Harry’s 
a stud, as you guys know,” Na- 
bity said. “We just all have a 
different type of style so we're 
all just really curious to see 
how they're going to use us.” 

At the end of the day, they 
all would like the starting job, 
and there’s a lot to be deter- 
mined as fall camp nears. But 
this group is also one of the 
more unselfish ones on the 
team. 

“Obviously I want to be the 
starting fullback. That’s always 
the goal, and that’s been the 
goal since I was little so that’s 
what I'm going to work for,’ 
Jordan said, adding that we 
would also be fine with block- 
ing if that’s all that’s asked of 
him. 

Jordan definitely fits the 
typical mold at the posi- 
tion. Nabity admits the oth- 
ers might be better blockers, 
but he hopes his skill set will 
set him apart by the team fall 
rolls around. 

“Personally, I think I would 
really allow a dual-threat hav- 
ing a fullback that can go out 
there and catch and get the 
first downs as well as the run- 
ning back,” he said. 

With so many questions yet 
to be answered for the run- 
ning backs on the team, this 
group looks to once again be 
as source of consistency for a 
team that had trouble finding 
some last season. 

While there’s no guarantee 
Nabity, Jordan or McNitt will 
be breaking off late-game 55- 
yard touchdowns like their 
former teammate Janovich 
did a year ago, you can expect 
some excitement out of the 
fullback position. 

“T think we'll be the leaders 
of the offense, Jordan claims 
confidently. “We're going to 
be running it down defenses 
throats.” 
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Offesnsive lineman Sam Hahn 
picks up Austin Rose afer his seven-yard touchdown run. 
Senior tight end Sam Cotton makes a catch for the red team. 
Wide receiver Blake Holtmeier goes out on a route. The 
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CLOCKWISE FROM BOTTOM LEFT: Eric Lee Jr. gets some help bringing down the Red team player. Freshman quarterback Patrick O’Brien made his debut 
for the Huskers. He tries to avoid he pass rush on this particular play. Defensive tackle Kevin Maurice brings down the ball carrier. Bryan Reimers goes up 
for a catch attempt over the outstretched arm of defensive back Jeremiah Stovall. Running back Graham Nabity gets stood up by Dedrick Young and Josh 
Banderas. 
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RED-WHITE GAME SUMMARY 


SCORING 


April 16, 2016 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Attendance: 72,992 

Score by Quarters 1 2 3 4 Totals 
RED (Offense) 11 10 8 41 
WHITE (Defense) 8 5 25 46 


Weather: Temperature: 67 degrees * Wind: SSE 11 (gusting to 22 mph) * Weather: Cloudy with 73 percent humidity 


Kickoff: 1:06 p.m.; Time of Game: 2:22 


Scoring Summary 

Quarter Points Team Play Score Time 
1st 1 Red Newby 23-yard run Red 1, White 0 

1st 1 Red Ozigbo 22-yard run Red 2, White 0 

1st at Red 3 first downs on drive Red 3, White 0 

1st* 6 Red Newby 1-yard touchdown run Red 9, White 0 (15:08) 
1st 1 Red Brown PAT (Good) Red 10, White 0 

1st 2 White 3 and out Red 10, White 2 

1st 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 10, White 3 (11:59) 
1st 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 10, White 4 

1st 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 10, White 5 (4:45) 
1st 2 White 3 and out Red 10, White 7 

1st 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 10, White 8 (3:02) 
1st 1 Red 4th down conversion Red 11, White 8 

2nd 3 White Drew Brown 50-yard field goal (missed) Red 11, White 11 (17:53) 
2nd 1 Red Armstrong 44-yard run Red 12, White 11 

2nd* 6 Red Wilbon 6-yard TD run Red 18, White 11 

2nd 1 Red Drew Brown PAT (Good) Red 19, White 11 (13:35) 
2nd 2 White Fyfe Sack (Akinmoladun, C. Davis) Red 19, White 13 

2nd 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 19, White 14 

2nd 1 Red Cotton 25-yard catch Red 20, White 14 

2nd 2 White 4th down stop Red 20, White 16 (0:42) 
2nd* 3 Red Drew Brown Field Goal (Good) Red 23, White 16 (0:00) 
3rd 1 Red 3 first downs on drive Red 24, White 16 

3rd* 7 Red Armstrong 37-yard run (TD + 20-yard run) Red 31, White 16 (15:22) 
3rd 2 White 3 and Out Red 31, White 18 

3rd 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 31, White 19 

3rd 1 Red Pass (Fife-Mazour, 22 yards) Red 32, White 19 

3rd 2 White 4th Down Stop Red 32, White 21 

3rd 1 Red 3 first downs on drive Red 33, White 21 

4th 2 White 4th Down Stop Red 33. White 23 (19:51) 
4th 2 White Sack (Lopez - 12) Red 33, White 25 

4th 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 33. White 26 

4th 2 White 4th Down Stop Red 33. White 28 

4th 2 White 4th Down Stop Red 33. White 30 

4th 1 White Stop before +40 yard line Red 33. White 31 

4th 2 White 3rd and Out Red 33. White 33 (8:30) 
4th 1 Red Fourth Down Conversion Red 34, White 33 

4th 1 Red Rose 23-yard yard run Red 35. White 33 

4th* 6 Red Rose 7-yard TD run Red 41, White 33 (4:59) 
4th 2 White 4th Down Stop Red 41, White 35 

4th 2 White 3 and out Red 41, White 38 

4th 2 White 4th down Stop Red 41, White 40 

4th 1 White Stop before +40 yard line (forced punt) Red 41, White 40 

4th 6 White Interception (Kyle Kason) Red 41, White 46 
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TEAM STATS 


WHITE RED 
FIRST DOWNS 0 32 
Rushing 0 16 
Passing 0 16 
Penalty 0 0 
NET YARDS RUSHING 343 
Rushing Attempts 64 
Average Per Rush 0 5.4 
Rushing Touchdowns 4 
Yards Gained Rushing 382 
Yards Lost Rushing 39 
NET YARDS PASSING 301 
Completions-Attempts-Int --  33-58-1 
Average Per Attempt 0 5.2 
Average Per Completion 0 9.1 
Passing Touchdowns 0 
TOTAL OFFENSIVE YARDS 0 644 
Total offensive plays 0 122 
Average Gain Per Play 0.0 Bad) 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 0-0 3-0 
Penalties: Number-Yards 0-0 8-58 
PUNTS-YARDS - 6-289 
Average Yards Per Punt 48.2 
Net Yards Per Punt 0 40.8 
Inside 20 1 
50+ Yards 3 
Touchbacks 2 
Fair catch 2 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 2-128 4-129 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 64 32.3 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 56 20.3 
Touchbacks 0 2 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 1-4-0 0-0-0 
Average Per Return 4 0 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yards-TD 1-16-0 2-48-0 
Average Per Return 16 24 
Interceptions: Number-Yards-TD 1-2-0 0-0-0 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yards - - 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 
Possession Time 09:39 70:21 
1st Quarter 00:00 20:00 
2nd Quarter 00:00 20:00 
3rd Quarter 00:00 20:00 
4th Quarter 09:39 10:21 
Third-Down Conversions OofO 5of 23 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of O 3 of 9 
Red Zone Scores-Chances 0 of O 2 of 2 
Touchdowns 0 2 
Field Goals 0 of O 0 of O 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 3-24 - 
PAT Kicks - 2-2 
Field Goals of 1 of 2 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


MICHAEL SPOMER/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


ABOVE: Redshirt freshman Noah Johnson carries the 
ball during the Spring game. BELOW: Freshman Der- 
rion Grim lines up for a route during the Spring game. 


= -_ 
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RED-WHITE GAME SUMMARY 


INDIVIDUAL OFFENSIVE STATS 


WHITE 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg 
Totals 0 
Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack 
Totals -- 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
Totals 
Punting No. Yds _ Avg Long In20 TB 
Totals 

Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds Lg| No Yds Lg| No Yds Lg 
Jones, Chris 1 4 4 O 0 oO; O 0 O 
Kasun, Kyle 0 0 60 0 0 =O 1 2 2 
TEAM 0 0 Oo 1 16 16 O 0 O 
Totals 1 4 4 1 16 16 #1 2 2 
Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Sutcliffe, J. 1 64 yards 64 0 0 
Stovall, J. 1 64 yards 64 0 0 
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RED 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Avg 
Armstrong Jr. 6 120 0 120 1 44 20 
Newby, Terrell 6 48 0 48 1 23 8 
Bush, AJ 6 43 1 42 O17 7 
Rose, Austin 4 32 0 32 #1 24 8 
Wilbon, Mikale 8 34 3 31 111 39 
Ozigbo, Devine 5 31 0 31 022 6.2 
Taylor, Adam 4 14 1 #13 0 7 3.3 
Fyfe, Ryker 7 26 14 #12 #O17 #214,7 
Johnson, Noah 3 7 0 7 O 4 — 2.3 
Grim, Derrion 1 5 0 5 0 5 BY 
Nabity, Graham 4 6 1 5 0 3 1.3 
Totals 64 382 39 343 4 44 54 
Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack 
Armstrong Jr. 8-15-0 80 0 25 0 
Bush, AJ 4-12-0 35 O 13 0 
O'Brien, P. 6-10-1 59 O 17 1 
Fyfe, Ryker 15-21-0 127 0 22 2 
Totals 33-58-1 301 O 25 3 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
Classen, Brett 4 33 0 15 
Nelson, Jordan 4 32 0 12 
Cotton, Sam 3 40 0 25 
Pelzer, Brady 2 39 0 22 
Foster, Trey 2 25 0 18 
Morgan Jr., S. 2 21 0 11 
Nabity, Graham 2 17 0 12 
Wilbon, Mikale 2 16 0 10 
Grim, Derrion 2 15 0 11 
Betka, Ty 1 13 0 13 
Rahn, Gabe 1 10 0 10 
Totals 33 301 0 25 
Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB 
Foltz, Sam 3 154 51.3 55 1 #1 
Armstrong, I. 2 63 31.5 35 0 0 
TEAM 1 72 72.0 72 0 dl 
Totals 6 289 48.2 72 1 2 
Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds Lg} No Yds Lg] No Yds Lg 
Mazour, Wyatt 0 0 oF 1 24 24 #40 0 0 
Reilly, Brandon 0 0 oF 1 24 24 #20 0 0 
Totals 0 0 Oo} 2 48 24 =O 0 0 
Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result 
Brown, Drew 2nd = 17:53 50 yards missed 
Brown, Drew 2nd 00:00 47 yards good 
Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Sutcliffe, J. 1 38 yards 38 0 0 
Lindsay, S. 1 56 yards 56 0 0 
TEAM 2 35 yards 17.5 2 0 


INDIVIDUAL DEFENSIVE STATS 


WHITE 


Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds 


FF FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 


52 
1 
15 
36 
21 
35 
49 


Lee Jr., Eric 
Williams, Aaron 
Anderson, Avery 
Banderas, Josh 
Joseph, Boaz 
Rose-lvey, M. 
Karel, Reid 
Jackson, C. 
Stovall, J. 
Weber, Chris 
Weinmaster, J. 
Lopez, Joel 
Anderson, Fyn 
Newby, Marcus 
Young, Dedrick 
Kalu, Joshua 
Barry, Mohamed 
Gerry, Nate 
Williams, K. 
Davis, Alex 
Zlab, Tanner 
Ferguson, Tyrin 
Evans, Erik 
Dzuris, Ross 
Neal, DaiShon 
Rath, Logan 
Newell, Peyton 
Gifford, Luke 
Kasun, Kyle 
Lazaro, Noah 
Koley, C. 
Jarzynka, Matt 
Brugmann, Jared 
Boryca, Alex 
Maurice, Kevin 
Simpson, Brad 
Cleveland, B. 
Owen, Dylan 
Akinmoladun, F. 
Davis, Khalil 
TEAM 


~N 
fee) 
1 
1 


1.0-7 1.0-7 
= 0.5-1 
1.0-5 1.0-5 


FOFPDOORKRFPOOHPRFRPORPRPRONEFKRPHEHENONHEFNOWHEHENFWNWWNNW)YED 
ORFPOKRRFPRPOOHFPRFPODOHFPOHFPNONNNNFPWHENFWOWWNWEHENNNW BW UB 
PRP RP RrPRPRPRPRPRPRPHP PRE NNNWWWWWsoNoNwwnwnwnwnvnP PPP HPHPUUUDOON 
1 
1 


Totals 


# RED Solo 


uw 
ao 
ao 
WwW 


119 3-24 10.0-37 


Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF 


FR-Yds Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 


Totals 


0- 0.0- 0 


0-0 0-0 0 0 0 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


Barry learned and grew during his redshirt year 


Read daily Husker re- 
ports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


REDSHIRT SEASONS ARE OFTEN tough 
for football players, and in the case of linebacker 
Mohamed Barry, his redshirt season was a mixed 
bag. 

Barry, who came to Nebraska with a partially 
torn labrum, decided to have surgery during 
fall camp, forcing him to miss the 2015 season. 
There were the usual feelings of frustration and 
homesickness that came along with that, but for 
Barry, there was also quite a bit of good that ac- 
companied the decision. 

Barry got healthy, he put on good weight and 
more importantly, he got his academic house in 
order. 

“The season, it helped me put on weight, 
it helped me get better in school, I got better 
in school and finished with a 3.6 and put on 
good weight,” Barry said. “In high school, I 
was honestly mad because of that. Freshman 
year I didn’t come in with school first, athlet- 
ics second, but this time it was 
school then athletics. Getting that 
freshman year solidified with a 3.6 
it was great. In high school it was 
a way different story. It was real 
painful, and I learned my lesson. 
They motivated me day by day, 
but it was really me being mature 
and being self motivated.” 

Barry gives plenty of credit to 
linebackers coach Trent Bray with 
not only being the reason he is 
at Nebraska, but for also helping 
him through a trying first season 
on campus. Barry was missing 
football, and Bray made sure he 
stayed engaged despite not being 
on the field. 

“I’m a real emotional player,” 
Barry said. “I feel like I love the 
game more than anyone, and me 
not having that outlet of playing football, it af- 
fected me in many ways. Coach Bray was my 
counselor. We got real close during that period. 
He came to me more than I came to him. He 
checked up on me. He made sure I was all right. 
Any time he felt like there was space growing, 
he made sure, he closed that deficit.” 

Aside from spending the early years of his life 
in the African nation of Guinea, Barry hadn’t 
spent much time at all away from Georgia. When 
it came time for a college decision, Barry was 
mulling a choice between Miami and Nebraska. 
It was Bray’s straight-forward approach that 
helped sell Barry and ease his mother’s worries. 

“TI miss home, and my mom gave me her 
blessing when making the decision between Ne- 
braska and Miami,” Barry said. “My mom said 
she wouldn’t sleep well with me going to Miami, 
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“T am a real 
emotional player. 
I feel like I love 
the game more 
than anyone, 
and me not hav- 
ing that outlet of 
playing football, 
it affected me in 
many ways. Coach 
Bray was my 
counselor.” 


so it was an easy decision. She’s sleeping 
good right now.” 

With mom comfortable, Barry got to 
work this spring earning playing time. Up 
to 225 pounds, Barry is playing outside 
linebacker and learning the nuances of 
the position. A gifted linebacker who 
can play in space, the key for Barry this 
spring is showing a better understanding 
of the minute details of the position. 

The 2015 season saw a number of 
Nebraska’s 2015 recruiting class red- 
shirt — especially those on defense. Twins 
Khalil Davis and Carlos Davis, as well 
as defensive ends Alex Davis and Dais- 
hon Neal sat out last season. All will be 
expected to contribute immediately this 
season. Redshirt years were key periods 
of growth for each player. 

Barry expects a role on special teams 
this fall — a role he welcomes 
and played well in high 
school. He has spent extra 
time with veterans Michael 
Rose-Ivey and Josh Banderas 
learning techniques and keys 
during the offseason. 

“T have been making plays 
in practice, it’s just the little 
stuff that’s preventing me 
from getting to where I want 
to be,” Barry said. “Be- 
ing a linebacker in college 
compared with high school 
is so different. Everything 
changes. In high school it’s 
so simple. They make it 
simple. In college it has to 
be one of the most complex 
positions.” 

One player from whom Barry draws 
motivation is former Husker Lavonte Da- 
vid. Both David and Barry have similar 
builds and skill sets, and Barry said he 
spent an evening a few weeks ago watch- 
ing highlights of David at Nebraska. 

While watching film with Bray before 
the start of spring break, Barry saw David 
walk by in the Nebraska football offices. 
He introduced himself, snapped a picture, 
and the two began following one another 
on Instagram. 

“T look up to him because we have the 
same stature,” Barry said. “I met him, 
and we look exactly alike. How he plays, 
he looks to make plays and he wants to 
make plays. He wants to change how peo- 
ple look at linebackers — guys who 
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Huskers aim to fill Important positions 


The addition of Matt Sichterman puts ‘Nebras- 


ka in a much better place with offensive tackles. 
The Huskers came into the cycle needing a mini- 


mum of two offensive tackles and could take as _ 
many as four given the numbers on the current | 


roster. 


However, with Sichterman and previous com- _ 
mitment Brenden Jaimes in the fold, it moves the | 


position down the list of most pressing needs. 


Here’s a look at which three other positions are 
now most important for Nebraska to finish off the = } 
cycle and a few names of interest at each position. 


Were cheating and blending two spots into | 
one, but can you blame us? The Huskers have De- | 
ontre Thomas and could take several more defen- _ 
sive linemen in the class. The numbers are fluid — 
as the Huskers and new defensive line coach John | 
Parrella are still trying to figure out what they © 
have on campus before determining how many | 


reinforcements are needed. 


The Huskers likely take at least two defensive © 
ends and two defensive tackles. If the numbers _ 
are less than that it’s because guys like Alex Da- | 
vis, the Davis twins, Daishon Neal, Peyton Newell 
_ cidental. The tight end was a big weapon at 
_ Oregon State and the senior seems poised 
DJ. Johnson - The Huskers would love to add | 
_ to get him the ball. Nebraska is selling it and 
_ graduate assistant Tavita Thompson seems to 


and others emerge as good fits for Parrella and his 
coaching. 


this northern California defensive lineman. Ne- 
braska stopped by his school a couple weeks ago 


and he does have a friendship with prized 2016 | 


signee Lamar Jackson. 
Ryan Johnson - One of the first calls Parrella 


to get the four-star in for an official visit this fall. 
Jacob Lichtenstein - A favorite of the 


247Sports evaluation staff, Lichtenstein could — 
play all over the defensive line. Nebraska dropped | 
by to see him in May and are one of his early fa- 
vorites. This lineman from Florida could see his - 
_ would give the Huskers a true fullback, a po- 
_ sition Andy Janovich made important again 
: at Nebraska. Miles is the son of LSU coach | 
_ Les Miles, but he doesn’t have interest in 
_ staying in Baton Rogue. 

vid Englehaupt, Matt Snyder and Jack Stoll. The - 
Huskers have a collection of bodies, but does it 


stock rise nationally this summer. 


Nebraska has a commitment from Austin 
Allen and in recent cycles have brought in Da- 


have the next Cethan Carter in the fold? 
Carter's emergence and Nebraska's resurgence 
last November certainly seem more than coin- 
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to have a big season if the Huskers are able 


have the ear of a number of recruits. 
The Huskers had also considered the 


JUCO route here, but the guess is it'll be two 
made after taking the job was to this defensive _ high school tight ends and an H-Back/full- 


lineman in Alabama. The Huskers are working 


back type player. 
Josh Falo - Nebraska would love to bring 


_ in Falo to pair with Allen. The northern Cali- 
fornia tight end is one of the best at his po- — 
sition for the 2017 cycle and Thompson has | 
could be the biggest addition for the class 
_as a top 10 player. Holmes’ two teammates, 


been working to get a summer visit. 
Ben Miles - Not a tight end, but Miles 


Honestly with tackle off the list there's a 


lot of different positions that could be third 
on this list. However, as Mike Riley has 


_ 
>» 


Xi 


247SPORTS 


preached time and time again, you can never 
have too many good corners. The Huskers 


_ are hoping to finish with two in the class - 
_ potentially three - with one maybe moving 
- to safety. 


This position also has several big names 


that are very interested in Nebraska in this 
_ recruiting cycle. 


The Huskers have DiCaprio Bootle, Mar- 
quel Dismuke, Lamar Jackson and Eric Lee 


_ lined up behind juniors Chris Jones and 
_ Joshua Kalu. 


Darnay Holmes - Nebraska top target 
on the board, this two-way five-star player 


Tristan Gebbia and Keyshawn Johnson, are 
already committed to the Huskers. 
Deommodore Lenoir - One of the rap- 


_ idly rising defensive backs in the 2017 class, 
' Lenoir has added offers from Alabama, Flor- 
_ ida and USC this spring. The Huskers have 
a good shot to add both Lenoir and his high 


school teammate Rahyme Johnson in the 
class. Both visited for the Red-White game 
in April. 


Big Ten Schools leading way in early 2017 football recruiting 


NU’s Current 2017 Commitments 
247Sports Composite Ranking Natl Rank: 16 « Big-Ten Rank: 6 « Avg Rating: 0.8769 


Story by Steve Wiltfong, 247Sports 


As the calendar turns to summer on 
the recruiting trail, it’s the Big Ten with 
by far the most teams ranked inside 
the Top25 of the 247Sports Recruiting 
Rankings with nine. 

Ohio State leads the way as they are 
trying to run away with the country’s 
top class. 

Following the Buckeyes you have... 
No. 8 Michigan 
No. 11 Iowa 
No. 12 Northwestern 
No. 15 Maryland 
No. 16 Nebraska 
No. 19 Wisconsin 
No. 21 Penn State 
No. 23 Rutgers 

Back to the Big Ten, the Buckeyes 13 
commits are highlighted by two five- 
stars and 10 more four-stars. Josh Myers 
and Jake Moretti are in the discussion as 
the nation’s top offensive line prospects, 
Shaun Wade is in the mix as the coun- 
try’s top cornerback and safety Isaiah 
Pryor, running back JK Dobbins and de- 
fensive tackle Haskell Garrett join those 
guys as Top100 recruits. 

MICHIGAN is looking for a top-five 
class for a second-straight year. The jewel 
thus far is the country’s top-ranked quar- 
terback per the 247Sports Composite in 
five-star Dylan McCaffrey. I also really 
like the running back duo of O’Maury 
Samuels and AJ Dillon. No school will 
sign a more talented duo of backs in the 
country when comparing size and speed. 

THE HAWKEYES are loading up in 
the trenches led by five-star defensive 
end AJ Epenesa and defensive tackle 
Juan Harris, two that are in the conversa- 
tion as the country’s best at their respec- 
tive positions. 247Sports ranks offensive 
linemen Tristan Wirfs and Mark Kallen- 
berger as Top247 recruits. 

NORTHWESTERN has been the 
thorn in the side of Big 12 powers thus 
far landing five out of Texas led by de- 
fensive linemen Sam Miller and Earnest 
Brown and the No. 2 recruit in Kansas in 
defensive end Trevor Kent. 

MARYLAND has been winning in 
the DMV under the new staff with the 
biggest get coming from local product in 
five-star defensive end Joshua Kaindoh. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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Other nice recruiting wins include the 
top quarterback in the area in four-star 
Kasim Hill, four-star defensive tackle 
Cam Spence and touted offensive tackle 
Jordan McNair. Perhaps the steal of the 
class is linebacker Ayinde Eley, a coach's 
kid who brings, great size, upside and 
physicality to the position. 

NEBRASKA'S class is headlined by 
their top quarterback target Tristan Geb- 
bia along with Top247 linebacker Avery 
Roberts and four-star receiver Keyshawn 
Johnson. Sunshine state linebacker Wil- 
lie Hampton could be a steal out of Flor- 
ida, and Deontre Thomas has the tools 
to be a very disruptive interior defensive 
lineman. 

THE BADGERS have had a couple 
big wins on the offensive line, land- 
ing Top247 offensive guard and legacy 
Kayden Lyles back in October and then 
beating Notre Dame out for the No. 1 
recruit in the state in four-star offensive 
tackle Tyler Beach in April. Quarterback 
Jack Coan, defensive end Izayah Green- 
May and cornerback Madison Cone are 
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three three-stars I love and tight end 
Jake Ferguson is about to shoot up the 
247Sports rankings after dominating 
Saturday’s Nike Football The Opening 
Regional. 

PENN STATE has eight commits 
and it’s exciting to see how the Nittany 
Lions continue to bolster the defensive 
line with two good ones already in the 
boat in Top247 recruit Yetur Matos and 
Damion Barber. Linebacker is a big need 
for LBU and Dylan Rivers is a nice start. 
Top247 offensive guard CJ Thorpe is one 
of three offensive linemen already com- 
mitted and the current jewel of the class. 

The new RUTGERS staff is making 
quick inroads at home with eight of 10 
commits coming from in-state includ- 
ing two ranked in the top five in Top247 
offensive lineman Micah Clark and re- 
ceiver Bo Melton. 

MICHIGAN STATE has finished in 
the Top25 the last three years on Na- 
tional Signing Day. Checking in at No. 
28 right now the Spartans have several 
high-profile prospects in play. 


RECRUITING NEWS 


Recruiting Results 


Former player Parrella brings unique coaching approach 
Story by Michael Schaefer * Photos by Reggie Ryder and from Huskers Illustrated Archives 


_ 


It only took two days of phone conver- 
sations for Dante Holmes to determine 
he’d rather play for someone like Nebras- 
ka’s new defensive line coach John Parrel- 
la when both were at Northern Michigan 
than utilize one of his other options. 

The former NMU Wildcat recalled their 
conversations two years ago and how Par- 
rella was very easy to trust during a dif- 
ficult process. Holmes, who started out at 
Liberty before transferring to community 
college, said he found a coach who could 
listen, who provide advice and someone 
he felt could teach both about football but 
also about being a man. 

“Coach Parrella is a unique guy and you 
just don’t find many people like him,” he 
said. “He knew I was far from home and 
I was coming to Michigan from Pennsyl- 
vania, but I took him by his word that I’d 
be fine and during those first few weeks he 
was there for me with whatever I needed. 

“When I was being recruited there was 
just something about coach Parrella I 
could tell that I would have no regrets by 
making the decision to be coached by him. 
I was going through things back home and 
I was trying to find somewhere I could go 
and help myself. Coach Parrella was the 
type of guy that I could tell within days 
that I could call and talk about anything. 
He came off as if he was my parent. I just 
felt really comfortable with him. It’s not 
just the resume but the type of person that 
he is, he’s just like a father-figure." 

Holmes played two years for Parrella. 
He said the two grew extremely close and 
he became part of the family. Even though 
Holmes will be moving on - including a 
combine of his own coming up on March 
5 to pursue post-collegiate football - he 
said the conversation Parrella had with 
him over the weekend was an extremely 
tough one. 

“Tt was hard when he called,” Holmes 
said. “I wouldn’t say heartbroken though. 
I knew that if there was anything I need- 
ed, I knew he would be there. I was very 
happy for him. Don’t get me wrong. I just 
became so close with him over the last two 


years. 

"T learned a lot on and off the field. He 
taught me how to compose myself, how 
to control my anger. He taught me how to 
go about things when it comes to manag- 
ing my money and different things. He put 
a lot of things in perspective as if we’re 
men. He never treated us like boys." 

Parrella starred at Nebraska as a colle- 
giate player, working his way from Grand 
Island Central Catholic walk-on to im- 
portant member of the 1991 and 1992 de- 
fenses. The Huskers were on the verge of 
taking off and Parrella was well liked by 
many, known for his intensity and motor. 
That helped him get drafted by the Buffalo 
Bills in the second round. 

Throughout a 12-year NFL career and 
a couple coaching stints that motor has 
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never gone away according to Holmes. 
The defensive lineman said when Parrella 
gets a certain grin on his face it means he’s 
ready to attack whatever task is on-hand. 

“You look at him and he’s just got that 
smile and there’s the look in his eye,” he 
said. “Never tell him ‘I’m doing good’ 
because he’ll challenge you. He told us 
when we’re walking around and people 
ask that we need to give off the impression 
that we’re doing great. To him that means 
we’re getting better every day. We want 
to be great today. He was always fired up 
and he told us that’s how we needed to 
attack things, no matter if we were upset 
or unhappy, because it’s not always about 
us. There’s times where we need to make 
someone’s day." 

Despite all of his success on the field, 


Parrella never brought up the NFL to the 
guys he was working with on the line ac- 
cording to Holmes. 

“Never, he never talked about it,” 
Holmes said. “He was very excited about 
the accomplishments that he had, but 
when it came to talking about things on 
the field, he’d never relate himself to what 
we’re doing. He’d always say ‘It’s about 
you right now, not me.’ He was always 
very humble about it all. It’s like he knew 
what he accomplished, but he didn’t feel 
like he needed to rub it in anyone’s face. It 
was always about what’s next, how are we 
getting better." 

Holmes said he wants to get into coach- 
ing now in large part because of his rela- 
tionship with Parrella. The defensive line- 
man called Parrella and inspiration and 
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pointed out his own production increases 
in just spending two years working the 
coach. Some of it was playing time, but 
Holmes credits a lot of the jump to the 
teachings of Parrella. 

As a senior Holmes finished with 67 
tackles, eight sacks, three pass breakups 
and three forced fumbles. 

“T don’t want to take anyone away from 
anyone else that has coached me - I’ve had 
great ones, bad ones - but coach Parrella 
taught me a lot,” Holmes said. “I learned 
more than I could ever have expected...As 
a player he really motivated me to get bet- 
ter. | wasn’t a strong run stop guy, but he 
motivated me to be a run stop and a pass 
rusher at defensive end. He worked with 
me to be balanced. He made sure I was 
well-rounded." 


Huskers build recruiting 
strategy to fit TV schedule 


Story by Michael Schaefer 


The release of the Big Ten Networks 
schedule gives a bit of window into how 
Nebraska will be utilizing official vis- 
its this upcoming season. The Huskers 
have two primetime games at home on 
the BTN, so it’s fair to assume early the 
staff will be pushing for visits on those 
weekends. 

Here’s a few thoughts on the schedule: 

- Nebraska should be making Fresno 
State a big visit weekend. Not only is it 
Labor Day Weekend - meaning visitors 
don't need to fly out on until Monday be- 
cause there’s no school to be concerned 
about - it’s also one of two night games 
at Memorial Stadium. Not only should 
there be a strong atmosphere for the sea- 
son opener, but it’s also easier for recruits 
to get into Lincoln for either official or 
unofficial visits because of flights. If visi- 
tors come from California, there’s con- 
siderably less concern about flights and 
arrival times. 

— Oregon is going to be interesting. 
Nebraska's staff would obviously prefer 
a later start and not the dreaded 11 AM 
kick. If the Huskers play early itll not 
only cut down what should be a strong 
atmosphere for Nebraska's home game, 
itll make it virtually impossible to host 
players coming from the West Coast un- 
less they happen to have a bye that week. 
Flights simply don't get in early enough. 

- October is going to be a dead month 
for visits. The Huskers host home games 
against Illinois and Purdue. Both of those 
scream 11 AM kicks. If for some reason 
they’re played at 2:30 itd be a help, but 
even then don't expect many visitors to 
use those weekends for officials. 

- After the strong close out in No- 
vember last season with visits the Husk- 
ers could do the same this year. Nebraska 
has both Maryland and Minnesota com- 
ing to Memorial Stadium. The Minne- 
sota game will be a 6:30 kick and even 
though it’s not a marquee matchup like 
Michigan State, expect Nebraska to 
draw well for it. Additionally, Maryland 
will likely be an afternoon game and is 
played late enough a lot of recruits’ sea- 
sons will be over, allowing them to get in 
on Friday. 
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No Name Pos Ht Yr Hometown No Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
1 Lamar Jackson DB 6-3 ee Fr. Elk Grove, Calif. (Franklin) 39 Jordan Nelson IB 5-8 180 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
1 Boaz Joseph DB 6-1 190 Jr. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 40 Ty Betka WR 5-7 165 Sr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) 
1  JordanWesterkamp WR 6-0 200 Sr. Lombard, Ill. (Montini Catholic) 40 Grant Jordan LB 6-2. 205 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 
2 Tony Butler DB 6-2 195 Fr. Lakewood, Ohio (St. Edward) 40 Jordan Ober LS 6-1 205 So. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
2 Zack Darlington WR 6-2 195 So. Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 41 Luke McNitt FB 6-2 240 Jr. Kearney, Neb. (Nebraska-Kearney) (Kearney) 
3. Lavan Alston WR 6-0 175. RFr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 42 Trey Foster TE 6-2. 250 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
3 Marcus Newby LB 6-1 235 Jr. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 42 Creighton Koley DB 6-0 190 So. Omaha, Neb. (Skutt Catholic) 
4 Avery Anderson DB 6-0 185  RFr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (CO Springs)) 43 Brett Classen WR 6-2 205 Jr. Medina, Minn. (Winona State)(Wayzata) 
4 Tommy Armstrong Jr. QB 6-1 220 Sr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 43 Tyrin Ferguson LB 6-2 225 So. New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 
5 Dedrick Young LB 6-1 220 So. Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 44 Mitch McCann FB 6-0 240 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
6 AJBush QB 6-4 225 So. Alpharetta, Ga. (Norcross) 44 MickStoltenberg DL 6-5 290 So. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
6 Eric Lee Jr. DB 6-0 190 RFr. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (CO)) 45 A.J. Natter DE 6-5 260 Jr. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 
7 Derrion Grim WR 6-0 195 Fr. Stockton, Calif. (Ronald E. McNair) 45 Bryan Reimers WR 6-5 210 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 
8 Chris Jones DB 6-0 185 Jr. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 47 Branden Hohenstein TE 6-4 205 Fr. Jackson, Neb. (Bishop Heelan) 
8 Stanley Morgan Jr. WR 6-1 200 So. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 47 Matt Jarzynka DE 6-4 255 So. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 
9 DaiShon Neal DE 6-7 270 RFr. Houston, Texas (Omaha Central) 48 Erik Evans DE 6-3 255 Jr. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 
9 Keyan Williams WR 5-10 195 So. New Orleans, La. (Fresno St.)(Lusher) 48 Gabe Rahn WR 6-1 195 Jr. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 
10 Joshua Kalu CB 6-1 190 Jr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 49 Austin Hemphill FB 6-0 220 RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
10 JD Spielman WR 5-9 180 Fr. Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie) 49 Chris Weber LB 6-3 230 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 
11. Cethan Carter TE 6-4 240 Sr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 50 Garret Johns DL 6-O 285 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 
12 Luke Gifford LB 6-3 230 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 50 John Raridon OL 6-4 275 Fr. West Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 

| 12 Patrick O’Brien QB 6-4 230 Fr. San Juan Capistrano, Calif. (San Juan Hills) 51 Jared Brugmann LB 6-2 235  RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
13 JoJo Domann DB 6-1 205 Fr. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Pine Creek) 51 RyanFreudenburg OL 6-5 315 So. Norfolk, Neb. (Lutheran-Northeast) 
13 Tanner Lee QB 6-4 205 Jr. Destrehan, La. (Tulane) Jesuit) 52 Josh Banderas LB 6-3 240 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
14 Kyle Kasun DB 6-0 180 RFr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-La Vista South) 53 Alex Boryca LB 6-2 220 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 
15 De’Mornay Pierson-E| WR 5-9 185 Jr. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 54 Creighton Hamik LB 6-3 210 Fr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
15 Michael Rose-lvey LB 5-11 240 Sr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 54 Robby Painter OL 6-5 300 Sr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 
16 Antonio Reed DB 6-2 220 So. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 55 Kevin Maurice DT 6-3 300 Sr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 
17 Ryker Fyfe QB 6-3 215 Sr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 56 Brad Simpson LB 6-0 230 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 
17 Sedrick King DE 6-4 250 So. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 56 Boe Wilson OL 6-3 295 Fr. Lee's Summit, Mo. (Lee’s Summit West) 
18 Mohamed Barry LB 6-1 220 RFr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 57 JacobWeinmaster LB 6-0 215  RFr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 
18 Tre Bryant RB 5-11 200 Fr. St. Louis, Mo. (Christian Brothers College) 58 Joel Lopez DL 6-2 280 Jr. Saint Charles, Ill. (Burlington Central) 
19 MarquelDismuke DB 6-2 180 Fr. Calabasas, Calif. (Calabasas) 58 Corey Whitaker OL 6-5 295 Sr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) 
21 Charles Jackson DB 5-11 180 Sr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 59 Brody Cleveland LB 6-2. 225 RFr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 
21 Mikale Wilbon IB 5-9 195 So. Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 61 Bryan Brokop OL 6-5 275 Fr. New Lenox, Ill. (Lincoln-Way West) 
22 Alex Davis DE 6-5 255 RFr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 62 Cole Conrad OL 6-5 305 So. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 
22 Devine Ozigbo RB 5-11 230 So. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 63 Tanner Farmer OL 6-4 295 So. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 

| 23 Dicaprio Bootle DB 5-10 180 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Southridge) 65 ChristianGaylord OL 6-6 300 RFr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 
23 Austin Rose IB 6-1 225 So. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 66 Dylan Utter OL 6-1 295 Sr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
24 Aaron Williams S 5-11 185 So. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 67 Jerald Foster OL 6-3 310 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
25 Nate Gerry S 6-2. 210 Sr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 68 Nick Gates OL 6-5 290 So. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
25 Blake Holtmeier WR 6-2 200 So. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 71 Matt Farniok OL 6-6 300 Fr. Sioux Falls, S.D. (Washington) 
26 Thomas Connely LB 5-11 220 So. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 72 Zach Hannon OL 6-5 315 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 
26 Brady Pelzer WR 5-11 185 So. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 73 Sam Hahn OL 6-7 300 Sr. DeWitt, Neb. (N.D. St.)(Tri-County) 
26 Jamie Sutcliffe PK 6-2 190 Sr. Thousand Oaks, Calif (Utah/Pierce College) (Thousand Oaks) 74 Jalin Barnett OL 6-4 310 RFr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 
27 Sam Foltz P 6-2 205 Sr. Greeley, Neb. (Grand Island) 75 Fyn Anderson DL 6-3 260 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
27 Noah Johnson RB 6-O 210 RFr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) 76 Dwayne Johnson Jr.OL 6-6 300 Jr. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 
27 Kieron Williams S 6-1 195 Jr. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep)(C.E. Byrd) 76 Dylan Owen DL 6-5 240 So. Westchester, N.Y. (Bridgton Academy) (Somers) 
28 Eli Sullivan DB 6-2 190 Fr. Longmont, Colo. (Longmont) 77 David Knevel OL 6-9 315 Jr. Brantford, Ontario, Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
28 Adam Taylor IB 6-2 210 Jr. Katy, Texas (Katy) 79 Michael Decker OL 6-4 285 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 

| 29 Nolan Graham DB 5-11 200 So. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 80 Todd Honas WR 5-11 200 Fr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 
29 Graham Nabity IB 6-1 210 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 81. Ty Chaffin WR 6-5 200 Fr. Burwell, Neb. (Burwell) 
30 Quayshon Alexander LB 6-3 235 Fr. Prospect Park, N.J. (De Paul Catholic) 82 Alonzo Moore WR 6-2 195 Sr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 
30 Bo Kitrell FB 6-1 225 So. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 83 David Engelhaupt TE 6-3 230 Fr. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
31 Greg Simmons LB 6-2 240 Fr. Fort Pierce, Fla. (Fort Pierce Central) 84 Sam Cotton ile 6-5 250 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
31 Conor Young WR 6-2. 170 RFF. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 85 Matt Snyder TE 6-5 255 RFr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 
32 Tanner Hass ATH 6-0 195 Fr. West Point, Neb. (Guardian Angels) 86 Jack Stoll TE 6-4 235 Fr. Lone Tree, Colo. (Regis Jesuit) 
32 Pernell Jefferson LB 6-2 225 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Warren Easton) 87 Brandon Reilly WR 6-2 200 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
33 Christian Bailey WR 6-0 205 Jr. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 88 Ross Dzuris DE 6-3 255 Sr. Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 
33 Tanner Zlab DB 5-10 195 Sr. Wilber, Neb. (Doane)(Wilber-Clatonia) 88 Tyler Hoppes ne 6-4 240 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne St.)(Southwest) 
34 Drew Brown PK 5-11 195 Jr. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 89 Connor Ketter TE 6-5 245 Jr. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
34 Tavlin Hunt LB 6-0 215 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 91 FreedomAkinmoladun DE 6-4 255 So. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 
34 Terrell Newby IB 5-10 200 Sr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 92 Chase Urbach KS 6-3 200 RFr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
35 Caleb Lightbourn P/PK 6-3 220 Fr. Washougal, Wash. (Camas) 94 Khalil Davis DL 6-2 290 RFr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 

| 35 Jeremiah Stovall DB 5-11 175  RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 95 Spencer Lindsay PK 5-9 210 Sr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 
36 Spencer Jordan FB 6-2 215 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 95 Ben Stille DE 6-5 240 Fr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 
36 Reid Karel DB 6-3 205 RFr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 96 Carlos Davis DL 6-2 295 RFr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 
37 Noah Lazaro LB 6-2. 225 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest) 97 Logan Rath DT 6-4 280 Sr. Giltner, Neb. (South Dakota St.)(Giltner) 
37 Wyatt Mazour RB 5-9 190 RFr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 98 Isaac Armstrong P 5-11 195 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Kearney) (Southwest) 
38 Noah Gabel DB 6-0 185 Jr. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Vista Ridge) 98 Collin Miller DE 6-3 235 Fr. Fishers, Ind. (Hamilton Southeastern) 
38 Harrison Jordan FB 5-10 230 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 99 Peyton Newell DL 6-3 290 So. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 
39 Donovan McDonald WR 5-11 175 RFr. Montclair, NJ. (Fork Union Military Academy)(Montclair) 
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Quarterbacks 


Story By Vincent Pena 
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percentage of 54. It will be interesting to see if the offense tries to throw the 


The unquestioned leader of the Nebraska offense will ball more this season. Because despite Armstrong's struggles passing the 
once again be Tommy Armstrong Jr., which comesasno _ball, the Huskers boast what will be one of the top wide receiver corps in 
surprise to anyone. Armstrong joins a heralded group the Big Ten, and it’s hard to imagine the coaching staff doesn’t want to get 
of Nebraska quarterbacks who started under center in the ball in the hands of its playmakers on the outside. 


four straight seasons, including Tommy Frazier and 
Taylor Martinez. By the end of this season though, 


Armstrong will largely have surpassed all of them in AJ Bush has the most to prove among 
the record books. Despite his successes, concerns about the group. As the third guy in line behind 
his throwing ability still follow him, but with a deep Armstrong and Fyfe after spring ball, Bush 
backfield, talented receivers, and another year in Mike has one last chance in the fall to compete 
Riley’s offense should help him silence any doubters. for the backup spot. Bush is a sophomore, 


and he'll be next in line for the starting job 
after this season. However, there will be two 
Armstrong obviously got the California quarterbacks who might have 


majority of the first something to say about it. While Bush played 

team snaps, but the well in the spring, the talent of the rest of the 

depth at quarterback group might be too much for him to overcome 

is better than it has in the suddenly crowded quarterback depth 

been recently. The chart. 

presumptive backup, 

Ryker Fyfe, had the 

best spring of the Without a doubt the biggest upside comes from the one California 


quarterback who is already here. Patrick O’Brien has been a hit on campus 
since he arrived earlier this spring, and he dazzled at times during spring 
practice. His coaches and teammates gushed about his maturity and his 
football IQ, with some going so far as saying he's one of the better true 

last season featured freshman quarterback they've seen in a long time. Although he probably 
four interceptions in a , wont play all that much this year, and may even be redshirted, his upside 
loss at Purdue, but Fyfe is greater than any of the other quarterbacks on the team. Seldom has 

has gained the confidence of the coaches to be the No. 2 Nebraska attracted as prototypical a quarterback as O’Brien, and we're still 
guy, and showed flashes of what he could do during the probably a year from seeing what he'll be 
spring. able to do. 


backups, and looks 
poised to step in should 
Armstrong not be able 
to play. His only start 


Can Tommy Armstrong obviously will continue 
finally get to be the starter, but there still is time 
over the hump for Bush to make a move into the 
and become a backup spot, although that would mean 

consistent passer? supplanting Fyfe, who has the upper 
Armstrong has hand because of his experience and the 
struggled mightily confidence the coaches have in him. 
with being We will know the decision on O’Brien 


consistent throwing _ by then, which should eliminate put 
the ball throughout —_ the POB hype train on hold for at least 
his career, as another year. Of course, that is unless 
highlighted by a the three guys in front of him struggle, 
career completion a lot. 
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Quarterback 


Ryker Fyfe 


6-3, 215, Sr. - Grand Island, Nebraska 
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Quarterback 


Patrick O’Brien 


6-4, 230, Fr. - San Juan Capistrano, California 
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Quarterback 


AJ Bush 


6-4, 225, So. - Alpharetta, Georgia 
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Terrell Newby was the starter last season, 
and in spite of the best efforts from the other 
talented backs, still holds the top spot in the 
backfield rotation — at least for now. Newby 
split the snaps with the first group almost evenly 
with sophomores Devine Ozigbo and Mikale 
Wilbon, who are pushing to be the No. 1 guy 
for Nebraska, and one of them very well may 
be by the time the Huskers face off against 
Fresno State in September. But for now Newby 
still has a hold on the position, and has shown 
improvement from last season, when the senior 
back rushed for 765 yards and six touchdowns 
while gaining an impressive 5.2 yards per carry. 


Mikale Wilbon was the surprise of the spring at 
running back. Last season Wilbon played sparingly after showing 
some flashes of potential in the opener against BYU. Coaches said 
Wilbon didn’t have a full grasp on the playbook last season, which 
was the largest deterrent to getting him on the field. But with a 
greater understanding of the 
offense and another offseason 
under his belt, Wilbon came 
ready to play in spring. Many 
think he could be the best 
runner on the team, but his 
struggles learning the offense 
has held him back. He may 
be the third guy on the 


—G will be hard for the Huskers 
7) to keep him off the field 
| this season. 


Mikale} Wilbon 


The biggest question 
facing this group isn’t necessarily 
a bad one: How are the Huskers going to utilize the talent of 
all three guys most effectively? Again, most teams would love 
to be in the position the Huskers are in, where all three backs 
are talented enough to start. Newby is the incumbent, but 
Ozigbo and Wilbon may be more talented and athletic. All 
three are capable of making plays, and while they might have 
differing styles, they all fit well within the Huskers’ offensive 
scheme. Whereas the offensive line has a dearth of talent and 
experience, the backfield features an embarrassment of riches, 


Running Backs 


Story By Vincent Pena 


#7 Eric Crouch #3 Ndamukong Suh 


and don't be surprised to see one of these guys 
being among the conference leaders in rushing. 


Devine Ozigbo seems poised to take over the 
starting role at some point, but exactly when 
is yet to be seen. It is possible that he may be 
the starter by the end of fall camp, but for now 
Newby still has the slight edge. Ozigbo played 
in 11 games last season, with big games against 

Illinois to open the Big Ten season and again in 
the bowl game against UCLA, where he rushed 
for 80 yards on 20 carries. While he might not 
be as shifty as Wilbon or as much of a downhill 
runner as Newby, Ozigbo might present the 
most well rounded option in the backfield for 
Nebraska. 


This one is a toss up between the two sophomores Ozigbo and 
Wilbon. But because we've seen at 
least a glimpse of what Ozigbo 
is capable of, it’s easier to say 
the Sachse, Texas native has 


The big concern that haunts 
Wilbon is whether he'll be able 
to gain enough of a grasp of the 
offense for the coaches to feel 
confident in him. There are no 
such concerns with Ozigbo, at 
least that we know of, and his 
ability to run the ball as well as 
be a weapon in the passing game 
might equate to a starting role 
pretty soon. 


Fall camp will be incredibly competitive with the running 
backs, but don't be surprised if there isn’t a definitive starter for 
the first game. Newby may end up getting the first snaps on the 
field, but it’s likely that the coaches will use the first couple games 
to see who will be the featured back the rest of the year. Behind 
these three, there will be at least one talented freshman arriving 
in the summer in Tre Bryant, who was the No. 7 overall running 
back recruit. There’s no knowing how ready he'll be to play, but 
at the very least, he might be the most talented fourth-string 
running back the Huskers have had in a long time. 
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Running Back 


Terrell Newby 


5-10, 200, Sr. - Los Angeles, California 
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Running Back 


Mikale Wilbon 


5-9, 195, So. - Chicago, Illinois 
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Running Back 


Devine Ozigbo 


5-11, 230, So. - Sachse, Texas 
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Graham Nabity is arguably the 
most well rounded of the three top 
candidates for the job, and most of the 
praise during spring was heaped upon 
his shoulders. While Luke McNitt 
is a versatile athlete and Harrison 
Jordan fits the typical fullback mold, 
Nabity gives the Huskers a number 
of options offensively. Nabity played 
running back in high school, and 
would be competing for a spot 
with the Huskers if the depth chart 
werent so inundated with talent. 


Luke McNitt has worked primarily 
as a tight end in his two years with 
the Huskers after coming from 
Nebraska-Kearney, where he played 
quarterback. But with three seniors 
at tight end and long-time starter 
Andy Janovich gone to the NFL, 
Nebraska has tried moving McNitt 
around to utilize his versatility. 
McNitt, who comes in at 6-foor-4, 
240 pounds, is the largest of the group, and 
he impressed the coaching staff this spring with his ability 
to play so many positions. It gives Mike Riley and Danny 
Langsdorf lots of options. 


Will the fullback position be as productive as Andy 
Janovich last year? This may be the only question facing 
this group, other than figuring out who will be the starter. 
Janovich enjoyed a season of productivity not often seen at 
the fullback position, racking up 270 yards on 42 carries and 
three touchdowns. Janovich was the model of consistency 
and hard work in the program, and he provided more than 
just a few big plays for the Huskers last season, including 
a big run against Wisconsin to take a late lead. Until the 
coaches decide on a fullback, there’s no way to tell just how 
good the fullback will be, but we can all hope they'll be as 
productive as Janovich was. 


Harrison Jordan has been patiently abiding his time in the 
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Fullbacks 


Story By Vincent Pena 
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Huskers backfield. 
The former walk- 
on has been the 
Faat-bbomeyolucoyoWm XdovbeKel 
Janovich in his three 
years at Nebraska, but 
has played a limited 
role in the backfield 
and on special teams. 
He entered the spring 
as one of the leading 
candidates to take over 
the vacancy left by 
Janovich, but he faces 
tough competition in 
Nabity and McNitt. 
Now’s the time for 
Jordan to see his 
childhood dream of 
becoming the starting 
fullback at Nebraska 


This is a bit of a toss-up, 

as both Nabity and McNitt 
have shown to be versatile athletes who can provide more 
than the normal blocking and running duties out of the 
fullback position. But given McNitt’s noted history of playing 
multiple positions, he may have the most upside for the 
offense in general. Nabity may prove to be a better option in 
the backfield, but McNitt’s versatility gives him the ability to 
play elsewhere if needed. 


Still need to figure out the starter. The issue wasn’t really 
settled in spring ball, and all the coaches have said the 
competition will continue into fall camp. There’s no clear 
leader, and each has a strong chance of being the No. 1 guy 
in September. Don't be surprised, if, like the running backs, 
the coaches wait for a few games to make a final decision or 
decide to use a fullback-by-committee approach. Nebraska 
can't go wrong with any of these guys, and it’s always fun 
to see so much competition at the most under-appreciated 
position on offense. 


Fullback 


Luke McNitt 


6-2, 240, Jr. - Kearney, Nebraska 
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Fullback 


Harrison Jordan 


5-10, 230, Jr. - Omaha, Nebraska 
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Tricky question here, 
because if the Huskers 
started today, then 
Jordan Westerkamp and 
De’Mornay Pierson- 

El would not be in the 
starting lineup. Of 
course, once the season 
starts, fan-favorite 
Westerkamp will be in the 
slot for the Cornhuskers. 
Alonzo Moore and 
Brandon Reilly will be the 
starting wide receivers, 
with Stanley Morgan Jr. 
not far behind them. Reilly, 
Moore and Westerkamp are 
all fifth-year seniors, giving the Huskers one of the most 
experienced receiving corps in the nation. 


True freshman Derrion Grim was one of two freshmen to 
enroll early this last spring in addition to fellow Californian 
Patrick O’Brien. With Westerkamp out for the spring, Grim was 
able to see more time than he might have otherwise, and he took 
advantage by impressing coaches with his athleticism and speed. 
Of course, he still has much to learn before fall camp, but he's 
looking like he could make a push for significant time as a true 
freshman. The Stockton, California native will be one to watch 
this year at wide receiver. 


This concern with this 
group is as much about 
the quarterback as it is 
about the receivers. Can 
Armstrong get the ball 
into his playmakers’ hands 
consistently enough for 
Nebraska to be a potent 
passing offense? With this 
group as experienced and 
talented as it is, it’s hard to 
imagine the passing game 
doesnt get better this year, 
which lies equally on the 
shoulders of the guy under 
center and the ones on the 
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outside. Another concern that dogs this group is the ability to 
stay healthy. Pierson-E] is the first name that comes to mind, 


but with Westerkamp missing spring ball, there might be some 
problems should any of these guys miss significant time. 


Stanley Morgan Jr. is the receiver with the best chance of 
surpassing one of the three seniors. Morgan played well in 
his freshman year, impressing fans and coaches alike with 25 
receptions for 304 yards and three touchdowns in 11 games. He 
also provided a boost in special teams, leading the team with 14 
returns for 324 yards in place of the injured Pierson-El. He was 
Nebraska's third-leading receiver last season, and if it weren't 
for the upperclassmen ahead of him, he would be starting right 
now. No one should be shocked if Morgan ends the season as a 
starter. 


The aforementioned freshman Grim has a lot of potential, 
but he still has a lot to learn, and a lot of prove, before we can 
CoJE-avow aConivarexooxeW otmecoyel CoM oroiecsolaccl bya occmmly Coleceznnl 
might be the guy with the 
highest ceiling of all the 
returners. He showed his 
versatility last season, and 
with an increased role this 
year, it’s only natural to 
assume we'll see the biggest 
jump in productivity out 
of the New Orleans native. 
At this point we know 
what we can expect from 
the veterans like Moore, 
Reilly and Westerkamp, 
but Morgan’s potential to 
be more than he has shown is 
the most exciting part about this group. 


Stanley eae rm, 


a: 


Despite the praise being heaped on the young guys, expect 
the three seniors to hold on to their starting jobs through the 
end of the fall camp to the season opener against Fresno State. 
The Huskers have a few receivers joining them in the summer 
with the arrivals of several freshmen, but none are likely to make 
a serious push to supplant any of the incumbents. The wide 
receivers finished the spring strong, and although many of the 
starters didnt play or do a whole lot in the spring scrimmage, 
nobody seems to be worried about what may be the best group 
on the team.step forward. 
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Wide Receiver 


Brandon Reilly 


6-2, 200, Sr. - Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Wide Receiver 


De’ Mornay Pierson-FE1l 


5-9, 185, Jr. - Alexandria, Virginia 
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Wide Receiver 


Jordan Westerkamp 


6-0, 200, Sr. - Lombard, Illinois 
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Wide Receiver 


Stanley Morgan Jr. 


6-1, 200, So. - New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Wide Receiver 


Alonzo Moore 


6-2, 195, Sr. - Winnfield, Louisiana 
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Not that it was ever really up for debate, but Cethan Carter 
will again be the starter at tight end for the Huskers. The 
senior will again be looked upon to be a target for Armstrong 
and provide support in the run game. After playing in every 
game his freshman year, including six starts, Carter has missed 
significant time each of the last two years due to injury and 
suspension. He began last season with only two catches through 
the team’s first four games, but ended with 24 catches for 329 
yards and two touchdowns. Look to see those numbers go up if 
he plays in every game, as he’s one of the better pass catchers on 
the team. 


Right behind Carter 
on the tight end 
depth chart are 
two fellow seniors 
Sam Cotton and 
Trey Foster. Cotton 
saw significant time 
last year, especially 
when Carter was out 
early in the season, 
while Foster missed 
much of last season 
with injuries. The 
spring standout was 
Foster, as he is the one 
generating the most 
excitement, outside of 
Carter of course, at tight 
end. Foster has shown to 
be a decent blocker and 
pass catcher, and will see 
significant snaps behind 
Carter. 


How big of a role will the tight end play in the offense this 
season? The Huskers are using their tight ends at an increasing 
frequency, but it’s yet to be seen how much they will be utilized 
this season. The coaching staff has expressed interest in using 
the tight end group more in general, trying to work in all 
three guys on a rotation in order to maximize the productivity. 
While the talent and experience of the three seniors is great for 
any team, there is a lack of depth after them, so it’s imperative 
they stay healthy if Nebraska wishes to use them like it wants 
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to. 


Foster has the 
most to prove in 
the group, because 
he has the least 
amount of playing 
experience among 
the three. While 
it’s unlikely he or 
Cotton will supplant 
Carter for the 
starting job, Foster 
has the best chance 
of making a push 
for more playing 
time. The coaches’ 
aforementioned 
want to involve 
the tight end more 
should lend to 
Foster seeing the 
field more often, 
and his play 
during spring and fall may pay huge 
dividends by the time the season starts. 


qT Ve 
] 


Carter is certainly the most talented, and despite being 
in his last year at Nebraska, he still has the most potential 
in the group. Carter hasn't played a full season in two 
years and he is looking at the possibility of an increased 
role in the offensive, both in the passing game as a 
receiver and in the running game. He has a prototypical 
tight end physique, but is above average in terms of 
athleticism. The Huskers haven't gotten the most out 
of him just yet, and are hoping Carter shows them 
everything he’s capable of this season. 


Alt will be exciting to see just how the Huskers plan 
on incorporating all of these guys into the lineup. There 
will be no way to evenly divide the snaps, and Carter will 
surely get the majority. But the progress of Foster and 
the reliability of Cotton have the Huskers looking good 
after spring ball. All three played in the spring game, and 
although none dazzled, there were certainly more good 
things than bad about their performances. 


Tight End 


Cethan Carter 


6-4, 240, Sr. - New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Tight End 


Trey Foster 


6-2, 250, Sr. - Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Tight End 


Sam Cotton 


6-5, 250, Sr. - Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Nebraska lost four players from last year’s line, 
and the five guys listed on the line now will likely 
change by the time fall camp ends. If they played 
today, the starting line would feature Nick Gates at 
left tackle and David Knevel at right tackle. After 
that the positions are a toss up. Michael Decker 
would start at center because Paul Thurston left the 
program and Dylan Utter was hurt during spring 
ball. Talented redshirt freshman Jerald Foster would 
start at left guard and Tanner Farmer would be the 
right guard. Several of those positions will still be 
up for grabs in the fall, and don't be surprised to see 
some new names in a few months. 
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Michael Decker started at center in the spring game in place 
David Knevel was the most intriguing player on the offensive of Paul Thurston, and played well with the first group. Decker 


line this spring. After making the transition from left to right played most of the second-team reps throughout the spring behind 
tackle, he has shown potential to be the strength of the line. At Thurston while Utter was hurt, and after the latter announced his 
6-foot-9, 315 pounds, Knevel is a hulking figure among other decision to leave, Decker was thrust into the starting role. Luckily 
lineman, and his size will be beneficial in both pass and run for him, and the Huskers, he seized his opportunity and showed he's 
protection. Knevel, along with Gates, is one of the two sure capable of earning that starting role. When Utter comes back from 
spots on the line after spring ball, and that will continue into injury in the fall, the two will likely compete for the starting job. 

the fall when the Huskers resume football activities. Utter has the advantage in being a senior, but the redshirt freshman 


Decker may be able to play his way into the job. 


Will the Huskers 
have enough depth on 
the offensive line to be 
the running team they 
envision being? With four 
starters gone from last 
season, and the departure 
of the presumed starter at 
center, there are gaping 
holes in the offensive 
line, and not the kind 
Fqubovabbotem oy\oeqervom aueol 
through. Although there 
are some upperclassmen 
ready to step up and 
play significant snaps, 
the lack of real game 


Nick Gates is the player people were most 


—_ xciting about throughout spring, and for 
iN ) good reason. Gates was a highly touted recruit 

who received offers from dozens of schools, 
including Alabama, Baylor, Oregon, Oklahoma, 
and Texas A&M. He started in all 10 games he 
played in last year, while missing three with an 
injury. As with Knevel, he switch from right to 
left tackle in the spring, and has handled the 
transition well. Gates has the greatest potential of 
all the players on the line currently. 


Gates, Knevel and Utter will be counted on to 
be the leaders of this young line. The two guard 
positions and center will be up for grabs in fall 


experience leaves Mike Riley and his staff with more camp. While the Huskers lack the depth they want 
questions than answers at this point. Riley has expressed at the moment that may change with the arrival of four freshmen 
desires about being a top-three rushing team in the Big Ten, lineman this summer. Bryan Brokop, Matt Farniok, John Raridon 
and it’s yet to be seen if this group has what it takes to help the and Boe Wilson will join the Huskers and hopefully provide some 
Huskers achieve that. competition and depth for the guys already here. Who knows, 


maybe even one of them will work his way into a starting role. 
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Offensive Line 


Michael Decker 


6-4, 285, RFr. - Omaha, Nebraska 
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Offensive Line 


David Knevel 


6-9, 315, Jr. - Brantford, Ontario, Canada 
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Offensive Line 


Dylan Utter 


6-1, 295, Sr. - Papillion, Nebraska 
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Offensive Line 


Nick Gates 


6-5, 300, So. - Las Vegas, Nevada 
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Offensive Line 


Tanner Farmer 


6-4, 295, So. - Highland, Illinois 
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Yes, we are aware that the Huskers are without four key 
players from last year who had eligibility remaining. But in 
an effort to move on with who they have, the Huskers are 
scrambling to put together a line as good as last year’s was. 
We know Freedom Akinmoladun and Ross Dzuris will line up 
opposite each other at defensive end, but the tackle positions 
are a little murkier. Kevin Maurice would be one of the tackles, 
while one of the heralded Davis twins, Carlos and Khalil, would 
start at the other. 


The standout, or should we say standouts, on the defensive 
line was the Davis twins. The pair are ready to be a force on the 
Huskers defense and after redshirting a year, the buzz around 
these two is growing. Carlos and Khalil, both 6-foot-2 and 
about 290 pounds, are a handful up the middle to say the least, 
and coaches have been raving about their energy and motor all 
spring. They're surely the most talented options in the middle, 
but they have been inconsistent at times given their experience, 
or lack thereof. 


How does Nebraska rebound after losing four starters on a 
line that ranked seventh 


last season? There is some 
talent among this group, 
but the lack of experience 
is scary for the Huskers. 


played last year, and there 
EP] are some upperclassmen 
v4 ? 4 on the depth chart, but the 

Oa gq exodus of Maliek Collins, 

<< Se f Greg McMullen, Vincent 
= a> Valentine and Kevin 

Williams leaves Nebraska in 
a tricky situation that most 
didn’t expect the team to be 

in. We won't know for sure 

who will fill the starting role at the two tackle positions, but one 
can hope they'll be able to pick up right where last year’s group 
Simei 


A.J. Natter hasn't played a whole lot in his two years in the 
program because of injuries that buried him in the depth 


chart. But with all the losses on the line, now might be 
Natter’s best chance to make a name for himself and find 
significant playing time on the line. Natter is currently 
poised to back up one of the defensive ends, likely Dzuris, 
but he may be able to compete for more snaps in fall 
camp. Natter’s a known warrior in the weight room, which 
could bode well for him if he’s able to stay healthy. Worst 
case scenario, he should provide a quality backup at end 
when Dzuris comes off. Best case scenario, Natter turns 
into a warrior not just in the weight room, but on the field 
as well. 


Freedom 
Akinmoladun 
is one of more 
athletic guys 
on the whole 
team, and his 
first season 
as a starter 
at defensive 
end should be 
a great one. 
The converted 
tight end is still 
IKeewanvboveae-loolete 
his position in 
year two of the 
transition, but 


he has made Wrreedom\Akinmoladun 
tle nieel 
strides in 


his understanding of the position and in pass rushing. 
Akinmoladun will be looked upon to be the main source of 
speed on the edge, and he is more physically equipped than 
anyone else on the defensive line to get after the quarterback. 


Behind the few guys named, there isn’t a whole lot of 
depth up front. Peyton Newell and Mick Stoltenberg will 
play in the middle at tackle, while Sedrick King will be the 
likely backup for Akinmoladun. There are a number of 
other guys, including some yet-to-arrive freshmen, who 
the Huskers hope to step up and play crucial roles in the 
run game. There isn’t likely to be much shuffling along the 
line before fall camp, and the only question mark in terms 
of starters is who the two tackles will officially be. 
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Defensive End 


Freedom Akinmoladun 


6-4, 255, So. - Grandview, Missouri 
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Defensive End 


Ross Dzuris 


6-3, 255, Sr. - Plattsmouth 
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Defensive Tackle 


Peyton Newell 


6-3, 290, So. - Hiawatha, Kansas 
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Defensive Tackle 


Khalil Davis 


6-2, 290, RFr. - Blue Springs, Missouri 
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Defensive Tackle 


Carlos Davis 


6-3, 295, RFr. - Blue Springs, Missouri 
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Defensive Tackle 


Kevin Maurice 


6-3, 300, Sr. - Orlando, Florida 
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Defensive End 


AJ Natter 


6-5, 260, Jr. - Milton, Wisconsin 
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Unlike the group in front of them on defense, the linebacker 
corps has very few question marks in terms of who will be 
starting. All but one 
player comes back 
for this group, giving 
the Huskers stability 
and continuity in 
idevopoobte(al (Moy muetaeg 

defense. Sophomore 
Dedrick Young will 
join senior Josh 
Banderas and junior 
Marcus Newby as 
the starters, although Michael Rose-Ivey will probably be used 
interchangeably. Young started in 11 games last season, while 
Banderas and Newby started nine and six games respectively. 


Mohamed Berry wowed many in the spring game with 
some big plays while playing with the lower units. Because 
of the surplus of talent coming back (only one linebacker 
isn't returning from last season) Berry will have a tough time 
breaking into that first group, but coaches and teammates are 
still excited about his ability. He redshirted last year and will 
surely find a spot in the linebacker rotation this season. He’s big, 
athletic, and provides even more depth at a position that always 
needs it. 


Will linebackers be able to make up for lack of experience on 
defensive line? The depleted defensive line might translate to 
running backs breaking by the first level of defense, meaning 
the linebackers will be responsible for making key plays in 
the run game. While Nebraska's front seven ranked seventh 
nationally in rushing allowed last season, most of the pressure 
will be on the talented and deep pool of linebackers. If the 
defensive line struggles early on, we'll see just how good these 
linebackers can be. 


Michael Rose-Ivey 
is the lone remaining 
defensive player from 
the 2012 recruiting class. 
And with it being his last 
season in Lincoln, this is 
the last time Rose-Ivey 
will be able to make 
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an imprint on the program he’s spent the last five years with. 
Rose-Ivey has been plagued by throughout his career, and has 
struggled to live up to the expectations placed upon him and 
the rest of that 2012 class because of his inability to stay healthy. 
But Rose-Ivey possesses the talent and skills to be one of the 
Huskers top linebackers, and he may well be if we see his best 
this season. 


Dedrick Young is a flat out stud at linebacker. After setting 
the true freshman record for tackles last season with 61, the sky 
is the limit for 


the Peoria, 
Arizona _ 
native. He 

received Big 

Ten All- 

Freshman 


honors last 
season, and his 
role this year 
will only get 
bigger. He can 
play the run 
and the pass 
well, and has 
shown an ability 
to make plays 
in the backfield 
VicompoColcooubated 
five tackles for 
loss a year ago. 
Expect this guy 
to only get better. 
If he’s not ready, 
he'll be one of the 

conference’s marquee linebackers very soon. 


This group just needs to stay healthy. With so much depth, 
and a few more players coming in with the newest recruiting 
class, the only thing the linebackers need to worry about is 
taking care of themselves. There really isn’t a competition for 
starting spots at this point, although there is the possibility of 
Rose-Ivey potentially taking the starting role from someone. 
There may be some jostling for the backup spots in the 
linebacker rotation, which should only benefit the defense as a 
whole. 
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Linebacker 


Dedrick Young 


5-11, 240, Jr. - Kansas City, Missouri 
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Linebacker 


Josh Banderas 


6-3, 240, Sr. - Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Linebacker 


Marcus Newby 


6-1, 235, Jr. - North Potomac, Maryland 
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Linebacker 


Michael Rose-Ivey 


5-11, 240, Sr. - Kansas City, Missouri 
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Linebacker 


Luke Gifford 


6-3, 230, So. - Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Defensive Backs 


Story By Vincent Pena 


$75 Ui mry Jacobson #98 Grant Wistrom 


Nate Gerry is the undoubted leader of the defense this season, 
both on and off the 
field. He will be the 
strong safety again 
for the Huskers, 
most likely lining 
up opposite of 
Kieron Williams, 
who got most of 
the first-team reps 
during the spring. 
The cornerback 
positions are pretty 
set with Joshua Kalu 
and Chris Jones. 
Several key players 
in the secondary are 
gone from last year, 
and the Huskers 
seem to be in a good 
position to replace 
them. Also look for 
I SXoy-V Ay (oX-}0) OKO orm el 
the cornerback mix. 


Eric Lee Jr. led the defense in tackles during the spring 
game with eight, showing his ability to make tackles and be a 
playmaking corner. Lee is one of the prime candidates should one 
of the starters go down, and could even play his way into a starting 
role should be keep up the progress he made in spring. He wasn't 
the only young player to have a big spring, as Avery Williams and 
Aaron Williams showed potential too. 


Will the Huskers be able to finally eliminate big plays? Only 
thirteen teams in the whole nation gave up more big plays than 
Nebraska did last season, something that has plagued the Huskers 
well before Mike Riley ever got to Lincoln. The hope is that with 
Gerry leading the way, and several experienced starters with him, 
the secondary will limit those big plays significantly. With holes up 
front on the defensive line, it’s yet to be seen if opposing offenses 
will try to expose those weaknesses up front or try to capitalize on 
the Huskers’ tendency to give up big plays in the passing game. 


Charles Jackson is in his fifth year in the program, and it’s been 
a long five years. After being one of five true freshmen to play in 


aie 


Reb Brown 
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2012, Jackson played in all 13 games in his freshman and 
sophomore seasons. But he suffered a knee injury in fall 
camp the next year and missed all of that season and most 
of the next while he slowly was buried on the depth chart. 
Jackson came in as a top-10 cornerback recruit nationally, 
but has been unable to live up to the lofty expectations that 
come with that. 


Eric Lee's high school teammate, Avery Anderson, might 
be the most promising young defensive back on the team. 
He was the No. 2 recruit in Colorado behind Lee in 2014, 
and an early enrollee in January 2015. After a good spring 
and a big performance at the spring game with seven tackles, 
Anderson will look to push Williams for the other starting 
safety position. The Surprise, Arizona native will if nothing 
else provide much needed depth to a secondary that always 
seems to be lacking in that area. 


Nebraska has four more talented defensive back recruits 
who have yet to arrive in Lincoln, and a couple of them may 
even be ready to compete for a significant role immediately. 
Dicaprio Bootle, Tony Butler, Lamar Jackson and Marquel 

Dismuke will arrive in the 

summer, giving them more 

depth behind the guys 
already here. Keep an eye 
on the safeties, because the 
free safety will likely be up 
for grabs with the way both 
AAVGIIGE-vookse-rovemawereCoacoyel 
are playing. Of course, this 
group has some stuff to 
work on, but having the 
right guys in place is the first 
step to fixing those issues, 
and it looks like the Huskers 
have most of their guys in 
place heading into fall. 
competition interesting 
because the margin of error 
is going to be so small. The 
pressure is going to be on the 
corners to play on an island 
in this new defense. There 
are plenty of capable corners 
and Brian Stewart is going to have his work cut out for him 
sorting through all the reps. 
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Defensive Back 


Nate Gerry 


6-2, 210, Sr. - Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
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Defensive Back 


Aaron Williams 


5-11, 180, So. - Atlanta, Georgia 


" 


102 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | MAY/JUNE/JULY 2016 


Defensive Back 


Joshua Kalu 


6-1, 190, Jr. - Houston, Texas 
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Defensive Back 


Chris Jones 


6-0, 185, Jr. - Jacksonville, Florida 
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Defensive Back 


Avery Anderson 


6-1, 185, RFr. - Surprise, Arizona 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com MAY/JUNE/JULY 2016 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 105 


Defensive Back 


Eric Lee 


6-0, 190, RFr. - Milton, Massachusetts 
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Defensive Back 


Kieron Williams 


6-1, 195, Jr. - Shreveport, Louisiana 
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Special Teams 


Story By Darren Ivy 
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Sophomore long Sophomore receiver Stanley Morgan Jr. showed flashes 
snapper Jordan Ober eS on kickoff returns as a freshman, averaging 23.1 yards 
started all 13 games as a on his 14 returns. Morgan, Brandon Reilly and Alonzo 


Moore were Nebraska's main return men on kickoffs. 
After Pierson-El got hurt, Nebraska chose to put the sure- 
handed Jordan Westerkamp back on many punt returns. 


a freshman and appears 
to have the position 
locked up going into 
fall. 

His accurate snaps 
helped junior Drew 
Brown and senior Sam 
Foltz have outstanding 
years in 2015. 

Foltz earned Big Ten 
Punter of the Year, 
averaging better than 
44 yards per punt to 
help NU rank third in 
the conference in net 
punting. Brown connected on 21-of-27 field 


goals, including 13 field goals of at least 40 yards. Brown ended ‘ Seu! 
the 2015 campain with 11-consecutive made field goals. Ober “aN 

also had a fumble recovery on punt coverage against South a Uae “ 

Alabama. xt % “id ig. 


Special teams was a difference maker in several close 
games last season and the Huskers will need to continue 
to find and exploit all the advantages they can. Coach 
Read surely knows that his special teams play can be the 
difference between the Huskers playing in Indianapolis 
in December or sitting at home watching the Hawkeyes 
represent the West yet again. 


Senior Charles Jackson is back and healthy. Prior to two 
knee injuries, Jackson was one of Nebraska's best special teams 
players. 


Will De’Mornay Pierson-El be healthy enough to return 
to the form he exhibited as a freshman punt returner? If 
Pierson-E] is able to come back, he provides a lethal weapon 
and can help change field position with his big-play abilities. 
Pierson-El led the nation with 596 punt return yards and three 
touchdowns and earned Freshman All-American honors. 
Without Pierson-El in 2015, Nebraska ranked last in the Big 
Ten in kickoff returns (18.2 yards) and seventh in punt returns 
(10.4). 


Seniors Spencer Lindsay and Jamie Sutcliffe back up Brown. 
Lindsay has some previous experience on kickoffs. Redshirt 
freshman Isaac Armstrong was behind Foltz during spring 
practices. Should anything happen to Brown or Foltz they will 
have to be ready to step up. 
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Special Teams 


Sam Foltz 


6-2, 205, Sr. - Greeley, Nebraska 
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Special Teams 


Drew Brown 


5-11, 195, Jr. - Southlake, Texas 
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Special Teams 


Jordan Ober 


6-1, 205, So. - Las Vegas, Nevada 
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Fri, Nov 25 


*Conference Games 


SHELTER 


INSURANCE 


Fresno State 
Wyoming 


Oregon 


Northwestern : 


Illinois * 
Indiana * 
Purdue * 
Wisconsin * 
Ohio State * 
Minnesota * 
Maryland * 
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Location 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 
at Evanston, Ill. 
Memorial Stadium 
at Bloomington, Ind. 
Memorial Stadium 
at Madison, Wis. 
at Columbus, Ohio 
Memorial Stadium 
Memorial Stadium 


at lowa City, lowa 


\ 
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Joel & Glenda Austin. Tonia Blain Jeff Bond Jeb Brant Reed Devall ; Rich Diers 


Fairbury Norfolk Lincoln Hastings Lincoln Lincoln 


402-729-5508 402-379-0662 402-420-1992 402-463-3003 402-464-9300 402-464-9511 


A a 


RA fa 
David Doll Megan Fales Joseph Flores Myron Hahn Katrina Hjermstad Craig Kerr 
Ralston Cozad Lincoln Nebraska City Gretna Lincoln 
402-391-2905 308-784-4050 402-486-3030 402-873-9149 402-339-3765 402-464-9315 
Ld Kal : | e 
Margaret Lanik Dennis Maloy Matt Moorhead Jim Mowinkel Chris Myer Julie Null 
Fremont Bellevue Lincoln Gretna Omaha Plattsmouth 


402-816-4374 402-292-3500 402-488-2545 402-916-9155 402-334-9317 402-296-2828 


Jeff Peterson j Joni Rodabaugh Jackie Rowan . Mike Scheffert Dan Schiefelbein Sondra Thompson 


Lincoln Grand Island Lexington Lincoln Columbus Blair 
402-420-1993 308-381-8300 308-324-5314 402-488-2522 402-563-2002 402-426-4289 
Shelter 
® 
Insurance 
e 
is proud to 


Suppo rt Natalie Vampola Scott VerMaas Paul Sucha Matt Woodward 


Omaha La Vista Kearney Ord 
the H uskers. 402-397-4414 402-597-1245 308-237-0758 308-728-5597 
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BIGTENPREVIEW 


EAST 


Big Ten East Division features top 
teams coming out of Spring ball 


Buckeyes, Wolverines, Spartans ready to do 


battle again for top spot in division, overall 


With spring practices and intersquad games in 
the rear view, its time to evaluate which teams are 
taking the next steps to replace graduates and who 
has the most players stepping up. 

Below Huskers Illustrated.com’s Kevin Ryan 
ranks the Big Ten Conference teams going into 
summer break. 


NO. 1 
OHIO STATE 
The Buckeyes lose talented players like Ezekiel 
Elliott, Joey Bosa, Darron Lee, Taylor Decker and 
more, but they return one of the best quarterbacks 
in the country in J.T. Barrett. 
Urban Meyer and Co. have recruited well, and 
there is talent on the roster to fill in the gaps left by 
those lost to the NFL. 


No. 2 - Michigan 

The rebuilding project for Jim Harbaugh is over 
- the time is now. 

Michigan recruited well under Brady Hoke, 
but didn’t see the results on the field. Harbaugh 
had a good season on the field in year one and is 
reloading the roster. 

Quarterback Jake Rudock is gone, but redshirt 
sophomore Wilton Speight and/or transfer John 
O’Korn appear ready to step in and run the offense. 


No. 3 - Michigan State 

The Spartans lose big contributors like Jack 
Conklin, Connor Cook, Shilique Calhoun and 
Aaron Burbridge, but under Mark Dantonio it 
seems that Michigan State always has someone 
ready to step up and fill the void. 

Tyler O’Connor stepped in for Cook and 
defeated Ohio State last season, and he is the front- 
runner to be the starting QB coming out of the 
spring. 


No. 4 - lowa 
The Hawkeyes made a run for a spot in the 
College Football Playoff last season, and likely 
would have made it with a win over Michigan 
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State in the conference championship game. 

The Hawkeyes appear to still be the class of the 
Big Ten West. Quarterback C.J. Beathard returns, 
and cornerback Desmond King is back to lead the 
defense. 


No. 5 - Nebraska 

The Huskers lose a few offensive linemen, 
but almost everyone else is back for an offense 
that should be better after having a year to get 
acclimated to new coach Mike Riley’s scheme and 
system. 

Nate Gerry returns to anchor a defense that 
struggled a bit last season, but should improve. 

The Huskers lost a lot of hard-luck games in 
2015, and a few of them should go their way in 
2016. 
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No. 6 - Wisconsin 

Like many Big Ten schools, the quarterback position is a 
bit of a concern heading into the 2016 season. 

The good news is the running game - as usual - should 
be very good for the Badgers with Corey Clement and Co. 

The schedule is brutal in 2016, and losing defensive 
coordinator Dave Aranda to LSU could hurt more than 
some think. 


No. 7 - Northwestern 

The Wildcats have an outstanding running back in Justin 
Jackson, and quarterback Clayton Thorson should be better 
after getting a year of valuable experience last season. 

The 2015 season ended with a dud in the bowl game 
against Tennessee, but we know coach Pat Fitzgerald will 
use that as motivation and have his Wildcats ready to play 
when the 2016 season begins. 


No. 8 - Penn State 

Much of the focus is going to be on losing quarterback 
Christian Hackenberg, but the losses on the defensive side 
are big. 

Austin Johnson, Anthony Zettel and Carl Nassib are all 
gone from the defensive line, and that his a lot of production 
to replace. 

Losing defensive coordinator Bob Shoop to Tennessee 
could also be huge. The Lions’ defense has been stout the 
last few seasons. 

The good news is the running game should be in great 
shape with Saquon Barkley and Miles Sanders. 


No. 9 - Minnesota 

The 2015 season was a disappointing one on the field for 
the Gophers, and it was filled with distractions off the field. 

Tracy Claeys has taken over for Jerry Kill full time, so this 
coaching transition should be smoother than most. 

Mitch Leidner is back and quarterback, and he has some 
weapons at his disposal. 

The losses of Briean Boddy-Calhoun and Eric Murray in 
the secondary are big. 


No. 10 - Maryland 

The Terrapins need to decide on a quarterback, but most 
of the offensive production returns from 2015. 

On defense, it’s a bit of a different story. Safety Sean 
Davis and defensive linemen Quinton Jefferson and Yannick 
Ngakoue are off to the NFL. 

New coach D.J. Durkin has some talent on the roster, 
he just needs to put some of the pieces together and limit 
the turnovers on offense. That is easier said than done for 
quarterbacks Perry Hills and Caleb Rowe. 


No. 11 - Indiana 
The Hoosiers made a bowl game last season, and coach 
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Kevin Wilson cooled off his very hot coaching seat after he 
got a long-term deal to remain at Indiana. 

Quarterback Nate Sudfeld is gone, and it is a jumbled 
race to see who will take over for him. 

Factor in the losses of Jason Spriggs and Jordan Howard 
on offense, and it could be tough sledding for the Hoosiers 
in 2016. 

Devine Redding can pick up where Howard left off, 
and wide receiver Simmie Cobbs Jr. has talent but needs 
someone to get him the ball. 

Star offensive lineman Dan Feeney will anchor the line 
with Spriggs gone. 


No. 12 - Illinois 

The Illini showed some flashes last season, but in the end 
it wasn’t enough for Bill Cubit to keep his job. 

Lovie Smith steps in to a tough situation, returning to 
the college game after spending the last two decades in the 
NFL. 

Smith and the Illini got some bad news when standout 
receiver Mikey Dudek tore his ACL again, meaning he will 
miss his second consecutive season after a great freshman 
campaign in 2014. 

There is also a lot to replace on defense, including leader 
Jihad Ward. 


No. 13 - Rutgers 

New coach Chris Ash was hired to turn the football 
program around - on and off the field. 

Last year was filled with turmoil. There were several 
arrests and coach Kyle Flood was suspended after academic 
improprieties were discovered. 

On the field, the Scarlet Knights also lose star receiver 
Leonte Carroo. Janarion Grant will fill some of the void and 
will be the favorite target of whichever quarterback wins the 
starting job - Chris Laviano or Hayden Rettig. 

Ash needs to be given some time to clean up the culture 
first, which should help lead to more positive results on the 
field. 


No. 14 - Purdue 

Darrell Hazell is still the head coach at Purdue, but he 
made a lot of staff changes with the hopes of turning things 
around with the Boilermakers. 

Quarterback David Blough showed some good signs as a 
freshman, and he should be able to build off that rookie year 
now that he has played a season in the Big Ten. 

Spring drills were tough on the team, with running back 
D.J. Knox and offensive lineman Eric Swingler suffering 
ACL injuries. 

DeAngelo Yancey showed he can be a playmaker for 
Blough or touted freshman quarterback Elijah Sindelar. 

Hazell is just 6-30 overall and 2-22 in the Big Ten, so 


something has to give this season or it will likely be his last. 
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2016 SCHEDULE <3 “d 
a 4¢5) 

Sept. 10 Sacramento State 

Sept. 17 @ Toledo / ah 

Sept. 24 Tulsa r/: 

Oct. 1 UNLV 

Oct. 8 @ Nevada ; | 

Oct. 14 San Diego State Hi 

Oct. 22 @ Utah State 

Oct. 28 Air Force 

Nov. 5 @ Colorado State 

Nov. 19 Hawaii 

Nov. 26 San Jose State 


2015 RESULTS (3-9, 2-6) 
Abilene Christian W, 34-13 


@ Ole Miss L, 73-21 
Utah L, 45-24 
@ San Jose State L, 49-23 
@ San Diego State L, 21-7 
Utah State L, 56-14 
UNLV W, 31-28 
@ Air Force L, 42-14 
Nevada L, 30-16 
@ Hawaii W, 42-14 
@ BYU L, 52-10 
Colorado State L, 34-31 
HEAD COACH 
Tim — 
DeRuyter | ~~ ay FRESNO STATE LOOKS TO REBOUND 
wens | i Coming off its worst season since a 2-9 campaign in 1973, Fresno State has 
— : undergone some staff and personnel changes in the offseason. 
— During the disastrous 3-9 season, which ended a three-year streak of playing 
State after in a post-season bowl., Fresno State was outscored on average 38.1 to 22.2 last 
leading the season. The Bulldogs averaged 178.3 passing yards per game and 136.8 rushing 
Bulldogs yards per game. Conversely, opponents averaged 446.2 yards of total offense per 
to back- game and scored nearly twice as many touchdowns. 
to-back — The Bulldogs converted 37 percent of their third-down attempts, but 
oo its defense allowed opponents to convert 46 percent of their third-down 
Conmisnce opportunities. 
titles in 2012 and 2013. In 2014, the 
Long Beach, California native also UPTEMPO OFFENSE 
guided Fresno State to the MWC New offensive coordinator Eric Kiesau is hoping to make the Fresno State 


title game and a bowl game for 

the third-straight season. The Air 
Force graduate has a 29-23 record 
at Fresno State and career record of 


more efficient. Last season, the Bulldogs ranked second to last in the Mountain 
West in number of plays ran. 
“That’s not going to happen this year,” sophomore quarterback Chason Virgil 


30-23. The 2013 team tied the school told the Fresno Bee. “We're definitely going to be first in plays run. The goal for 
record for the most wins in a season. us, if we can run 90 plays in a game, then we’re going to run 90 plays in a game. 
Prior to Fresno State, DeRuyter was Whatever it takes to win. We want to stress the defense and make them get tired. 
the assistant head coach/defensive Once we get into the second half, late in the third quarter or the beginning of the 


coordinate at Takase fourth quarter, they should be drenched by that point. The defense should not be 


116 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | MAY/JUNE/JULY 2016 


PAN R man ING 


able to hang around with us.” 


QUARTERBACK CAROUSEL 
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Four different quarterbacks started 
games in 2015. 

Zack Greenlee, who had two years 
of eligibility remained, transferred after 
graduating in May. He completed 74 of 
156 pass attempts for 866 yards and 13 
touchdowns in 2015. 

That leaves sophomore Chason Virgil, 
who missed the final nine games after 
suffering a broken clavicle in the second 
half of a loss to Utah in week three. 

Senior Ford Childress, a transfer from 
West Virginia, saw his first action in a 73- 
21 loss to Ole Miss. 

He then started against San Jose State, 
completing 19 of 32 pass attempts for 159 
yards and two touchdowns. 

However, after that game, he suffered 
an internal injury and missed the final 
eight games. 

That left sophomore Kilton Anderson 
and Greenlee. 

Anderson completed 78 of 157 
pass attempts for 817 yards and two 
touchdowns, but was intercepted five 
times. He also ran 51 times for 211 yards 
and five touchdowns. 
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RUNNING BACK RETURNS 


Running back Dontel James is back 
in the program after leaving following an 
injury-plagued redshirt freshman season 
in 2014. 

“Offseason, I was worked out hard,” 
he told the Fresno Bee. “I made a couple 
of workout videos. I was just grinding. I 
don’t like being out of shape. That’s one 
thing I don’t like.” 

James is at the front of a position 
group that includes redshirt freshman 
Bryson Oglesby, Wesley Hill and Marcus 
Chambers. They will be counted on to fill 
the void left by graduate Marteze Waller, 
who led the Bulldogs with 920 rushing 
yards and five touchdowns last season. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska is 2-0 all-time against 
Fresno State. The Huskers last traveled 
to Fresno State in 2014 and Nebraska 
turned in a 55-19 victory. NU scored on 
a 70-yard touchdown pass by Tommy 
Armstrong Jr to Jordan Westerkamp, a 
57-yard run by Ameer Abdullah, a 62- 
yard run by Imani Cross and an 86-yard 
punt return by De’Mornay Pierson-El. 
In Lincoln in 2011, Nebraska defeated 
the Bulldogs 42-29. 
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FRESNO STATE 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Zack Greenlee, Jr. 866 13 
Kilton Anderson, Fr. 817 2 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes-Yards-TDs 
Marteze Waller, Sr. 228-920-5 
Dustin Garrison, Sr. 54-294-2 
Kilton Anderson, Fr. 51-211-5 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Jamire Jordan, Fr. 46-540-5 
KeeSean Johnson, Fr. 37-337-2 
Da’Mari Scott, Jr. 24-364-3 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Ejiro Ederaine, Sr. 54 45 99 
Jeff Camilli, Jr 35 41 76 
Kyrie Wilson, Sr. 35 39 74 
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2016 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 3 Northern Illinois 
Sept. 17 UC Davis 

Sept. 23 @E. Michigan 
Oct. 1 @ Colorado State 
Oct. 8 Air Force 

Oct. 22 @ Nevada 

Oct. 29 Boise State 

Nov. 5 Utah State 

Nov. 12 @ UNLV 

Nov. 19 San Diego State 
Nov. 26 @ New Mexico 


2015 RESULTS (2-10, 2-6) 
North Dakota L, 24-13 
Eastern Michigan L, 48-29 
@Washington State L, 31-14 
New Mexico L, 38-28 
@ Appalachian State L, 31-13 
@ Air Force L, 31-17 
Nevada W, 28-21 
@ Boise State L, 34-14 
@ Utah State L, 58-27 
Colorado State _—_L, 26-7 
@ San Diego State L, 38-3 
UNLV W, 35-28 


HEAD COACH 

Craig Bohl is entering his third 
year as Wyoming’s head coach after 
going 6-18 during his first two years. 
Bohl, who 
is entering 
his 36th 
year of > 
coaching, ; “Ae , 
previously , 
coached 
North 
Dakota 
State 
from 1993 
to 2013 
where he 
compiled 
a 104-32 
record, 
including a 43-2 record in his final 
three seasons. He also won three- 
consecutive FCS titles those seasons 
and was FCS Coach of the Year in 


2012 and 2013. He was the linebackers 


coach at NU when the Huskers won 
national titles in 1995 and 1997. 
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NEBRASKA ALUM BOHL LOOKS TO TURN THINGS AROUND 


Former Nebraska assistant coach Craig Bohl hasn’t been able to parlay 
the success he had at North Dakota State over to Wyoming. 

The Cowboys went 4-8 in his first season and then slipped to 2-10 last 
season, which was the worst Wyoming record since a similar campaign in 
Vic Koenning’s last season in 2002. 

Wyoming started 0-6 before defeating Nevada 28-21 on Oct. 7. The 
Cowboys then lost four more games in a row before ending the season 
with a 35-28 victory over UNLV before a season-low crowd of 11,149 
points at War Memorial Stadium in Laramie. 

“T knew it was going to be a challenging year with the number of 
freshmen that we had playing,” Bohl told the Casper Star-Tribune. “We 
made a determination to not go junior college route heavily and build 
with some freshmen and underclassmen. We certainly would have liked 
for our record to have been better, but I knew it was going to be more of a 
challenging year than our first year from the standpoint of the number of 
young players. But, yeah, we were disappointed with the record.” 

However, heading into season three, Bohl now has recruited more than 
half of the players on his roster. He has a series of things he thinks his 
team needs to improve on to get things headed in the right direction. 

“T think the biggest thing is for us to be able to stay on the field on third 
down offensively, significantly improve and score in the red zone; that 
will be a combination of being more efficient on offense and improving in 
field-goal kicking,” Bohl said. “Certainly scoring and finishing out drives 
is going to be a really important issue. Defensively, preventing big plays. 
At the beginning of the year, we were abysmal with those big plays that 
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occurred. We still had them as the 
year went along, but we’ll need to be 
better at that. And then I think really 
it’s going to be important to flip that 
turnover margin around to where we 
do a better job of hanging onto the 
football and we do a much better job 
of creating takeaways.” 


HILL'S RUSHING A HIGHLIGHT 


Junior running back Brian Hill 
was one of the few bright spots for 
the Cowboys as he carried 246 times 
for 1,399 yards and five touchdowns. 
That followed up a freshman season 
in which he rushed 145 times for 796 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

“If you look at individually, I think 
that Brian Hill had a phenomenal 
year,” Bohl said. “He has shown that 
he has got ability to do some special 
things and make plays not only with 
our offensive line but on his own. So 
we're really pleased with that aspect of 
the game.” 

Sophomore Nico Evans and senior 
Shaun Wick both rushed for more than 
100 yards in Wyoming’s spring game 
and should provide depth behind Hill. 


NEXT IN LINE AT QUARTERBACK 


Last year’s starting quarterback 
Cam Coffman graduated, so the 
Cowboys had sophomore Josh Allen 
and sophomore Nick Smith battling 
for the positon in spring camp. Smith 
appeared in five games last season, 
completing 27 of 60 pass attempts for 
245 yards and two touchdowns. Smith, 
a 6-foot-4, 233-pounder, also scored 
two rushing touchdowns. Allen, a 
junior college transfer, appeared in two 
games last year, completing 4 of 6 pass 
attempts for 51 yards. The 6-foot-5, 
230-pounder, also carried three times 
for 40 yards. Coming out of spring, 
Bohl didn’t name Allen the starter over 
Smith, but stated that he was ahead of 
him based on his body of work. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


HOOPER HELPS AT RECEIVER 


Redshirt freshman wide receiver 
Austin Conway, who had been a 
member of the Wyoming basketball 
team, came out for spring practice 
while still being on a basketball 
scholarship for the Cowboy basketball 
team. Bohl is not sure what Conway’s 
status going forward in terms of 
playing football or basketball or both 
may be. 

“Coach (Allen) Edwards and I have 
a really good rapport and relationship,” 
said Bohl. “Allen was gracious in 
allowing Austin (Conway) to give 
football a try. Austin is not a fish out 
of water. I think he sees himself as a 
football player, but Austin and I are 
going to have a good conversation, and 
I’m going to run that all through Allen. 
We certainly appreciate his (Austin’s) 
efforts out here.” 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska is 7-0 all-time against 
Wyoming. The Cowboys gave NU a 
scare back in 2013 before the Huskers 
won 37-34 in the season opener for 
both teams at Memorial Stadium. 


WYOMING'S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 


Cam Coffman, Sr. 1,951 18 


Nick Smith, Fr. 245 2; 
Rushing 

Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 

Brian Hill, So. 281-1,631-6 

Nick Smith, Fr. 45-157-2 

Shaun Wick, Jr. 43-97-1 

Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 

Jake Maulhart, Jr. 57-653-8 

Tanner Gentry, Jr. 37-678-4 

Jacob Hollister, Jr. 26-355-3 
Tackles 


Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Andrew Wingard, Fr. 83 39 122 
Lucas Wacha, Jr. 46 50 96 
Marcus Epps, Fr. 59 24 83 
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2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


UC Davis 
Virginia 

@ Nebraska 
Colorado 

@ Wash. State 
Washington 
@ California 
Arizona State 
@ USC 
Stanford 

@ Utah 

@ Oregon State 


2015 RESULTS (9-4, 7-2) 


Eastern Washington W, 61-42 
@ Michigan State L, 31-28 


Georgia State 
Utah 
@ Colorado 
Washington State 
@ Washington 
@ Arizona State 
California 
@ Stanford 
USC 
Oregon State 
TCU* 

*Alamo Bowl 


HEAD COACH 


Mark Helfrich has compiled a 33-8 


record in 
three years 
at Oregon, 
including 
taking his 
team to 

the 2014 
BCS title 
game.Since 
becoming its 
head coach 
in 2013, 
Helfrich has 
experienced 
more 
success in 
his first two 
seasons at 
the Ducks’ 


W, 61-28 

L, 62-20 

W, 41-24 

L, 45-38 (OT) 
W, 26-20 

W, 61-55 (30T) 

W, 44-28 

W, 38-36 

W, 48-28 

W, 52-42 

L, 47-41 (30T) 


helm than any other football coach 
in school history. In 2015 Helfrich 


was given a five-year contract through 


2020. 


Running|Back@ 
Royce|Freeman 


tory/By Kevin'Houck=Photos By Eric/EVANst ><. see a 


— ed ate ean 


DUCKS LOOKING TO GET BACK TO DOUBLE-DIGIT VICTORIES 


The Ducks are coming off a nine win season, their first non double-digit win total 
in seven years. That being said, don’t think anybody in Eugene is in panic mode 
heading into the 2016 season. 

Oregon struggled with inconsistent play and injuries at the quarterback position 
to begin the 2016 season, starting with a 3-3 record. The Ducks lost at Michigan 
State and at home against Utah in two of their three losses. 

They finally turned things around and won their last six games to end the season 
with wins at Stanford and in Eugene against the Trojans. Oregon finished second in 
the Pac 12 North behind Stanford. 

Mark Helfrich’s crew headed to Texas to play TCU in the Alamo Bowl. The 
Ducks were up 31-0 at halftime cruising their way to a bowl win until the Frogs 
came back to tie the score at the end of the game. Starting quarterback Vernon 
Adams was injured in the second half. TCU won in three overtimes to give Oregon 
its fourth loss of the season. 

TheDucks return seven starters on offense and five on defense. Oregon loses 
Adams at quarterback and reload in the defensive trenches after losing DeForest 
Buckner to the NFL. 

Starting running back Royce Freeman returns to the backfield. Freeman will be 
in the Heisman talks after rushing for 1,836 yards and 17 touchdowns in 2015. 

Oregon lost its two top wideouts in Bralon Addison and Byron Marshall but 
wide receiver is one of the Ducks’ deepest positions. 

Helfrich hired Brady Hoke as Oregon’s new defensive coordinator. The Ducks 
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will have to quickly adjust from a 3-4 to 4-3 
defense to have success in 2016. 


NEW YEAR, NEW GRADUATE TRANSFER 


In year two of post-Mariota, Oregon 
has again gone outside the program and 
found a graduate transfer quarterback to 
be under center. Last year, Vernon Adams 
was a graduate transfer from Eastern 
Washington. This year, Dakota Prukop 
transfers to Eugene from Montana State. 
Tim Cramsey, former Montana State and 
now Nevada offensive coordinator, was 
Chip Kelly’s under study when they both 
were at New Hampshire in the early 2000s. 

Cramsey ran the same spread offense 
that Oregon simulates which makes 
Prukop a perfect fit. Prukop threw for 
3,025 yards with 28 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions last season. He was named 
a 2015 FCS First Team All-American in 
2015. He enrolled in January and had his 
struggles on the field throughout spring 
camp, but played well in the spring game. 
The job seems to be Prukops to lose but he 
will have competition this fall. 

Redshirt senior Jeff Lockie and redshirt 
junior Taylor Alie both saw action 
last fall in place of the injured Adams. 
Travis Jonsen gets his first real taste of 
competition this year after redshirting. He 
is considered the dark horse in the race and 
many expect him to give himself a fighting 
chance. He threw for 188 yards with a 
touchdown and interception in the spring 
game. 


IN WITH THE NEW, OUT WITH THE OLD 


Oregon will transfer from a 3-4 to 4-3 
in Hoke’s defense. The defense gave up 
big plays in the spring game adjusting to 
the new defense. Can the defense rise up 
to the occasion? Defensive line has long 
been a strength for the Ducks but they 
lost Bruckner to clog up the trenches. 
Oregon will have to replace his 10.5 
sacks last season. They lost six on their 
front seven only returning defensive end 
Henry Mondeaux. Rex Manu and Austin 
Maloata must maximize their role. 

There is no question the secondary has 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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talent and depth but they were the defensive 
weakness last season. It showed in the 
second half of the bowl game against TCU. 
Oregon ranked a detrimental 126th against 
the pass last season. Playmaker Tyree 
Robinson needs to step up. 


FILLING THE GAPS 


Oregon’s offensive line will need 
rebuilding this season. They lost their 
center and both the guard and tackle on the 
left side. A team ranked sixth nationally in 
the run last season must reload to keep up 
the productivity. Starting right tackle last 
season Tyrell Crosby is poised to move to 
the left tackle position. Redshirt freshman 
Jake Hanson filled the vacant center 
position in the spring and seems to have 
the position on lock. Senior Zac Morgan 
will take over the duties at right tackle and 
junior Jake Pisarcik will man the right 
guard spot. Cameron Hunt returns for his 
senior season at right guard. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska owns a 5-1 advantage over the 
Ducks, including four-straight wins in the 
series. The last meeting was a 48-14 win by 
Nebraska in 1986 in Lincoln. The Huskers 
also won 63-0 in 1985 in Lincoln. 
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OREGON'S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 


Vernon Adams, Sr. 2,643 26 
Jeff Lockie, Jr.. 580 5 


Rushing 
Rushes-Yards-TDs 

283-1,836-17 
77-570-3 
52-364-3 


Player, Year 
Royce Freeman, So. 
Taj Griffin, Fr. 
Kani Benoit, So. 


Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Bralon Addison, Jr. 63-804-10 
Darren.Carrington, So. 32-609-6 
Dwayne Stanford, Jr. 30-463-5 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Joe Walker, Sr. 44 43 87 
DeForest Buckner, Sr. 43 40 83 
Rodney. Hardrick Sr. 42 39 (56 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Western Michigan 
Sept. 10 Illinois State 
Sept. 17 Duke 
Sept. 24 Nebraska 
Oct. 1 @ Iowa 
Oct. 15 @ Michigan State 
Oct. 22 Indiana 
Oct. 29 @ Ohio State 
Nov. 5 Wisconsin 
Nov. 12 @ Purdue 
Nov. 19 @ Minnesota 
Nov. 26 Illinois 
2015 RESULTS (10-3, 6-2) 
Stanford W, 16-6 
Eastern Illinois W, 41-0 
@ Duke W, 19-10 
Ball State W, 24-19 
Minnesota W, 27-0 
@ Michigan L, 38-0 
Towa L, 40-10 
@ Nebraska W, 30-28 
Penn State W, 23-21 
Purdue W, 21-14 - 
@ Wisconsin W,13-7 
@ Illinois* L, 24-14 
Tennessee** L, 45-6 

* Soldier Field in Chicago 

** Outback Bowl 
HEAD COACH 

Pat 
Fitzgerald " 
(70-56) will Story By|Kevin flomdicc Finotes Genrigasy off Nordine Athleticst, ‘on 
be beginning 
his 11th NORTHWESTERN LOOKING TO FOLLOW UP 10-WIN SEASON 
season this Northwestern went 5-0 in one-score games last season on its way to a 10-win 
ean ee season, finishing second in the Big Ten West division. Pat Fitzgerald has rebuilt 
Wildcats. this team into a Big Ten foe teams cannot over look. 
Asa player The Wildcats opened the season beating Stanford, 16-6, at home and won 
in 1995, their first five games. They then had tough back-to-back games at Michigan and 
Fitzgerald at home against Iowa. Northwestern lost both by a combined total of 78 to 10. 
was the leader of a suffocating Northwestern went on to win its next five games including at Nebraska and 
Wildcats defensive unit that led Wisconsin. The Wildcats earned themselves a bid to the Outback Bowl, where 


the nation in scoring defense and 
anchored NU’s storybook run to the 
Big Ten championship and Rose Bowl. 
He capped the year by winning both 


they lost 45-6 to Tennessee. 
They had their high moments and low moments during the season struggling 
to find consistency. The Wildcats finished last in the Big Ten in scoring and 


the Nagurski and Bednarik Awards as yards-per-game. 

the nation’s top defensive player and Northwestern’s schedule in 2016 is anything but a cake walk. They have 

also was the Big Ten, Chevrolet and home games against Nebraska and Wisconsin but face a daunting away 

es IllustratedDefensive Player of schedule playing Iowa, Michigan State and Ohio State in a four-week span. 
e Year. 


The Wildcats return seven starters on offense and six on the defensive 
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side in 2016. On offense, quarterback 
Clayton Thorson returns but must 
improve on his accuracy. He threw just 
over 50 percent last season. There will be 
no one to push Thorson for the starting 
position so he must be able to perform 
for the Wildcats. 

Justin Jackson returns to the backfield 
after a 1,400-yard season, which was 
second behind Ohio State’s Ezekiel 
Elliott in the Big Ten. He only had five 
rushing touchdowns so he must be more 
consistent in the redzone. 

Linebacker Anthony Walker returns 
to lead the defense. He led the Big Ten 
with 120 total tackles. Look for Walker 
to be in the conversation for Big Ten 
Defensive Player of the Year by years 
end. 


WHO WILL BE CATCHING PASSES? 


The wide receiver position couldn’t be 
counted on last year in the passing game. 
Only two players finished the season 
with over 300 receiving yards, and one 
of those was a running back. 

Three out of the top six receptions 
leaders have moved on this season. They 
are Christian Jones, Mike Mchugh and 
Miles Shuler. 

Flynn Nagel returns after an injury 
ended his 2015 season. He had four 
reception for 47 yards in five games 
but showed promise throughout the 
beginning of his freshman campaign. 

Second leading receiver and most 
experienced Austin Carr returns after 
having 16 receptions for 302 yards. 

Solomon Vault moves to wide 
receiver after spending his first two 
years at running back. He made the 
switch during bowl prep last season. 

His athleticism is an intriguing fit and 
something to watch for. 

One of these wide receivers must step 
up but are any of them No.1 worthy? 


SOME GOOD OFFENSIVE OPTIONS 


Defensive line was one of 
Northwestern’s strongest positions last 
year. They ranked sixth in the Big Ten in 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Running, Back 
Justin Jackson 


sacks with 31 and rush defense allowing 
126 yards a game. 

The Wildcats lose both defensive ends 
in Dean Lowry and Deonte Gibson, 
who combined for 12 sacks last season. 
Lowry was a second team All-Big Ten 
selection and Gibson earned third team 
All-Big Ten by the media. 

Xavier Washington and Ifeado 
Odenigbo will counted on to fill the need 
on the defensive line. Odenigbo had high 
expectations coming into Evanston and 
now is the time to prove his worth. 

Northwestern returns both defensive 
tackles in Tyler Lancaster and C.J. 
Robbins, who will need to anchor the 
line. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska is 6-3 all-time against 
Northwestern but the Wildcats present 
to be a tougher challenge year in 
and year out. In the last five years, 
Northwestern is 3-2 against Nebraska, 
including a victory in Lincoln last 
season. Before last season, the Huskers 
won three games in a row including a 
blowout victory in Evanston in 2014. 

Nebraska will travel to Evanston in 
September for the Wildcats last home 
game of four to start the season before 


NORTHWESTERN’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Clayton Thorson, Fr. 1,522 ei 


Zack Oliver, Sr.. 267 2 
Rushing 

Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 

Justin Jackson, So. 312-1,418-5 


Clayton Thorson, Fr. 100-397-5 
Warren Long, Jr. 60-329-5 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Dan Vitale, Sr. 33-355-4 
Austin Carr, Jr. 16-302-2 
Christian Jones, Sr. 23-234-2 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Anthony Walker, Jr 63 57 120 
Godwin Igwebuike, So.51 36 87 
Traveon Henry, Sr. 48 26 74 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Murray State 
Sept. 10 North Carolina 
Sept. 17 Western Michigan 
Oct. 1 @ Nebraska 
Oct. 8 Purdue 

Oct. 15 @ Rutgers 

Oct. 22 @ Michigan 
Oct. 29 Minnesota 

Nov. 5 Michigan State 
Nov. 12 @Wisconsin 
Nov. 19 Iowa 

Nov. 26 @ Northwestern 


2015 RESULTS (5-7, 2-6) 
Kent State W, 52-3 
Western Illinois W, 44-0 
@ North Carolina L, 48-14 
Middle Tennessee W, 27-25 


Nebraska W, 14-13 
@ Iowa L, 29-20 
Wisconsin L, 24-13 
@ Penn State L, 39-0 
@ Purdue W, 48-14 
Ohio State L, 28-3 


@Minnesota L, 32-23 
Northwestern L, 24-14 


HEAD COACH 

Former 
Chicago 
Bears head. 
coach Lovie 
Smith 
became the 
25th head 
football 
coach at 
Illinois. He 
is the second 
coach to move directly from head 
coach in the NFL to Champaign- 
Urbana after John Mackovic took the 
Illini head coaching position in 1988 
following a career with the Kansas 
City Chiefs. Smith returns to college 
football for the first time since 1996 
after spending 19 years in the NFL, 
including 11 years as a head coach. 
Smith spent his first 14 years as a 
collegiate coach, working at Tulsa 
(1983-86), Wisconsin (1987), Arizona 
State (1988-91), Kentucky (1992), 
Tennessee (1993-94) and Ohio State 
(1995). 
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Story By Kevin Houck« Photos Gourtesy of Illinois Sports Information 


LOVIE SMITH RETURNS TO COLLEGE COACHING AT ILLINOIS 


The Fighting Illini head into the 2016 season after one of the most bizarre 
coaching carousels to take place in college football. Illinois fired former head coach 
Tim Beckham, one week before the start of the 2015 season, amid allegations of 
pressuring his players to play injured. 

Former offensive coordinator Bill Cubit was named interim head coach going 
into the opener and many think Cubit had Illinois playing at a higher level than 
expected. With wins against Nebraska and staying in the games til late with Iowa 
and Ohio State, he signed a two-year deal to erase the interim position and become 
the full-time head coach before the season finale against Northwestern. 

Cubit hired a whole new staff heading into the spring but one person decided 
otherwise. On the first day as new Illinois Athletic Director Josh Whitham fired 
Cubit. He then shocked the world and replaced Cubit with Lovie Smith to take over 
head coaching duties. 

Smith comes to Champagne after head coaching stints with the Chicago Bears 
and Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Whitham will look for Smith to rejuvenate the 
program and draw in recruits to soon become a contender in the Big Ten. 

Illinois finished the 2015 season with a 5-7 record and finished second to last in 
the Big Ten West with a 2-6 conference record. They will have to perform better on 
the road, only winning one last year against Purdue. 

Nine starters return from last year. Five on offense and four on defense. That 
mark is last in the Big Ten West. 

Veteran quarterback Wes Lunt returns under center to learn the new offensive 
playbook. He threw for 2,761 yards and 14 touchdowns last season. Hunt was also 
20th in the nation in completions per game with 22.5. 

Leading rusher Ke’Shawn Vaughn returns to the backfield for his sophomore 
campaign, after 700-yard rushing season. 

Illinois returns all four starting defensive lineman from last season. 
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SMITH WANTS IMPROVED DEFENSE 


Illinois will stick with the 4-3 scheme 
but will have to adapt to the Tampa 2 
defense too. Smith is a defensive guru but 
his defense could be a little too complex for 
college football. 

He will need to be an excellent recruiter 
for the secondary to develop depth and 
talent to play his Cover 2 defense. The one 
thing Smith has going for him in year one 
is he returns all four defensive lineman. 

The defense only had 19 sacks last 
season and in a dual-threat quarterback 
division the returners on the line must 
take the next step to carry the defense. 
Dawuane Smoot and Carol Phillips 
lead the defensive ends upfront. Chunky 
Clements also returns at the defensive 
tackle position. Smoot record 2.5 sacks 
and 7.5 tackles for loss last season. Look 
for him to more explosive off the edge. 

He reportedly slimmed down his frame 
throughout the winter and spring. 

The Fighting Illini lose six of their 
top seven tacklers. Two-year starting 
linebacker T.J. Neal transferred 
this season, along with two backup 
linebackers. Safety Taylor Barton is 
the only returning starter in the back 
seven from last season. Illinois lost its 
best player in the secondary to the NFL 
in Clayton Fejedelem. Cornerbacks 
V’Angelo Bentley and Eaton Spence 
are gone too. Darius Mosley and Jaylen 
Dunlap will take over the cornerback 
positions and junior college transfer 
Ahmari Haynes will look to factor into 
the secondary. 

Cal transfer Hardy Nickerson Jr. looks 
to have the middle linebacker position 
locked up, along with James Crawford and 
Tre’ Watson to round of the linebacking 
corps. He recorded 112 tackles last year at 
Cal. 


CALLING ALL PLAYMAKERS 


Illinois will have to count on more 
players other than Vaughn. They lost their 
two most explosive weapons from a year 
ago in running back Josh Ferguson and 
Geronimo Allison. Vaughn stepped up in 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


Ferguson’s absence when he was injured 
last season. 

Allison was the big bodied, go to wide 
receiver last season. He had 65 receptions 
for 882 yards and three touchdowns. Malik 
Turner will be the No.1 receiver after a 
39 reception season. Illinois took another 
blow. Mike Dudek looked poised for a big 
year after tearing his ACL last season, but 
he tore his ACL in his other knee in the 
spring. In 2014, Dudek set Illinois records 
for receptions and yards as a freshman. 

Someone in the fall will have to step into 
the No.2 receiver role and slot position to 
make this offense move. 


FILLING IN A FEW GAPS UP FRONT 


For the most part, Illinois offensive line 
returns in good shape. They return three 
of their five starters from last season. Both 
the right and left guard positions are up for 
grabs heading into the fall. 

Coming back are left tackle Austin 
Schmidt, center Joe Spencer and right 
tackle Christian DiLauro. The top 
candidates to fill those two guard positions 
are redshirt freshman Gabe Megginson 
and former junior college transfer Connor 
Brennan. Both took most of the reps with 
the first team in the spring practice. 

Whoever fills the gap on the line will 
have to get a better push up front. The 
Fighting Illini ranked last in the Big Ten in 
rush offense, only averaging 129.3 yards 
per game. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska is 9-3-1 all-time against 
Illinois, but suffered a 14-13 loss last 
season after mismanaging the clock 
down the stretch. Leading 13-7, all 
Nebraska had to do was run the clock 
out since Illinois didn’t have any 
timeouts. Instead the Huskers threw an 
incomplete pass, leaving time for Ilinois 
to drive the length of the the field and 
win the game. Prior to that victory, the 
Illini’s last win over Nebraska came in 
1924. The Huskers had won the first two 
Big Ten meetings 45-14 in 2014 and 39- 
19 in 2013. 


Defensive End 
© fo situane’ Smoot 
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ILLINOIS’ 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Wes Lunt, Jr. 2,761 14 
Chayce Crouch, Fr. 160 2 


Rushing 


Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Ke’Shawn Vaughn, Fr. 157-723-6 
Josh Ferguson, Sr. 129-708-3 
Chayce Crouch, Fr.. 25-96-1 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Geronimo Allison, Sr. 65-882-3 
Malik Turner, So. 39-510-3 
Desmond Cain, Fr. 53-492-1 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Clayton Fejedelem, Sr. 74 66 140 
TJ. Neal, Jr. 43 66 109 
Mason Monheim, Sr. 34 64 98 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 1 Fla. International 
Sept. 10 Ball State 

Sept. 24 Wake Forest 
Oct. 1 Michigan State 
Oct. 8 @ Ohio State 
Oct. 15 Nebraska 

Oct. 22 @ Northwestern 
Oct. 29 Maryland 

Nov. 5 @ Rutgers 

Nov. 12 Penn State 

Nov. 19 @ Michigan 
Nov. 26 Purdue 


2015 RESULTS (6-7, 2-6) 
Southern Illinois W, 48-47 
Florida International W, 36-22 
Western Kentucky W, 38-35 
@Wake Forest W, 31-24 
Ohio State L, 34-27 
@ Penn State L, 29-7 
Rutgers L, 55-52 
@ Michigan State L, 52-26 
Towa L, 35-27 
Michigan L, 48-41 (2OT) 
@ Maryland W, 47-28 
@ Purdue W, 54-36 
Duke* L, 44-41 (OT) 
* Pin Stripe Bowl 


HEAD COACH 
Kevin 
Wilson led 
Indiana 
to its first 
bowl game 
last season 
since 2007. 
During 
his time at 
Indiana, 
Wilson’s 
offenses 
have set 
47 school 
records, including single-season 
points, total yardage, passing yardage 
and rushing yardage. In 2015, Indiana 
also led the Big Ten in total offense, 
scoring offense and passing offense, 
the first team since Ohio State in 1995 
to do so. Wilson was named Indiana 
University’s 28th head football 
coach on Dec. 7, 2010 after being at 
Oklahoma as assistant. 
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The Hoosiers went bowling for the first time since 2007. Head coach Kevin 
Wilson led Indiana to 6-7 record, losing to Duke, 44-41, in overtime last season. They 
finished fifth in the Big Ten East with 2-6 conference record. 

Indiana had a tale of two seasons in 2015, they won their first four games to begin 
the season then faced a disastrous Big Ten slate, losing their next six games. In was 
the second time losing six games in as many years. In those six games, they lost to 
Ohio State, Michigan State, lowa and Michigan. Those teams all finished in the top 5 
in the Big Ten. 

Even with the good fortune last season, Wilson has yet to guide Indiana to a 
winning season. Indiana is committed to building the football program in small steps. 
They gave Wilson a six year, $15.5 million extension through 2021. 

Wilson enters his fifth year, looking to move Indiana to a bowl win but the task 
will be harder than one might think. Indiana lost many starters in key positions. 

The Hoosiers return six starters from the offense and seven on defense heading 
into 2016. 

Indiana loses quarterback Nate Sudfeld, running back Jordan Howard and left 
tackle Jason Sprigs to the NFL. 

Three return to the offense line but Indiana should have enough depth to fill the 
need at center and left tackle. All-American right guard Dan Feeney returns too. 

Wide receiver Stmmie Cobbs Jr. led the receiving corps with 60 reception for 1,035 
yards in the 2015 campaign. 

The back seven of the defense all returns but all four on the defensive line will 
need to be replaced. 

Indiana has games against Michigan State, Ohio State, Nebraska and 
Northwestern to open the Big Ten play. They then travel to Ann Arbor on Nov. 19. 


REPLACING SCHOOL RECORD QUARTERBACK 


Nate Sudfeld leaves Bloomington as Indiana’s all-time passing yards and 
touchdown leader. He led the Indiana offense to a Big Ten best of 36.5 points per 
game. The Hoosiers will look at a couple different quarterback to fill the void. 

Junior college transfer Richard Lagow heads the position coming out of spring. 
Lagow’s college career has been an interesting one to say the least. He signed with 
UConn out of high school and then decided to walk-on at Oklahoma State. He 
then went to Cisco Community College in Texas. He was ranked as one of the top- 
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ranked juco quarterbacks last season. 

Pushing Lagow for the job will be 
Zander Diamont. He missed spring ball 
with an ankle injury. Diamont backed up 
Sudfeld in 2015, starting eight games in 
the last two seasons. Danny Cameron will 
continue to push for the starting job in the 
fall also. 


WILL DEFENSIVE HOLD UP ITS END? 


Wilson let go former defensive 
coordinator Brian Knoor after two 
seasons. Indiana’s defense was last in the 
Big Ten in yards and points allowed in 
2015. 

He hired Tom Allen to take his place. 
Allen was defensive coordinator last 
season at South Florida. Wilson looks for 
Allen’s 4-2-5 defense to slow down the Big 
Ten’s spread offenses. Before accepting the 
position, Allen was searched out by many 
head coaching vacancies in the offseason. 

Defensive line has been a concern 
for Indiana in past years and it will 
only become more complicated. The 
Hoosiers lose Nick Mangieri, Darius 
Latham and Adarius Rayner from the 
defensive line last season. Shawn Heffern, 
Robert McCray and Ralphael Green are 
considered to be the players to replace the 
three from 2015. Mark Hagan comes in as 
the defensive line coach. He coached the 
past two years at Texas A&M, but was on 
Wilson’s original staff. 

The back seven returns all seven 
starters from last season, including 
linebackers Tegray Scales and Marcus 
Oliver, cornerback Rashard Fant and 
safety Jonathan Crawford. Oliver led 
the Hoosiers in tackles last season. The 
secondary still had their struggles. They 
allowed 32 touchdowns through the air 
and ranked last in the Big Ten in passing 
yards. The secondary will have to learn 
and mature under Allen. 

The offense should have enough 
firepower to keep Indiana in game and 
that will stay true if the defensive group 
as a whole can make steady improvement 
throughout the year. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


FINDING THE NEXT PLAYMAKER 


After replacing Tevin Coleman with 
Jordan Howard in 2015, the Hoosiers will 
have to find another playmaking back 
to take over the run game. Howard was 
second in the Big Ten with 1,213 rushing 
yards and scored nine touchdowns last 
season. 

Devine Redding is ready to take over 
full-time duties. He rushed for over 1,000 
yards in 2015, including 227 yards in the 
Pinstripe Bowl against Duke. Camion 
Patrick will see time in the backfield too. 
Wilson had high praise for Patrick coming 
out of spring.. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


The Hoosiers are one of the few 
programs who own a winning record 
against Nebraska all-time Indians has 
won nine games, lost seven and tied three. 
However, Nebraska has won the last four 
meetings by an average of 36 points. In the 
69-17 win in 1978, I.M. Hipp rushed for 
123 yards and four scores. Indiana was an 
every-year opponent from 1975 to 1978 
and Nebraska was ranked in the top 12 
during all those meetings. The Hoosiers 
last defeated Nebraska in Bloomington in 
1945. 
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INDIANA’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 


Nate Sudfield, Sr. 3573 27 
Xander Diamont, So.. 166 0 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 
Jordan Howard, Jr. 196-1,229-9 
Devine Redding, So. 226-1,075-9 

Mike Majette, Fr. 37-181-0 
Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 

Smmie Cobbs Jr, So. 60-1,035-4 

Mitchell Paige, Jr. 57-684-6 

Ricky Jones, Jr. 54-906-5 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Marcus Oliver, So. 65 47 112 
Jonathan Crawford, Fr. 48 28 76 
T.J. Simmons, Jr. 34 39 73 
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2016 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 3 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept. 10 Cincinnati 
Sept. 24 Nevada 

Oct. 1 @ Maryland 
Oct. 8 @ Illinois 
Oct. 15 Iowa 

Oct. 29 Penn State 
Nov. 5 @ Minnesota 
Nov. 12 Northwestern 
Nov. 19 Wisconsin 
Nov. 26 @ Indiana 


2015 RESULTS (2-10, 1-7) 
Eastern Illinois = W, 42-20 
@ Marshall L, 41-31 
Indiana State W, 38-14 
Virginia Tech L, 51-24 
Bowling Green LL, 35-28 
@ Michigan State L, 24-21 
Minnesota L, 41-13 
@ Wisconsin L, 24-7 
Nebraska W, 55-45 
Illinois L, 48-14 
@ Northwestern L, 21-14 
@ Iowa City L, 40-20 
Indiana L, 54-36 


HEAD COACH 
Darrell 
Hazell was 
named the 
35th head 
football 
coach in 
Purdue 
University 
history on 
Dec. 5, 
2012. He 
signed a 
six-year 
contract. 
Hazell 
came to 
Purdue from 
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HAZELL ON HOT SEAT IN PURDUE 

With a 6-30 record in his first three seasons at Purdue, head coach Darrell 
Hazell likely is running out of time to rebuild the Boilermakers. 

Purdue hasn’t gotten too many positive breaks since ending it’s 2-10 


campaign in 2015. 

&é In its spring game, second-leading rusher D.J. Knox went down with an 
{ apparent knee injury. 

Pent siete : Earlier this year Purdue’s most experienced quarterback opted to transfer 

where he served as head coach in ; : : ; 

2011 and 2012, compiling a 16-10 for the second-straight season. Following the conclusion of spring football, 

record. Prior to his stint at Kent Purdue’s most experience defensive tackle 

State, Hazell spent seven seasons 

at Ohio State, where he served ITCHING TO LEAVE 

as assistant head coach and wide 

receivers coach under Jim Tressel. 


Fourth-year quarterback Austin Appleby announced in January that he 
was transferring to Florida upon his graduation from Purdue. Appleby played 
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in five games for Purdue last season, 
throwing for 1,260 yards with eight 
touchdowns and eight interceptions. He 
lost the starting job to David Blough, 
who finished the Boilermakers’ 2-10 
season as the starter. 

In 2014, Appleby took over for 
previous starter Danny Etling. 
Appleby threw for 1,449 yards with 10 
touchdowns and 11 interceptions in the 
Boilermakers’ 3-9 season. Etling also left 
Purdue after that season, transferring to 
LSU. 


FAMILIAR SIGNAL CALLER 


The departure of Appleby left Blough 
and redshirt freshman Elijah Sindelar as 
the only two scholarship players during 
the spring. 

“T don’t think it’s essential to 
come out of spring naming a No. 1,” 
Hazell said during a Big Ten coaches 
teleconference. “David has taken the 
majority of the No. 1 reps and done a 
nice job, but Elijah’s coming. He’s got 
a big arm and good enough feet to get 
himself out of trouble. He’s still learning 
the speed of the game. We’ll name 
someone early in fall camp and go, but 
those guys are both capable guys.” 

In 10 games last season, Blough 
completed 169 of 293 pass attempts for 
1,574 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


DT HOWARD LEAVES PROGRAM 


Purdue football announced in May 
that rising senior defensive tackle 
Ra’Zhan Howard plans to transfer 
out of the program. Howard recorded 
47 tackles over 29 career games with 
the Boilermakers, including 3.5 sacks. 
The 6-foot-4, 325-pound Howard was 
a starter last season. Howard did not 
participate in spring practices, with 
Hazell saying the New Jersey native 
needed to take care of unspecified 
responsibilities before returning to the 
field. 

On April 17, the Tippecanoe County 
Sheriff’s department arrested Howard on 
charges of false informing and leaving 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


the scene of a personal injury accident. 
He also was arrested Jan. 31 on charges 
of public intoxication. 

“We appreciate Ra’Zahn’s work the 
last three years,” Hazell said in a news 
release. “We want him to succeed in all 
of his future endeavors.” 


WORKHORSE BACK 


With Knox likely out this fall, more 
responsibility will be put on sophomore 
Markell Jones, who returns after a 
freshman season in which he gained 
875 yards and 10 touchdowns on 168 
attempts. The 5-foot-11, 211-pound 
running back also had 34 receptions for 
39 yards and a touchdown. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


The Boilermakers picked up their 
biggest win under Hazell with the 55-45 
home victory last year. It also evened the 
all-time series between the two teams at 
two victories apiece. Ryker Fyfe made 
his first career start in place of injured 
Tommy Armstrong Jr. and threw for 407 
yards and four touchdowns. He also had 
four costly interceptions. Purdue’s only 
other victory — 28-0 — in the series came 
back in 1958 


PURDUE’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 

Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 

David Blough, Fr. 1,574 10 

Austin Appleby, Jr 1,260 8 
Rushing 

Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Markell Jones, Fr. 168-875-10 
D.J. Knox, So. 108-408-2 
David Blough, Fr 67-94-4 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
DeAngelo Yancey, Jr. 36-569-8 
Danny Anthrop, Sr 57-430-2 
Markell Jones, Fr. 34-239-1 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Leroy Clark, Jr 54 34 88 
Danny Ezechukwu, So.40 39 79 
Andy Garcia, Jr 34 29.... 64 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 LSU* 

Sept. 10 Akron 

Sept. 17 Georgia State 
Sept. 24 @ Michigan State 
Oct. 1 @ Michigan 
Oct. 15 Ohio State 

Oct. 22 @ Iowa 

Oct. 29 Nebraska 

Nov. 5 @ Northwestern 
Nov. 12 Illinois 

Nov. 19 @ Purdue 

Nov. 26 Minnesota 


*Lambeau Field in Green Bay 


2015 RESULTS (10-3, 6-2) 


Alabama L, 35-17 
Miami (OH) W, 58-0 
Troy W, 28-3 
Hawaii W, 28-0 
Iowa L, 10-6 
@ Nebraska W, 23-21 
Purdue W, 24-7 
@ Illinois W, 24-13 
Rutgers W, 48-10 


@ Maryland W, 31-24 
Northwestern L, 13-7 

@ Minnesota W, 31-21 
USC W, 23-21 


HEAD COACH 
Paul 
Chryst 
begins his 
second 
year as 
the head 
coach at 
his alma 
mater. 
Chryst 
came 
back to 
Wisconsin 
after 
serving 
as the 
head coach at Pittsburgh for three 
years. As a second-generation 
football player for Wisconsin, 
the Platteville, Wis. native, 
earned three letters from 1986- 
1989 playing linebacker, safety, 
quarterback and tight end. 
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WISCONSIN MAKES 10 WiNS A YEAR LOOK EASY 

First-year Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst didn’t miss a beat, winning 10 
games compared to three losses. 

It was right in line with his predecessors. 

During the previous six years, the Badgers averaged 10 victories a season for 
former coaches Bret Bielema and Gary Andersen. 

The Badgers face one of the tougher schedules in the Big Ten this season 
as they host LSU to begin the season. Wisconsin then undergoes a six-game 
stretch with back-to-back road games at Michigan and Michigan State. 
Following a bye week, Wisconsin hosts Ohio State, travels to Iowa, hosts 
Nebraska and travels to Northwestern. 
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If Wisconsin is to have another 10- 
win season, the Badgers will need to 
have another defensive year like 2015, 
when they gave up 13.7 points per game. 
Offensively, the Badgers will need to 
improve on their 26.7 point per game 
average. 


NEXT IN LINE AT LINEBACKER 


The Badgers graduated Joe Schobert 
at linebacker, but the cupboard is 
anything but bare. 

Senior outside linebacker Vince Biegel 
has totaled 30.5 tackles for loss the last 
two years. He made 56 total tackles as 
a sophomore and 66 total tackles last 
season. After a redshirt season and 
missing another year due to injury, 
junior outside linebacker T.J. Watt is a 
player Wisconsin will be counting on 
this fall to play opposite Biegel. At the 
inside backer spot, junior Jack Cichy 
returns after making 60 tackles a year 
ago. Of those, eight were for a loss 
of 52 yards. Junior Garret Dooley is 
another linebacker Wisconsin coaches 
are excited about. ““‘He’s a guy that’s 
finding his spot,” Chryst said. 


STABLE OF RUNNING BACKS 


Senior running backs Corey Clement 
and Dare Ogunbowale and sophomore 
Taiwan Deal will be a formidable trio. 

Ogunbowale rushed for 819 yards and 
seven touchdowns last season to lead the 
Badgers. Deal rushed for 503 yards in 10 
games and Clement had 221 yards in the 
four games he was able to play in. 

Redshirt freshman Bradrick Shaw also 
impressed Chryst during the spring. 

“Bradrick and Tawain were able to 
take advantage of a lot of work this 
spring,” Chryst said. “Both the young 
backs did some good things this spring. 
You hope we’re deeper than we were last 
year.” 


QUARTERBACK COMPETITION 


With quarterbacks Joel Stave 
and Tanner McEvoy both gone to 
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graduation, senior Bart Houston and 
redshirt freshman Alex Hornibrook 

Houston has appeared in 15 games 
the last three years, but his most 
significant quarterback action came last 
year. Houston led the Buckeyes to a 24- 
13 win over Illinois in relief of injured 
starter Joel Stave. Houston connected 
on 22 of 33 pass attempts for 232 yards 
and two scores. He also threw two 
interceptions. 

Hornibrook has yet to play a game for 
the Badgers. 

“T’m excited to see how the 
competition plays out through fall 
camp,” departed Wisconsin wide 
receiver Alex Erickson told Varsity 
Magazine. “Either way, Wisconsin is 
going to be in good hands with Alex or 
Bart.” 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Wisconsin has won all but one meeting 
since the Huskers joined the Big Ten. 
The Badgers kicked a game-winning field 
goal in 2015 to escape Lincoln with a 
23-21 victory. The kick erased a 55-yard 
touchdown run by NU fullback Andy 
Janovich. The overall series now sits at six 
wins for Wisconsin and four victories for 
the Huskers. 
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WISCONSIN’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year Yards Touchdowns 
Joel Stave, Sr. 2,687 11 
Bart Houston, Jr 281 3 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Dare Ogunbowale, Jr. 194-819-5 
Taiwan Deal, Fr. 117-503-6 
Corey Clement, Jr. 48-221-5 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Alex Erickson, Sr . 77-978-3 
Robert Wheelwright, Jr. 32-416-4 
Troy Fumagalli, So. 28-313-1 
Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 


T.J. Edwards, Fr* 41 = 43 84 
Joe Schobert, Sr. 39 = 40 79 
Vince Biegel, Jr. 3135 66 
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2015 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 3 Bowling Green 
Sept. 10 Tulsa 

Sept. 17 @ Oklahoma 
Oct. 1 Rutgers 

Oct. 8 Indiana 

Oct. 15 @ Wisconsin 
Oct. 22 @ Penn State 
Oct. 29 Northwestern 
Nov. 12 @ Maryland 
Nov. 19 @ Michigan State 
Nov. 26 Michigan 


2015 RESULTS (12-1, 7-1) 
@ Virginia Tech W, 42-24 
Hawaii W, 38-0 
Northern Illinois W, 20-13 
Western Michigan W, 38-12 


@ Indiana W, 34-27 
Maryland W, 49-28 
Penn State W, 38-10 
@ Rutgers W, 49-7 
Minnesota W, 28-14 
@ Illinois W, 28-3 


Michigan State  L, 17-14 
@ Michigan W, 42-13 
Notre Dame W, 44-28* 
* Fiesta Bowl 


HEAD COACH 
Since 
taking 
over at 
Ohio State 
in 2012, 
Meyer 
has done 
nothing but 
win.Prior to 
Ohio State, 
Meyer 
served as 
the head 
coach of 
the Bowling 
Green 
Falcons 
from 2001 to 2002, the Utah Utes 
from 2003 to 2004, and the Florida 
Gators from 2005 to 2010. Meyer 
is one of three coaches to win a 
major college football national 
championship at two different 
universities. 


Quarterback 


J.T. Barrett 


Story/By/Darrenilvy/-)Photos Courtesy of,OhioState,Athletics 


OHIO STATE COMING OFF DISAPPOINTING 12-1 SEASON 


Ohio State finished 12-1 last season and ranked No. 4 in the final polls. 

But since the Buckeyes, who are 50-4 over the last four years, didn’t appear 
in the Big Ten championship game or BCS playoffs, it seems like 2015 was 
somewhat of a letdown for head coach Urban Meyer’s program. 

Adding salt to the wounds was the departure of 12 players, who were taken in 
the NFL draft. 

The departure of this many talented players would usually signal problems 
for many teams, but not for Ohio State, which has benefitted from having five- 
straight top-seven recruiting classes under Meyer. 

The Buckeyes must replace 14 starters, including five first-round draft picks. 
Joey Bosa and Ezekiel Elliott were the No. 3 and No. 4 overall picks in the draft. 

“We certainly don’t lower our standards just because a player moves on,” 
Meyer said after the spring game. “That’s not what this place is about. That’s 
what I liked best about the spring game — the fact that I saw some guys perform. 
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We wouldn’t win a lot of games right 
now, but we don’t have to yet. I’m very 
pleased with where we’re at right now. 
You gotta find out how guys perform in 
those kind of arenas, and those kind of 
situations. I’m extremely grateful to Ohio 
State, Buckeye Nation for doing that 
today with 100,000 fans.” 


BARRETT OFF LIMITS DURING SPRING 

During OSU’s spring game, senior 
quarterback J.T. Barrett wore a black 
no-contact jersey and played only the 
first half for the Scarlet. He completed 
13 of 22 passes for 102 yards but was 
intercepted twice. 

With back-up Cardale Jones gone to 
the NFL, redshirt freshman Joe Burrow 
will be next in line should Barret go down. 
At OSU’s spring game, he completed 14 
of 23 attempts for 196 yards, with three 
touchdowns and an interception. 

“T didn’t think I knocked it out of the 
ballpark,” Burrow said. “I think I played 
OK. I still have a long way to go. I took 
a big step this spring, but I have to take 
another big one before fall camp.” 


WAITING IN LINE 


Senior running back Dontre Wilson 
is ready for his turn after sitting behind 
Carlos Hyde and Elliott, who gained 
1,821 yards. The former four-star recruit 
totaled 460 yards and three touchdowns 
as a freshman, but has been hampering by 
injuries and lack of playing time since. 


WILL OSU TARGET ITS TIGHT ENDS 


Without a proven workhorse back, 
the Buckeyes make incorporate tight end 
Marcus Baugh more this fall. Relying 
on a tight end would be something new 
for Ohio State, which has averaged 15.8 
receptions and 204 yards per season over 
the last decade. 

“There are a lot more throws headed 
Baugh’s way,” Ohio State co-offensive 
coordinator Ed Warinner said 

Baugh made seven catches for 64 yards 
in OSU’s spring game. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE SEEKS NEW LEADERS 


With Bosa gone to the pros, Ohio State 
will be looking for its next leader on the 
defensive line. 

“There’s a lot of pressure on Coach 
Johnson and that unit,” Meyer said after 
the spring game. “When we won the 
national championship the defensive line 
played as well as any team in America, 
and a good chunk of those guys are gone. 
I think they’re talented, very eager, we 
have an excellent D-line coach, and the 
good thing, they’re allowed to spend time 
with our players now in the summer.” 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


The last time Nebraska traveled to 
Columbus, Ohio on Oct. 6, 2012 it didn’t 
end well for the Huskers in a 63-38 
loss. Nebraska actually led 17-3 at one 
point in the second quarter before the 
Buckeyes stormed back to lead 35-24 
at halftime. After Ben Cotton made a 
touchdown catch from Taylor Martinez 
to cut the deficit to 35-31, Ohio State 
scored 21-consecutive points to pull away. 
Braxton Miller and Carlos Hyde each 
rushed for more than 100 yards. The 
overall series is tied at 2-2. 


OHIO STATE’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 

Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Cardale Jones, Jr. 1,460 8 
J.T. Barrett, So. 992 10 


Rushing 
Rushes-Yards-TDs 
289-1 ,821-23 
115-682-11 


Player, Year 
Ezekiel Ellott, Jr. 
J.T. Barrett, So. 


Braxton Miller, Sr. 42-281-1 
Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 

Michael Thomas, Jr. 56-781-9 

Jalin Marshall, So. 38-616-5 

Ezekiel Ellott, Jr. 27-206-0 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Raekwon McMillan, So.57 62 119 
Joshua Perry, Sr. 53 33 105 
Tyvis Powell, Jr. 41 30 71 
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2016 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 1 Oregon State 
Sept. 10 Indiana State 
Sept. 24 Colorado State 
Oct. 1 @ Penn State 
Oct. 8 Iowa 

Oct. 15 @ Maryland 
Oct. 22 Rutgers 

Oct. 29 @ Illinois 
Nov. 5 Purdue 

Nov. 19 Northwestern 
Nov. 26 @ Wisconsin 


2015 RESULTS (6-7, 2-6) 
Jacksonville State W, 45-7 


TCU L, 23-17 
@ Colorado State W, 23-20 
Kent State W, 10-7 
Ohio W, 27-24 
@ Northwestern L, 27-0 
@ Purdue W, 41-13 
Nebraska L, 48-25 
Michigan L, 29-26 
@ Ohio State L, 28-14 
@ Iowa L, 40-35 
Illinois W, 32-23 
Wisconsin L, 31-21 
Central Michigan W, 21-14 * 
*Quick Lane Bowl 
HEAD COACH 
Tracy 
Claeys was 
named 
Minnesota’s 
head coach 
on Nov. 11, 
2015. Claeys 
succeeded 
his good 
friend Jerry 
Kill, who 
resigned 
his position 
on Oct. 28, 
2015, due to 


health reasons. Claeys served on Kill’s 
staff for 21 years and was named 
Interim Head Coach following Kill’s 
resignation. Claeys was nominated 
for the Frank Broyles Award in each 
of the past two seasons and was 
promoted to Associate Head Coach 
prior to 2014. 
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CLAEYS MOVES UP TO HEAD ROLE 


The Tracy Claeys era in Minnesota is underway after taking over for 
Jerry Kill half-way through last season. Killed retired immediately due to 
medical issues. 

The Minnesota Gophers beat Central Michigan in their bowl game to 
finish 6-7 in the 2015 campaign. The Gophers stood at fourth in the Big 
Ten West with 3-5 conference record. 

Claeys signed a three-year contract two weeks after being named interim 
head coach. He led Minnesota to a 2-4 record in his six games. 

The Gophers went 0-5 against top 25 opponents last season. Their other 
two losses were against Northwestern and Nebraska — two teams, who 
weren’t far off from being in the top 25 conversation. Minnesota’s biggest 
victory on the season was against Ohio. 

They return seven starters on both the offensive and defensive side of the 
ball. That’s second most in the Big Ten West behind Purdue. Quarterback 
Mitch Leidner returns under new offensive coordinator Jay Johnson, who 
coached at Louisiana-Lafayette last season. Shannon Brown and Rodney 
Smith enter their sophomore seasons in the backfield. The backfield ranked 
11th in the Big Ten last year, averaging 144.1 yards on the ground. The 
secondary will need some shaping but Jack Lynn and Cody Pooch return 
to the linebacking core. Pooch was 10th in the Big Ten in tackles with 99. 

Minnesota will have to replace punter Peter Mortell. Mortell was 2014 
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Big Ten punter of the year. 

Kicker Ryan Santoso is the most 
experience of the group, but Claeys 
has made it known to the public that 
he doesn’t want the same player doing 
both. Emmit Carpenter hit all four of 
his field goals in the spring game 


OFFENSIVE LINE MUST IMPROVE 


The Gophers head into 2016 
returning three starters from the 
offensive line last season, which are 
Tyler Moore, Jonah Pirsig and Connor 
Mayes. They will be coached by new 
offensive line coach Bart Miller. Miller 
coached at Florida Atlantic in 2015 
and before he was also the offensive 
line coach under Bret Bielema at 
Wisconsin in 2012. 

Two junior college offensive tackles 
joined the mix in the spring and 
earned most of the first-team reps. 
Garrison Wright at left tackle and 
Vincent Calhoun at left guard will take 
over those positions. Redshirt Nick 
Connelly will factor in too in the fall. 

The offensive must gel together to 
bring back Minnesota’s powerful run 
game they failed to produce on 2015. 
They allowed 19 sacks last season 


REPLACING SEASONED SECONDARY 


Minnesota loses three starters in the 
secondary in the 2016 season. Two 
of the three were All-Big Ten corners 
in Eric Murray and Briean Boddy- 
Calhoun. Can the Gophers replace 
them without drop off in production? 

Jalen Myrick will fill in as the 
No.1 corner. He’s played a lot of 
meaningful snaps in the past two 
seasons. Sophomores KiAnte Hardin 
and Antonio Schenault will factor in 
after seeing limited action in 2015. 

Safety Adekunle Ayinde is back and 
Damarius Travis returns after only 
playing one game last season. Travis 
received a medical redshirt last seeing 
after a hamstring injury in the season 
opener against TCU. He will captain 
the secondary in 2016. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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LOOKING FOR DEFENSIVE PRESSURE 


The Gophers ranked 12th in the 
Big Ten in sacks last season. With the 
secondary being rebuilt, the defense 
will rely on the front four to create 
more pressure in the pocket. 

They lose defensive lineman 
Thieren Cockran and Scott Epke, who 
were two of the top lineman in the 
Big Ten last year. Defensive tackles 
Andrew Stelter and Steven Richardson 
return and defensive end Hendrick 
Ekpe returns after seeing snaps last 
fall. The line must find production 
in both the run and pass game. The 
linebacking core is experienced and 
should help out in pressure situations, 
but they must improve in one-on-one 
battles along the trenches. 


LAST TIME AGAINST NEBRASKA 


Nebraska won 16 games in a 
row over Minnesota from 1960 to 
2012, but in the last three games the 
Gophers are 2-1. The Gophers lost 
their last meeting,48-25, at home. It 
was the only meeting in the last 14 
times that Nebraska wasn’t ranked. 
Minnesota is 31-23-2 all-time vs. NU. 


ParkandGo.org 


MINNESOTA’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 

Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 

Mitch Leidner, Jr. 2,701 14 

Demry Croft, Fr. 34 0 
Rushing 

Player, Year Rushes-Yards-TDs 


Shannon Brooks, Fr. 119-709-7 
Rodney Smith, Fr. 157-670-2 
Mitch Leider, Jr. 107-270-6 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
KJ Maye, Sr. 73-773-5 
Drew Wolitarsky, Jr. 39-524-3 
Brandon Lingen, So. —33-428-3 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Antonio Johnson, Sr. 59 43 102 
Cody Poock, So. 56 43 99 
DeVondre Campbell, Sr.53 39 92 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Howard 
Sept. 9 @ FI. International 
Sept. 17 @ Central Florida 
Sept. 24 Purdue 
Oct. 1 Michigan State 
Oct. 8 @ Penn State 
Oct. 15 Minnesota 
Oct. 22 Michigan State 
Oct. 29 @ Indiana 
Nov. 5 @ Michigan 
Nov. 12 Ohio State 
Nov. 19 @ Nebraska 
Nov. 26 Rutgers 
2015 RESULTS (3-9, 1-7) 
Richmond W, 50-21 
Bowling Green _L, 48-27 
USF W, 35-17 
@ West Virginia L, 45-6 
Michigan L, 28-0 
@ Ohio State L, 49-28 
Penn State L, 31-30 
@ Iowa L, 31-15 
Wisconsin L, 31-24 
@ Michigan State L, 24-7 
Indiana L, 47-28 
@ Rutgers W, 46-41 
HEAD COACH 

DJ 
Durkin, 
became the 
36th head 
football 
coach in 
Maryland 
history. 
Prior to 
arriving 
in College 
Park, 


Durkin served as the defensive 
coordinator and linebackers coach at 
the University of Michigan, where 
he made the Wolverines one of the 
best defenses in the country. He also 
served as an assistant coach at Florida 
where he was known as an elite 
recruiter. As a player, Durkin starred 
at Bowling Green as a starter at 
defensive end and outside linebacker 
from 1997-2000. He led the team in 
sacks in 1998 and served as a team 
captain for two seasons. 


Defensive|Back: 
William Likely 


NEW COACH, NEW LOOK 


First-year head coach DJ Durkin takes over the Maryland Terrapin football 
program. The former Michigan defensive coordinator will have his work cut 
out for him, trying to make improvements to a team that went 3-9 last season. 
Durkin’s specialty is defense. Last season, his Michigan team ranked fourth in 
the nation in total defense and sixth in scoring defense. It’s too bad he doesn’t 
have Yannick Ngakoue and Quinton Jefferson on the defensive line. Both 
bolted early for the NFL. The biggest loss is Ngakoue who set the Maryland 
single season sack record with 13.5. Maryland needs a new look and 
overhaul. Durkin can provide that if he can start recruiting well and get some 
more difference makers in the program. Maybe they can even change their 
state flag uniforms in the process and bring back the classic script “Terps”. 


LIKELY STORY 


If Maryland is to be competitive this season, senior William Likely will 
have to be a difference maker on defense and special teams. Likely won the 
Rodgers-Dwight Return Specialist of the Year by finishing third in the nation 
in punt return average and tied for second with two returns for touchdowns. 
He also averaged 22.5 per kickoff return with one touchdown. On defense, 
he was a first team All-Big Ten selection. One storyline to keep an eye on 
in 2016 will be whether or not the versatile Likely will be used on offense as 
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a receiver. He started on offense and 
defense against Wisconsin last year and 
if Maryland needs a spark, could do so 
again this season. 


FEAR THE FUTURE TURTLE 


Maryland was dismal on both 
sides of the ball. They ranked 103rd 
in scoring defense and 90th in total 
defense. On offense, they were dead 
last with 36 turnovers, 29 of which 
were interceptions. So there is definitely 
room for improvement and with a new 
offensive and defensive identity, expect 
those rankings from last year to improve. 
It really can’t get any worse. “None of us 
have really coached in the Big Ten so I’m 
excited to take what we do and do that 
in that conference,” Maryland offensive 
coordinator Walt Bell said. “Nobody 
plays like we play in that conference. It 
will take some time to get the talent to 
where we need it, but the challenge and 
adventure to being unique in that league 
is intriguing to me.” 


WIDE-OPEN OFFENSIVE APPROACH 


Since the Terps had so much trouble 
in its passing game last year, maybe 
Bell’s new offensive approach will help. 
Maryland Athletic Director Kevin 
Anderson wanted to get a coach who 
could give the fans a more exciting, 
wide-open offense. But are there 
playmakers to execute the new scheme? 

“We’re going to do whatever it takes 
to win,” Bell said. “If that means we 
have to go out there and put in the 
Wishbone and run it 95 times and never 
throw a forward pass, that’s what we’re 
going to do. Now that’s not why coach 
Durkin brought me here. Part of what 
makes us who we are, what we do and 
what has made us successful in the past 
is the fact that we’re a little bit different. 
And we have been different for a long 
time.” 


PRINCE OF THE LINE 


Damian Prince was a former five-star 
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offensive tackle from Washington D.C. 
Now a sophomore, Prince has been 
penciled in as the starting right tackle 
for the Terps. Last season, he appeared 
in ten games, starting six of them. He 
was part of an offensive line that had the 
No. 3 rushing attack in the Big Ten at 
around 200 yards a game. Prince will be 
joined by fellow returning starters Mike 
Minter and Michael Dunn. Keep an eye 
on sophomore Derwin Gray who is a 
physical specimen at 6-foot-5 and 330 
pounds. 


WIDE-OPEN OFFENSIVE APPROACH 


The quarterback play was so 
miserable last season, that the new 
coaching staff is going to open up the 
competition to find the best fit for their 
offense. “It’s always hard to evaluate the 
quarterbacks because of the timing and 
everything else going on while learning 
the offense. I think that Perry Hills 
had a very good offseason. He showed 
that he’s a leader and a tough guy. I 
think that it is an important part of the 
position that isn’t really talked about. I 
think that all those guys are tough. Caleb 
(Rowe) does a really job and Shane 
(Cockerille) is in there too. They all are 
going to get reps and show what they 
can do,” Durkin said. 

Bell’s spread offense style likes its 
quarterback to be a running/passing 
threat, so Hills could be the front-runner 
as he is more athletic and mobile than 
Rowe. But incoming freshman Tyrrell 
Pigrome could challenge as he is a 
perfect fit. As a senior in high school, he 
ran for 1,349 yards and 18 TDs. 

“Tyrrell has the chance to be 
one of the most dynamic players in 
the (recruiting) class because of his 
incredible athleticism,” Bell said. “He’s 
very comparable to some of the spread 
quarterbacks that I have had in the past.” 


LAST MEETING WITH NEBRASKA 


This is the first meeting between 
Maryland and Nebraska. 


Park 
A CT 0) 


ParkandGo.org 
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MARYLAND’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Perry Hills, Jr. 1,001 8 
Caleb Rowe, Fr. 894 6 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Brandon Ross, Sr. 150-958-10 
Perry Hills, Jr. 109-535-3 
Wes Brown, Jr. 71-317-3 
Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Levern Jacobs, Jr. 35-425-3 
D.J. Moore, Fr. 25-357-3 
Taivon Jacobs, So. 21-264-2 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Jermaine Carter,So. 66 37 103 
Sean Davis, Sr. 70 18 88 
Anthony Nixon, Sr. 55 27 82 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Illinois State 
Sept. 10 Iowa State 
Sept. 17 North Dakota State 
Sept. 24 @ Rutgers 
Oct. 1 Northwestern 
Oct. 8 @ Minnesota 
Oct. 15 @ Purdue 
Oct. 22 Wisconsin 
Nov. 5 @ Penn State 
Nov. 12 Michigan 
Nov. 19 @ Illinois 
Nov. 25 Nebraska 
2015 RESULTS (12-2, 8-0) 
Illinois State W, 31-14 
Towa State W, 31-17 
Pittsburgh W, 27-24 
North Texas W, 62-16 
@ Wisconsin W, 10-6 
Tilinois W, 29-20 
@ Northwestern W, 40-10 
Maryland W, 31-15 
@ Indiana W, 35-27 
Minnesota W, 40-35 
Purdue W, 40-20 
@ Nebraska W, 28-20 
Michigan State _—_L, 16-13* 
Stanford L, 45-16** 
* Big Ten Championship 
**Rose Bowl 
HEAD COACH 
Last 
year’s Big 
Ten Coach 
of the Year, 
Kirk Ferentz 
has a wealth 
of coaching 
experience 
having been 
in both the 
professional 
and college 


ranks. He is the longest tenured coach 
in the Big Ten Conference having been 
at Iowa 18 years and is tied for second 
among BCS schools. Ferentz came 

to Iowa after serving as an offensive 
line coach from 1993 to 1998 with the 
Cleveland Browns and the Baltimore 
Ravens. At Iowa, he is 127-87 overall 
with a 75-61 Big Ten mark. He was the 
2015 Big Ten Coach of the Year. 


folleVac-iaer-la 4 
C.J. Beathard 


The Hawkeyes came from nowhere last season to rise to #3 in the AP national 
poll. Most national pundits didn’t give them much respect due to their schedule 
but Iowa showed their worth in the Big Ten Championship game against No. 5 
Michigan State losing a heartbreaker in the final seconds 16-13. 

Then their magical ride came to an abrupt end. The Rose Bowl game against 
Stanford left Iowa and its fans with a bad taste in their mouths. Losing 45-16 
wasn't the way a Cinderella run to 2106 was supposed to end. 

“We still feel like we have a lot to prove,” said cornerback Desmond King. ‘““We 
did some good things last year, but we didn’t achieve all we could. We haven't 
forgotten that, it’s good motivation.” 

Nevertheless, a 12-2 mark and a No. 9 final ranking nationally isn’t anything to 
hang your head at. Especially since it exceeded expectations and was one of the 
best seasons in Iowa football history. 

The Hawkeyes set a school-record with 12 wins and completed an undefeated 
regular season for the fifth time in school history, and first time since 1922: (1899, 
8-0-1; 1900, 8-0-1; 1921, 7-0; 1922, 7-0). 

One would fully expect the Hawkeyes to build off their record-breaking regular 
season when they went 12-0. Looking ahead at the 2016, Iowa could very well 
duplicate that feat as they have their toughest games at home, with Northwestern, 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Nebraska all in lowa City. 
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THORPE AWARD WINNER BACK 


You don’t see many like Desmond 
King. The consensus All-American and 
Jim Thorpe Award winner as the best 
defensive back in the nation, decided to 
put the NFL and millions of dollars on the 
back burner and come back to Iowa for his 
senior year. 

It was the bond that King had with 
his teammates that kept him Iowa City. 
Fellow senior and returning starting 
quarterback C.J. Beathard was one of 
them. 

“My teammates gave me my space, 
but I honestly called C.J. myself and 
talked to him about it,” said King about 
his decision. “He just said whatever my 
decision is, he hopes it’s the best one for 
me. Once he found out I came back, he 
was very, very happy.” 

If King can repeat what he did in 2015, 
then Iowa would greatly benefit from it. 
The Hawkeyes were 13th nationally in 
pass efficiency defense, and 10th in passes 
intercepted. King was tied for second in 
the nation with eight interceptions. 


SEASONED SIGNAL CALLER 


If King is the leader on defense, then 
senior quarterback C.J. Beatherd is that 
for the offense. Unfortunately, a shoulder 
injury sidelined him at the end of spring 
practice. The good news is the MRI 
revealed that it was only a bruise. 

“Tt scared me at first,” said Beathard 
about the injury. “I didn’t know how 
severe it was. I did a lot of praying and 
everything came out negative. It’s just 
going to take some time.” 

Last season Beathard, who was a 
second-team All-Big Ten selection, was 
a very efficient leader of the offense. 

He passed for over 2,800 yards and 
seventeen touchdowns but maybe his most 
important stat was he didn’t hurt his team 
by throwing only five interceptions. 

Just like King, Beathard will be counted 
on to do what he did last season. But first 
he needs to get healed and be back in the 
saddle for the Hawkeyes. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


“The big news, the best thing, is when 
we get going June, he’ll be full speed,” said 
Towa head coach Kirk Ferentz. 


PLUG AND PLAY 


Towa is known for running the ball. 
With a traditionally strong offensive 
line, the Hawkeyes always seem to come 
up with a running back or two that 
is effective. Last season it was Jordan 
Canzeri who rushed for close to 1,000 
yards and 12 touchdowns. So who will 
step up this year? 

Senior LeShun Daniels Jr. and junior 
Akrum Wadley put up similar numbers 
last season and will most likely share 
the bulk of the carries this year. Daniels 
though may have a leg up as the starter. 

“It’s an open book,” said Ferentz on 
the running back position. ““We have 
two guys there... we are counting on 
LeShun to really play great football and 
I think Akrum is making strides. He’s 
starting to mature a little bit physically, 
and just in terms of his awareness. 
After them, the competition is wide 
open.” attack, producing 2,602 yards on 
the ground. 


DEFENSIVE COMEBACK 


The biggest part of Iowa’s success last 
year had to do with their defensive play. 
Nationally, they were 22nd in total defense 
and 19th in scoring defense. They were a 
very opportunistic unit, ranking in the top 
15 in turnovers gained. 


LAST MEETING WITH NEBRASKA 


Iowa broke open a tight game with 
two Jordan Canzeri touchdown runs 
in the third quarter as the Hawkeyes 
completed an undefeated regular season 
with a 28-20 win. Even with 140 yards 
rushing by Canzeri, it was hardly 
Iowa’s best game of the year. Nebraska 
out-yarded the Hawkeyes 433 to 250 
but it was the turnover battle that gave 
Iowa the win. NU quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong threw four interceptions; one 
was returned for a touchdown. 


Defensive)Back: 
Desmond King 


IOWA'S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 

Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
C.J. Beathard, Jr. 2809 17 
Tyler Wiegers, Fr. 32 0 


Rushing 


Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Jordan Canzeri, Jr. 183-984-12 
LeShun Daniels, Jr. 145-646-8 
Akrum Wadley, So. 83-496-7 
Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Matt VandeBerg, Jr. 65-703-4 
Henry Krieger-Coble, Sr. 35-405-1 
Tevaun Smith, Sr. 32-563-3 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 


Josey Jewell, So. 62 64 126 
Cole Fisher, Sr. 60 56 116 
Jordan Lomax, Sr. 46 50 96 
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2016 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 3 Hawaii 

Sept. 10 Central Florida 
Sept. 17 Colorado 
Sept. 24 Penn State 
Oct. 1 Wisconsin 
Oct. 8 @ Rutgers 
Oct. 22 Illinois 

Oct. 29 @ Michigan State 
Nov. 5 Maryland 
Nov. 12 @ Iowa 

Nov. 19 Indiana 

Nov. 26 @ Ohio State 
2015 RESULTS (10-3, 6-2) 

@ Utah L, 24-17 
Oregon State W, 35-7 
UNLV W, 28-7 
BYU W, 31-0 


@ Maryland W, 28-0 
Northwestern W, 38-0 
Michigan State L, 27-23 
@ Minnesota W, 29-26 
Rutgers W, 49-16 
@Indiana_  W, 48-41 (2OT) 
@ Penn State W, 28-16 
Ohio State L, 42-13 
Florida* W, 41-7 
* Citrus Bowl 


HEAD COACH 
Jim 
Harbaugh 
begins 
year two at 
Michigan 
after 
guiding the 
Wolverines 
to a 10-3 
mark in his 
first year. 
Prior to 
returning 
to his alma mater where he was a 
quarterback, he coached the San 
Francisco 49ers the four previous 
seasons to a 44-19 record. He and 
49ers CEO Jed York did not get 
along, so the two mutually parted 
ways. Before coaching in the NFL, 
Harbaugh coached San Diego for 
three seasons and Stanford for 
four. He is the brother of Baltimore 
Ravens coach John Harbaugh. 
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MICHIGAN LOOKS TO CONTINUE UPWARD TREND 


Jim Harbaugh enters his second year as the Wolverines head football coach. 
Harbaugh looks to guide the Wolverines back to the top of the Big Ten after 
making his presence known to the college football world in his first year. 

The Wolverines finished with 10 wins in the 2015 season, finishing behind 
Ohio State and Michigan State in the Big Ten East division. Michigan beat 
Florida ,41-7, in the Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl on New Year’s Day. 

Michigan finished the season ranked 12 in the AP poll. The momentum will 
carry a top 10 ranking heading into the 2016 campaign. 

Michigan returns 14 starters from last year’s 10-3 team. That mark is only 
behind Rutgers and Purdue in the Big Ten. 

Can Michigan be in national title contention by season end? Yes, but the 
Wolverines must fill a few glaring position needs. 

Finding a replacement for Jake Rudock under center to lead the offensive 
huddle is the Wolverines’ biggest need. Whoever is named the starter will have 
four returning starters on the offensive line, only losing Graham Glasgow to 
eligibility. Junior Mason Cole is expected to slide to the center position to replace 
Glasgow. 

De’Veon Smith returns to the Michigan backfield after a taking a full load of 
the carries in 2015. Smith rushed 180 times for 753 yards and six touchdowns. 

Michigan returns a trio of veteran receivers to help whoever fills the need 
at quarterback. Seniors Jehu Chesson and Amara Darboh are slotted at wide 
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receiver and senior 2015 All-American 
tight end Jake Butt returns. 

The Wolverines will have to find 
replacements at all three linebacker 
positions in the fall. Jabrill Peppers will 
slide from the secondary to the outside 
position. 

The Wolverines have a favorable start 
to the season. The first five games of 
the season are at home. Their last seven 
games include road games in tough 
environments against Iowa, Michigan 
State and Ohio State. 


WORKING BOTH WAYS 


Jabrill Peppers returns for his junior 
season as one of the most versatile 
athletes in college football. Peppers started 
in the Wolverine secondary and played in 
certain packages on offense. 

The 2015 All-Conference performer 
had 151 all purpose yards and two 
touchdowns on offense. 

He will slide into the outside linebacker 
position and play nickleback to utilize 
his instincts around the ball. Peppers also 
uses his electric speed returning punts and 
kicks for the Wolverines. Look for Peppers 
to build on his freshman campaign. 


WHO IS UNDER CENTER? 


Michigan loses Jake Rudock to 
eligibility and hasn’t named a starter 
coming out of spring. There is a three- 
man competition for the starting 
quarterback positions. 

John O’Korn has the most starting 
experience of the three. O’Korn started 1 
% years at Houston, leading them to an 
8-5 record his freshman year in 2013. 

Shane Morris has been around the 
Michigan program for four years. He 
started two games in the 2013 and 2014 
seasons combined. Morris redshirted 
last year. He could be in line for reps at 
receiver also, as he played multiple series 
in the spring game. 

The front runner coming out of the 
spring is Wilton Speight. Speight was 
taking most of the first-team reps at the 
end of the spring. Speight was 5 for 6 with 
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46 yards in the spring game, adding both 
a rushing and passing touchdown. The 
junior led a key drive in the late fourth 
quarter against Minnesota last year to 
squeeze out the victory. The competition 
is far from over as Harbaugh said it is way 
early to speculate on a starter. Look for 
this competition to go deep into fall camp. 


NEW HERDS 


Michigan brings in one of the top 
recruiting classes of 2016. Harbaugh 
recruiting tactics are gaining attention 
from recruits from all across the country. 
Whether he is baking a cake for a recruit’s 
birthday, climbing a tree or staying the 
night at the recruits house. Harbaugh’s 
antics are certainly paying off as many 
incoming have a chance at seeing early 
playing time. 

Incoming defensive tackle Rashan 
Gary will work his way into an already 
stellar defensive line. The New Jersey 
native was one of the nation’s top recruits. 

Devin Bush and Elysee Mbem-Bosse 
will have a chance to compete for one of 
the three open linebacker positions. 

Harbaugh has already got off to a fast 
start in 2017 recruiting. If the Wolverines 
can ride the path this year then the future 
is bright. 


MICHIGAN’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 


Jake Rudock, Sr.. 3,017 20 
Wilton Speight, So. 73 1 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 
De’Veon Smith, Jr. 180-753-6 
Drake Johnson, Jr. 54-271-4 
Ty Isaac, Jr. 30-205-1 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Jehu Chesson, Jr. 50-764-9 
Amara Darboh, Jr. 58-727-5 
Jake Butt, Jr. 51-654-3 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Joe Bolden, Sr. 37 46 83 
Desmond Morgan, Sr. 37 34 71 
Jarrod Wilson, Sr. 38 23 61 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 Furman 

Sept. 17 @ Notre Dame 
Sept. 24 Wisconsin 
Oct. 1 @ Indiana 
Oct. 8 BYU 

Oct. 15 Northwestern 
Oct. 22 @ Maryland 
Oct. 29 Michigan 
Nov. 5 @ Illinois 
Nov. 12 Rutgers 

Nov. 21 Ohio State 
Nov. 28 @ Penn State 


2015 RESULTS (12-2, 7-1) 
Western Michigan W, 37-24 


Oregon W, 31-28 
Air Force W, 35-21 
Central Michigan W, 30-10 
Purdue W, 24-21 
@ Rutgers W, 31-24 
@ Michigan W, 27-23 
Indiana W, 52-26 
@ Nebraska L 39-38 
Maryland W, 24-7 
@ Ohio State W, 17-14 
Penn State W, 55-16 
Towa* W, 16-13 
Alabama** L, 38-0 

*Big Ten Champion 

**BCS Semifinals 
HEAD COACH 

Mark 


Dantonio is 
entering his 
10th season 
leading the 
Spartans, 
owning 

a 86-33 e 
record at the 

school. He’s 

a defensive- } 
minded ry ' 
coach, . ¥ 
formerly 

holding the defensive coordinator 
role at Ohio State from 2001-2003 
and the defensive backs spot at 
Kansas and Michigan State from 
1991-2000. Dantonio came back to 
East Lansing in 2007 after getting his 
first head coaching gig at Cincinnati 
from 2004-2006. 
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MICHIGAN STATE LOOKS TO DEFEND BIG TEN TITLE 


The Spartans come into the 2016 after winning the Big Ten Championship 
against Iowa last season. Michigan State couldn’t be riding any bigger of a 
horse heading into the Big Ten this year. They won games at both Ohio State 
and Michigan to win the Big Ten East division. 

Michigan State lost in the College Football Playoff, 38-0, to Alabama. They 
must prove to be more consistent on the offensive side of the ball to get back 
into the playoffs. 

The Spartans lose three-year starter Connor Cook to the NFL. Projected 
starter Tyler O’Connor played in crucial situations last year in place for the 
injured Cook and should continue to lead the Spartan offense. 

Running back LJ Scott returns to the backfield after a stellar freshman 
campaign. Scott carried the ball 146 times for 699 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
Scott will be looked upon to carry the load for the Spartan offense. 

The Spartan defense will continue to be dominant with some hard hitting 
defenders. A pair of 2015 All-Conference players return to the defense after 
losing Shilique Calhoun to the NFL. 

The Spartans return 10 starters on both sides of the ball with only four being 
on offense. Michigan State will likely be the favorites to repeat as Big Ten 
East winners but only if they can stay efficient on offense. Their offense isn’t 
made to put up points in a hurry but to be protective with the ball and use long 
consistent drives to control the game. 
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NEXT MAN UP 


The Spartans will have a competition 
for the starting quarterback position 
heading out of the spring. 

Tyler O’Connor is the favorite to 
replace Connor Cook under center. The 
senior completed 13 of 24 passes for 133 
yards and two touchdowns last season. 
He played sparingly in the two season 
before. 

Damion Terry is more of a dual- 
threat quarterback for the Spartans. 
Something the Spartans haven't had 
in multiple years. The junior played in 
last years Ohio State game and played 
efficient. 

Incoming freshman Messiah 
deWeaver has the making of quality 
future quarterback but lacks experience 
over the other two. His first competition 
will come in the fall. 

Redshirt-freshman Brian Lewerke 
will also take reps in the quarterback 
competition but has yet to experience a 
regular season game. 

The competition will likely come 
between O’Connor and Terry. Look 
for O’Connor to open the season as the 
starter against Furman. 


CATCHING THE REPLACEMENTS 


Michigan State lost two wide receivers 
heading into this season. First-Team 
Big Ten selection Aaron Burbridge and 
Macgarrett Kings. They combined to 
catch 51 percent of the passes for the 
Spartans. 

They return R.J. Shelton returns after 
catching 43 passes last season. That 
mark was third best on the team. Tight 
end Josiah Price returns also, catching 
23 passes. Besides Shelton and Price, no 
other returning player caught over 11 
passes last year. 

The Spartans have four freshman 
wide receivers coming in, headlined 
by heralded recruit Donnie Corley, 
are Cameron Chambers, Justin Layne 
and Trishton Jackson. They all will be 
looked upon to compete for immediate 
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RELOAD NOT REBUILD 


The Spartans defense has always 
been a dominant force against 
opposing offenses. Many highly touted 
defensive players have came through 
the university. Players like Darqueze 
Dennard, Trae Waynes and last year, 
Shilique Calhoun. Who will step up 
this year? The Spartans return 2015 
All-Conference selection defensive 
tackle Malik McDowell and veteran 
linebacker Riley Bullough. 

McDowell has the potential of 
a future All-American selection 
and Bullough is a tough nosed Big 
Ten linebacker you want. Next to 
Bullough, senior linebacker Ed Davis 
looks to have a big campaign on the 
Spartan defense. Vayante Copeland 
has the potential to be the next great 
Spartan heading into his sophomore 
season. He was the starting cornerback 
last year until he suffered a season- 
ending broken vertebrae in Michigan 
State’s game against Oregon in week 
two win. Michigan State’s defense has 
the makings to be one of the nation’s 
best defenses heading into the 2016 
campaign. 


ParkandGo.org 


Linebacker Riley Bullough 


MICHIGAN STATE’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Connor Cook, Sr. 3,131 24 
Tyler O’Connor, Jr.. 133 2 
Rushing 
Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


LJ Scott, Fr. 146-699-11 
Gerald Holmes, So. 110-540-8 
Madre London, Fr. 119-500-3 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Aaron Burbridge, Sr. 85-1,258-7 
Macgarrett King, Sr. 40-519-5 
R.J. Shelton, Jr. 43-503-4 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Riley Bullough, Jr. 48 58 =: 106 
Darien Harris, Sr. 42 48 90 
Montae Nicholson, So. 52 31 83 
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2016 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 Kent State 
Sept. 10 @ Pittsburgh 
Sept. 17 Temple 
Sept. 24 @ Michigan 
Oct. 1 Minnesota 
Oct. 8 Maryland 
Oct. 22 Ohio State 
Oct. 29 @ Purdue 
Nov. 5 Iowa 

Nov. 14 @ Indiana* 
Nov. 21 @ Rutgers 
Nov. 28 Michigan State 
2015 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) 
@Temple L, 27-10 
Buffalo W, 27-14 
Rutgers W, 28-3 

San Diego State W, 37-21 
Army W, 20-14 
Indiana W, 29-7 


@ Ohio State L, 38-10 
@ Maryland W, 31-10 
Illinois W, 39-0 

@ Northwestern L, 23-21 
Michigan L, 28-16 
@ Michigan State L, 55-16 
Georgia* L, 24-17 

*TaxSlayer Bowl 


HEAD COACH 
James 
Franklin is 
settling into 
his third 
season at 
Happy 
Valley. 
However, 
back-to- 
back seven 
win seasons 
have the 
pressured 
turned up 
on him to 
produce 
more 
victories. 
In 2011, 
he took the role of SEC doormat 
Vanderbilt’s head coach. His stock 
couldn’t have been higher when Penn 
State was looking for a replacement 
after Bill O’Brien went to the NFL. 


. . ES 


aquon Barkley 


Story, By/Kevin'Houcke/Photos Courtesy of Penn)State Athletics 


NITTANY LIONS SEEKING MORE CONSISTENCY IN 2016 


James Franklin will try to build upon back-to-back seven win seasons in his 
third season as Penn State head coach. 

Penn State struggled to play consistently last year. They started the season 
5-1 only losing on the road in the opener against Temple. The Nittany Lions 
lost five of their last seven games, losing to Georgia in the TaxSlayer Bowl. 

A handful of players transferred out of the university following last year and 
Franklin brought in a top 25 class to help depth at many positions. 

The Nittany Lions return 14 starters from last year. Nine on offense and five 
on the defense. The nine returning starters on offense are the most by any team 
in the Big Ten. 

Penn State went 0-4 against top 25 opponents last season. Will the Nittany 
Lions new offensive coordinator ramp up the offense to more of the tempo that 
Franklin prefers? 


FRESH FACES AROUND HAPPY VALLEY 


Franklin revamped his whole coaching staff in the offseason. He fired 
offensive coordinator John Donovan and hired Joe Moorhead, who was the 
head coach at Fordham. Moorhead led the Fordham to three straight playoff 
appearances. His offense was ranked 19th in the FCS. 

In an unexpected fashion, former defensive coordinator Bob Shoop left for 
the same position at Tennessee leaving Franklin to promote linebacker coach 
Brent Pry to take over the position. 

Offensive line coach Herb Hand packed his bags and headed to Auburn. 
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Penn State struggled to protect the 
quarterback in the past two year. Matt 
Limegrover comes to Happy Valley 
from the Twin Cities. Limegrover was 
offensive coordinator at Minnesota last 


year. 


CAN OFFENSE REACH POTENTIAL? 


Penn State will have a new starting 
quarterback under center for the 
first time in three years. Christian 
Hackenberg leaves Happy Valley for the 
NFL after his junior season. Hackenberg 
was never a fit for Franklin’s system and 
parting way may have been in the best 
interest for both of them. 

Redshirt Sophomore Trace McSorley, 
Redshirt freshman Tommy Stevens and 
early enrollee Jake Zembeic have the 
skill set to compete to for the starting 
job in Franklin’s offense. All three are 
dual-threat quarterbacks that have the 
athleticism to play on the run. 

McSorley is considered to be the 
favorite. He backed up Hackenberg 
last year and played when he got 
injured in the bowl game against 
Georgia. McSorley completed 20 of 
AO pass attempts for 185 yards and two 
touchdowns in 2015. 

Whoever is named the starting 
quarterback will have to hope for better 
offensive line play. The offensive line 
has been the sore thumb for Franklin 
his first two years. The line has allowed 
a combined 83 sacks in the last two 
seasons. Not only has talent lacked at the 
position but depth has been a concern. 
Three incoming freshman (two early 
enrollees) look to crack the top two in 
the depth chart in the fall. 

The quarterback will have a couple 
of skilled position players to put the ball 
into the hands of. Running back Saquon 
Barkley comes back after a 1,000 yard 
and seven touchdown season and wide 
receiver Chris Godwin returns after 
surpassing a 1,000 yard receiving year. 


COSTLY EXPECTATIONS 


Franklin hasn't quite lived up to his 
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six year, $25 million contract. He is 
slotted to make $4.4 million in 2016. He 
is the ninth highest paid college football 
coach. 

Franklin’s buyout after this year 
would be $1.5 million if the university 
choose to do so but don’t count on him 
leaving on his own unless is offered a 
better job. He would have to pay the 
university $2 million if he left on his 
own terms. 

Before coming to Penn State, 
Franklin rebuilt a Vanderbilt program 
to back-to-back nine season wins. Many 
thought, Franklin would be the guy 
to bring Penn State back in national 
contention after the whole scandal and 
violations passed. 

Franklin failed to blossom Christian 
Hackenberg into the quarterback he was 
his freshman season under Bill O’Brien. 
The offense has failed to consistently put 
points on the board in the last two years. 

Is Franklin on the hot seat? Perhaps. 
If he can’t take Penn State to the next 
level, many in Happy Valley might 
start questioning if he is the right 
guy. Franklin must improve in seven 
wins and have his team playing more 
consistently to be the under the helm in 
2017. 


PENN STATE’S 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 


Christian Hackenberg, Sr. 2,525 16 
Trace McSorley, Fr. 185 2 


Rushing 


Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 


Saquon Barkley, Fr. 182-1,076-7 
Akeel Lynch, Sr. 55-282-2 
Brandon Polk, Fr. 18-159-1 
Receiving 
Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 
Chris Godwin, So. 69-1,101-5 
DaeSean Hamilton, So. 45-580-6 
Saquon Barkley, Fr. 20-161-1 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Jason Cabinda, So. 39 61 100 
Marcus Allen, So. 43 38 81 
Austin Johnson, Sr. 30 48 78 
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2016 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 3 @ Washington 
Sept. 10 Howard 
Sept. 17 New Mexico 
Sept. 24 Iowa 
Oct. 1 @ Ohio State 
Oct. 8 Michigan 
Oct. 15 Illinois 
Oct. 22 @ Minnesota 
Nov. 5 Indiana 
Nov. 12 @ Michigan State 
Nov. 19 Penn State 
Nov. 26 @ Maryland 
2015 RESULTS (4-8, 1-7) 
Norfolk State W, 63-13 
Washington State L, 37-34 
@ Penn State L, 38-23 
Kansas W, 27-14 
Michigan State L, 31-24 
Indiana W, 55-52 
Ohio State L, 49-7 
@ Wisconsin L, 48-10 
@ Michigan L, 49-16 
Nebraska L 31-14 
Army W, 31-21 
Maryland W, 46-41 
HEAD COACH 

Chris 
Ash replaces 
Kyle Flood 
as the head 
coach of 
Rutgers. The 
42-year-old 
was hired 
by Director 
of Athletics 
Patrick 
Hobbs on 
Dec. 7, 2015 
as the 30th 
head coach 
in Rutgers 


football history Prior to taking the 


job at Rutgers, Ash, an Ottumwa, 
Jowa native was the co-defensive 
coordinator and safeties coach at 


Ohio State for two years. Before that 


he was the defensive coordinator 
at Arkansas for one season and at 


Wisconsin for two years Ash began 


his coaching career as a defensive 
graduate assistant at Drake. 
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NEW COACH LEADING RUTGERS INTO FALL 


Chris Ash takes over in his first year, replacing Kyle Flood as head 
coach. Ash was defensive coordinator at Ohio State before coming to 
Rutgers. 

A defensive minded coach is what Rutgers needs as its young defense in 
need of help. The Scarlet Knights were 112th in total defense and 104th in 
scoring defense last season. 

The defense will need to help out a maturing secondary and a 
linebacking core that needs to be rebuilt. 

The offense will look to mimic the explosive Ohio State scheme hiring 
Drew Mebhringer as offensive coordinator. Mehringer learned the offense 
under former Ohio State offensive coordinator and now Houston head 
coach Tom Herman. 

Running backs Robert Martin and Josh Hicks both return in the 
backfield. Both backs shared the backfield, each carrying the ball over 130 
times last season. 

Rutgers lose standout wide receiver Leonte Carroo to the NFL. Carroo 
was the team’s leading receiver the past two seasons. 

The Scarlet Knights went 4-8 last season, failing to earn a bowl bid. 
Disappointing season didn’t go as planned with Flood being suspended for 
three games in the team’s second season in the Big Ten. 

Rutgers return 15 starters from last year. Eight on offense (four on the 
offensive line) and seven on defense. Second most in the Big Ten behind 
Purdue at 16. 

They have four difficult away games against Washington, Ohio State, 
Minnesota and Michigan State throughout the season. Six wins may not 
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be out of the question and what Ash 
should hope for in a division full of 
contenders like Ohio State, Michigan 
and Michigan State. Finishing the 
season with a plan for the future is 
what Scarlet Knight fans should hope 
for during next season. 

If Ash finds any of the success 
Herman had in his first year at 
Houston then Rutgers will be in good 
shape. 


NEW SCHEME OPENS UP QB BATTLE 


The Rutgers return starting 
quarterback Chris Laviano but will the 
power spread offense provide a dark 
horse in the fall? Laviano performed 
well last season, throwing for 2,247 
yards and 16 touchdowns with 12 
interceptions. His dual threat skill set 
seems to be what Ash is looking for in 
his starting quarterback. 

Hayden Rettig is also in the mix for 
the starting position. He threw for 233 
yards and two touchdowns last season. 

Heading into the fall, Laviano 
seems to be the frontrunner but the 
competition will head into camp before 
Ash decides who will take over against 
Washington in the season opener. 


DEFENSIVE IMPROVEMENT IS GOAL 


The defense will be under the 
control of Ash. His defensive minded 
approach should pay off for the 
Scarlet Knights moving forward. 

The defensive line looks to be in 
good position heading into the fall. 
Defensive tackle Darius Hamilton 
returns after missing most of the 2015 
campaign due to injury. 

The back seven needs to be 
revamped under Ash. All three 
linebacker position need to be filled. 
Kaiwan Lewis, Quentin Gause and 
Steve Longa all graduated. The front 
runners for the three positions are 
Deonte Roberts, TJ Taylor and Isaiah 
Johnson. Look for them to be the 
opening game starters. 

The secondary has needed a 
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makeover but part of that is due to 
youth of the group. Three freshman 
started last year in the secondary. 
Another year of maturing and learning 
under a defensive coach should bode 
well for the group. 


GRANT IS MOST VERSATILE PLAYER 


Janarion Grant is one of the only 
playmakers on the offensive side of the 
ball. The receiver did most of his work 
on special teams last year returning 
three kickoff returns and one punt 
return for touchdowns. 

On offense Grant caught 35 passes 
for 352 yards and a touchdown. He 
was second on the team in receptions. 

As the offense opens up to a 
spread offense, Grant will find more 
opportunities to get the ball in space 
both receiving and running the ball. 
Look for Grant to be utilized in the 
slot position. 

Andre Patton is the other playmaker 
on offense. He is the team’s leading 
returning wide receiver. He had 
34 receptions for 432 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Both players will be counted on in 
the red zone to take over for Carroo’s 
10 touchdowns last season. 


ParkandGo.org 


RUTGERS 
2015 STATISTICAL 
LEADERS 


Passing 
Player, Year, Yards Touchdowns 
Chris Laviano, So. 2,247 16 


Hayden Rettig, So.. 233 2 
Rushing 

Player, Year Rushes- Yards-TDs 

Robert Martin, So. 141-763-6 

Josh Hicks, So. 130-674-4 

Paul James, Sr. 99-544-5 
Receiving 

Player, Year Catches-Yards-TDs 

Leonte Carroo, Sr. 39-809-10 

Janarion Grant, Jr. 35-352-1 

Andre Patton, Jr. 34-432-1 


Tackles 
Player, Year Solo Assisted Total 
Steve Longa, Sr. 74 43 117 
Quentin Gause, Sr. 60 36 96 
Kaiwan Lewis, Sr. 46 23 69 
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Evanston, Illinois 


WELCOME TO EVANSTON 


Home to the — world-renowned 
Northwestern University, Evanston’s wide 
sandy beaches, historic mansions on 
landscaped boulevards, tree-lined bicycle 
paths and beautiful parks make the city a 
popular lakefront destination. Evanston also 
boasts one of the largest and most diverse 
arts and theatre communities in the entire 
state, and its world-class dining options 
make Evanston one of the North Shore's 
most vibrant and inviting communities. 


TRAVEL INFO 


The distance between Evanston, IL 
and Lincoln, NE is 526 miles, which is 
roughly 8 hours. Evanston is the first 
suburb north of Chicago. Located on Lake 
Michigan, Evanston is easily accessible 
by CTA (Chicago Transit Authority) bus 
routes andtrainsrunning to and from 
Chicago, the surrounding suburbs and the 
airports as well as by Metra, the commuter 
rail system. 


DON'T MISS 
Evanston History Center - Located in the 


magnificent Charles Gates Dawes House, 
a chateau-style mansion overlooking 
Lake Michigan and home of the 30th Vice 
President of the United States, the Evanston 
History Center offers home tours and 
lectures. The Evanston History Center also 
offers docent-led walking tours throughout 
the neighborhood, which was home to 
Daniel Burnham. 

Mitchell Museum of the American 
Indian- One of only a_ handful of 
museums across the country that 
focuses exclusively on the art, history 
and culture of Native American and First 
Nation peoples from throughout the 
U.S. and Canada, the Mitchell Museum 
of the American Indian promotes public 
understanding of cultural diversity 
through first voice perspectives. 

Grosse Point Lighthouse - This landmark 
has stood watch over Evanston’s Lake 
Michigan shoreline since 1873! Fascinating 
tours are available. 

Bat 17 - Looking for gameday spot 
before or after the game? Bat 17 has huge 
Northwestern-themed photos and murals. 
Voted as the best restaurant in Evanston 
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because of having some of the very best 
sandwiches in Chicago! 

Lou Malnati’s - A trip to the Chicago area 
has to include eating some Chicago-style 
deep dish pizza. Lou Malnati’s has what you 
are looking. 

Breweries and Distilleries - Evanston is 
chock full of breweries sure to please even 
the savviest of craft beer drinkers. If you're 
looking for a brewery tour, you'll want to pay 
a visit to Peckish Pig. Be sure to leave room 
for a delicious meal before or after your 
tour! Sketchbook Brewing Company also 
offers a tour of its community-supported 
brewery. Also noteworthy is the Tap Room 
at Temperance Beer Company where you 
can kick back, order some local fare from 
nearby restaurants and enjoy the beer at its 
freshest. If whiskey or gin is more your thing, 
be sure to check out Few Spirits, the first 
distillery in the home of the Temperance 
Movement. You can tour the distillery and 
take home a souvenir or two. 


MORE INFO 


Check out: www.visitchicagonorthshore. 
com for more things to do and see! 


BLUR PARTIES 


ORTHWESTER 


premier hospitality tailgate 


[ ere 


For the third time, Blur Parties will be hosting a Husker pre-game event in 
Evanston for the Nebraska at Northwestern game on September 24, 2016. 
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day’s best games on HD TV's or listen to the DJ while enjoying the tailgate 
buffet, beer and wine! 
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Contact or email with questions. 


We look forward to cheering on the Huskers with you in Chicago! 


INDOR 


Nebraska 
Department of Roads 


www.roads.nebraska.gov 
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Oct. 15, 2016 


Bloomington is a classic college town, 
a blend of artsy and academic, youthful 
and intelligent, progressive but rooted in 
Midwestern culture and hospitality. It’s also 
the proud home of the Hoosiers, with a 
loyal fan base that is welcoming to visiting 
opponents. And it’s all set in a gorgeous 
setting of rolling hills, dense forests, and 
bright limestone. Arrive early and stay late 
after the football game to enjoy the Indiana 
University campus and the community. 
From one Big Red to another, welcome to 
Bloomington. . 


TRAVEL INFO 


Flying - Indianapolis International 
Airport is 50 minutes away, with several 
shuttle services to Bloomington. 

Driving - The distance between 
Bloomington, IN and Lincoln, NE is 662 
miles, which is roughly 10 hours. Hwy 37 
is a direct route from Indianapolis, though 


there is construction this fall so allow for 
extra time. Alternate routes include Hwy 
231 south to Hwy 46 east, or I-65 to Hwy 46 
west. 


DON'T MISS 


Downtown Bloomington - The IU 
campus flows right into the downtown 
area so theres a constant blend of students 
and locals. It’s filled with local restaurants, 
galleries, shops, and plenty of live music 
and theater. 

Nick's English Hut - This local bar has 
been a favorite of IU students and alumni 
for almost 90 years. Try the Stromboli 
sandwich, and play a round of Sink the Biz 
for the full experience. 

Local Drinks - There are four breweries, 
two wineries, and one _ distillery in 
Bloomington, and they’re all worth visiting. 
Upland Brewing Company and Oliver 
Winery also offer tours of their production 
facilities. 
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WELCOME TO BLOOMINGTON 


Local Food - There are over 100 
independent restaurants in Bloomington, 
with a variety of cuisine types so venture 
outside your comfort zone and try one 
(or two). A few ideas to get you started: 
Uptown Café (Cajun-American), Finch’s 
(French-American), Mother Bear's (pizza) 
and My Thai Café (Thai). 

Hoosier National Forest - October in 
Bloomington offers gorgeous foliage. Head 
to the Hoosier National Forest to take in the 
immense beauty of this area. Climb the fire 
tower for a truly epic view. 

Arts Plaza - The entire IU campus is 
a work of art, but the Eskenazi Museum 
of Art, Grunwald Gallery of Art, and Lilly 
Library feature amazing art and artifacts, 
and they're right next to each other, as well 
as the IU Auditorium. 


MORE INFO 


Check out: www.visitbloomington.com 
for more things to do and see! 


Ailied Jour 


& Travel 


Join us for exciting 


Husker game experiences! | 
vs. Northwestern Sept. 22-25 SOLD OUT - Taking Wait List Names - 


vs. Indiana Oct. 14-16 j }- 

vs. Wisconsin Oct. 27-30 , | 
vs. Ohio State Nov. 4-6 Includes Air Fare a / 
Pro Baseball Triple Play suty 19-22 = 
See 6 outstanding teams battle it out 3 home ballparks, KC Royals host “ 
Cleveland Indians, St. Louis Cardinals hosts San Diego Padres and Chicago 
White Sox host Detroit Tigers. - 
Tours Include: Round-trip Transportation, Hotel Accommodations, F 


Select Meals, Game Tickets, Some Touring, Professional Tour Director 


More Travel Opportunities! 


GRAND PINEAPPLE BEACH, JAMAICA PACKAGE 
7 Nights, All-Inclusive Land-Only Special Starting at $1,512 per person. 
Limited Time Offer—Phone for details. 


BARCELO PUNTA CANA, 7 Nights, All-Inclusive Land-Only 
Special Starting at $1,190 per person. Limited Time Offer—Phone 
for details. 


CANADA & NEW ENGLAND CRUISE, Sept. 16-24 Old World 


history & culture meet breathtaking natural sights! Airfare included. 


HAWAIIAN ISLANDS CRUISE 2017, 10 Nights (7 Nights 
Aboard Cruise Ship), Incl. Airfare. You are on an island each day of 
your cruise. Visit Oahu, Maui, Hilo, Kona, Kauai and Honolulu! 


CANYONLANDS & NATIONAL PARKS ADVENTURE, 
Sept. 7-16 Visit 5 national parks, including Arches, Capitol Reef, 
Bryce Canyon, Zion & Grand Canyon. 


15-27 California Gold Coast 

20-24 Route 66 Memories 

21-30 National Parks Adventure 

24-29 Spirit of Peoria River Cruise 

JULY 

11-23 Pacific Northwest Grandeur 

17-27 Canadian Rockies 

AUGUST 

22-28 Lake Superior North Shore 
SEPTEMBER 

7-16 Canyonlands & National Parks 

8-16 Mackinac Island & Door County 
13-18 Music, Heroes & Legends in Nashville 
16-24 Canada & New England Cruise 
18-29 New England Autumn 

20-26 California Zephyr Adventure 

30-Oct. 6 Colorado Rails & Aspen Trails 
30-Oct. 5 Norman Rockwell's New England 


For Reservations or Information Call or Email. . . 
Allied Tour & Travel @ AlliedTT.com @ 402.371.3840 or 800.672.1009 


INNDOR 


Nebraska 
Department of Roads 


www.roads.nebraska.gov 


Wisconsin 
Oct. 29, 2016 


Eyes on the Road and 
Hands on the Wheel 


Camp Randall Stadium: 80,321 
Madison, Wisconsin 


a sports bar called Pooley’s. It is located 
right off of |-39/90/94 at the Hwy 151 exit. 
Address is 5441 High Crossing Blvd, 53718. 
Lots of hotels by Pooley's as well. www. 
pooleysmadison.com . 


WELCOME TO MADISON 


Built on an isthmus between lakes 
Monona and Mendota, Madison is 
renowned for its beautiful four-season 
scenery. An energetic metropolis with 
more than 230,000 residents, Madison is 
Wisconsin's vibrant capital city boasting 
natural beauty, outdoor recreation, 
stimulating cultural offerings, distinctive 
restaurants and shops creating a destination 
that enriches those who live here and those 
that visit. 


TRAVEL INFO 


Flying - Dane County Regional 
Airport is 20 minutes away from Camp 
Randall Stadium, with shuttle and other 
transportation services available to 
Madison. 

Driving - The distance between Madison, 
WI and Lincoln, NE is 496 miles, which is 
roughly 8 hours. Shuttle buses run from 


DON’T MISS 


The Nitty Gritty (223 N. Frances St. 
Madison, 608.251.2521) - Birthdays, 
burgers, beer and great casual dining! 
A UW-Madison campus tradition for 
38 years, this restaurant is the perfect 
place to get ready for game day. www. 
nittygrittybirthdayplace.com 

Essen Haus German Restaurant (514 
E. Wilson St. Madison, 608.255.4674) 
Authentic German and American food. 
With live oompah music nightly, it’s a festive 
place to grab dinner or drinks after a great 
game. www.essen-haus.com 

Marigold (118 S. Pinckney St., Madison, 
608.661.5559) — This upbeat urban eatery 
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is a great spot for breakfast or lunch. It’s a 
great stop prior to going to the game. www. 
marigoldkitchen.com 

Monty's Blue Plate Diner (2089 Atwood 
Ave., Madison, 608.244.8505) — Grab a bite 
to eat at one of Madison's quintessential 
neighborhood diners; great food, great 
malts, and large vegetarian selection. A 
great place to get a diner breakfast with 
a Madison twist prior to the game. www. 
montysblueplatediner.com 

Relax at the Wisconsin Union (800 
Langdon St., Madison, 608.262.2263) - 
Experience UW-Madison at the Memorial 
Union Terrace. With views of the waterfront 
and Lake Mendota, listen to the many 
musical groups that perform onthe outdoor 
stage. In true Wisconsin dairy fashion, 
pick up an ice cream cone from Madison's 
trademark Babcock Dairy Ice Cream at the 
Daily Scoop located on the main floor of the 
Union. www.union.wisc.edu 


INDOR 


Nebraska 
Department of Roads 


INNDOR 


Nebraska 
Department of Roads 


www.roads.nebraska.gov 


Ohio State 
Nov. 5, 2016 


WELCOME TO COLUMBUS 


Columbus is well positioned to be one 
of the leading sports destinations in the 
United States. As the capital of Ohio and 
the 15th largest city in the United States, 
Columbus is located in the heart of the 
Midwest and within a day's drive of nearly 
half of the nation’s population. 


TRAVEL INFO 


Flying - Port Columbus International 
Airport is 10 minutes from downtown and 
is served by major airlines offering more 
than 140 daily nonstop departures to 32 
airports. 

Driving - Columbus is at the crossroads 
of interstates 70 (east-west) and 71 (north- 
south), which makes the city highly 
accessible by car. It is 814 miles (12 hours) 
between Lincoln, NE and Columbus, OH. 
There are free shuttles from the day-of- 
game parking lots west of the Olentangy 
River. The tailgating lots open at 5 a.m. 
on game days, and are first-come, first- 


served. There’s no specific visiting team 
area within the lots - so park anywhere 
and set up shop. 


DON'T MISS 


For a traditional (albeit a bit raucous) 
tailgate experience, head to the Varsity 
Club on Lane Avenue. It’s been a Buckeye 
must-go since it opened in 1959, and fans 
will arrive well before kickoff and stay until 
the wee hours. 

Spicy Bahama Mama at Schmidt's 
Sausage Haus - This is old-school Columbus 
right here. Schmidt's is known for its 
sausage and its cream puffs, but the very 
best thing on the menu is this spicy pork 
sausage. Garlic and cayenne lend a unique 
flavor, and a good smear of Schmidt's own 
mustard is the perfect accompaniment.. 

Tahiti Blondie at Sugardaddys 
Sumptuous Sweeties - This is the blondie 
(brownie without the cocoa) that beat 
Bobby Flay on his Food Network show 
Throwdown. These treats are laden with 
bits of coconut, pineapple, chocolate 
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Drivers and Workers 
Must Share the Roatl. 


chunks and cashews and every bit is gooey 
because the edges are trimmed off (and 
sold at the counter as “pocket change.’) 

Lamb Burger at Till Dynamic Fare - 
This burger, made of local Ohio lamb 
and topped with local chevre represents 
Till in one dish. The restaurant respects 
biodynamic practices, and elevates local 
ingredients above anything else. The result 
is a lamb burger that beats the best of the 
beef burgers around. 

The Little Bar is a great bar tailgating 
near the OSU campus; there's even a giant 
16-foot TV so you can keep up with the 
game. 

O Patio is conveniently located on High 
Street, this bar has a covered patio featuring 
a gas fire pit for cooler fall days. 

WNCI River Jam is a large tailgate on 
Lane Avenue featuring live music and food. 


MORE INFO 


Check out: www.experiencecolumbus. 
com and www.columbussports.org 


INNDOR 


Nebraska 
Department of Roads 


www.roads.nebraska.gov 


lowa 
Nov. 25, 2016 


For Current Road 


Conditions Dial ott 


Kinnick Stadium: 70,585 
lowa City, lowa 


1-80. 
DON’T MISS 


WELCOME TO IOWA CITY 


The home of the Hawkeyes may 
reside in lowa City, but there are two 
other communities that help makeup 
this great college town - Coralville 
and North Liberty. The University of 
lowa campus is known for its college 
atmosphere along with its classic 
game-day experience. 


TRAVEL INFO 


Flying - There are two airports you 
can fly into and then take ground 
transportation to lowa City. The 
Quad City International Airport is 
approximately 60 miles east of lowa 
City in Moline, Illinois. If you want 
something closer, then The Eastern 
lowa Airport is located in Cedar Rapids 
which is only 20 miles north. 

Driving - The distance between 
lowa City, IA and Lincoln, NE is 300 
miles, which is around 4 hours and 30 
minutes. It is an easy drive to make on 
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Melrose Avenue is lined with food 
and merchandise tents selling turkey 
legs, burgers, BBQ, tenderloins and all 
kinds of tailgate must-haves, plus all 
the black and gold apparel fans need. 

An easy way to get to Kinnick 
Stadium is to hop on the Hawkeye 
Express. The train is located minutes 
off of I-80 near the Coral Ridge Mall in 
nearby Coralville. Parking is free and 
the round-trip train service costs just 
$12 per person with children 12 and 
under riding for free. A trip to Kinnick 
Stadium is approximately a 10-minute 
ride. 

Wig & Pen Pizza Pub - If you want 
to try a local pizza favorite, this is the 
place. 

Mondo’s Reunion Brewery - This 
has the best of both worlds with a 
sports atmosphere combined with a 
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fine dining establishment. The menu 
features something for everyone. For 
dessert look for the oatmeal pie! 

Vine Tavern and Eatery - This place 
is known for its wings, TVs and sports 
fans. A great place to be before a 
football, but get there early as it fills 
up early! 

Short’s Burger and Shine - Hands 
down one of the best burger joints 
in town and maybe in the Midwest! 
Owned by former Hawkeye and NFL 
kicker Nate Kaeding. 

Gus’ Food & Spirits - An easy stop to 
get to off of I-80 before heading to the 
game would be Gus’. With plenty of TVs 
and a fabulous lowa pork tenderloin, 
you can’t go wrong here. 


MORE INFO 


To find more that lowa City has to 
offer as well as the communities of 
Coralville and North Liberty, log on to 
www.iowacitycoralville.org. 
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NU’S TOP 10 
TIGHT ENDS 


Story By Shane G. Gilster 
Photos Courtesy NU Media Relations 


Huskers Illustrated spotlights the top 
tight ends in Nebraska football history. 


Johnny Mitchell ¢ Junior Miller * Matt Herian * Tony Jeter ¢ 
Jamie Williams * Tracey Wistrom * Michael McNeill * Todd Millikan 
¢ Sheldon Jackson ¢ Jim McFarland 
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Top 10 TIGHT ENDS 


(1990-1991) 
6-3 / 250 
Chicago, IL 


of 


f } vst ) Mogg 


t 
a 
Mitchell was probably the best Tothet 


receiving tight end Nebraska ever 
had. On top of that, he was the most 
athletically gifted player to ever play 
for the Big Red. He only played two 
seasons, as he entered the NFL Draft 
after his sophomore season, so one 
has to wonder what he could have 
accomplished had he stayed another 
two years at Nebraska. But in his 
short stint in college, Mitchell was 

a touchdown machine, scoring 12 
times while catching only 42 career 
passes. He currently holds the tight 
end for most yards receiving in a 
game with 137. Just imagine if Tom- 
mie Frazier and the Husker offense 
had Mitchell in 1992 and 1993. 
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Johnny Mitchell's 
immense talent 
didn’t match his 

playing career 


very time I ask a former 
ERS from the early 1990s 

who was the best athlete they 
ever played with, they would all 
mention Johnny Mitchell. 

In fact, Mitchell is even men- 
tioned as one of the best in that cat- 
egory who ever wore the N on his 
helmet. He was just that freakish of 
a talent. 

“Put Johnny in any offense 
today and what do you think he 
would do?,” said Keithen McCant 
who was Mitchell’s quarterback 
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in 1991. “He could run like 
a deer, catch everything and 
could throw the football just 
as good left handed as right. I 
don’t care what era he would 
have played in; he was a tal- 
ent.” 

Mitchell’s talent was God- 
given. It was raw but made 
naturally on a farm in Missis- 
sippi where he was raised by 
his grandparents. 

“IT lived by Tchula, Mis- 
sissippi which is in Holmes 
County,” Mitchell said. “My 
dad is from there and my mom 
is from Brooklyn, New York. 
They were very young when 
they had me so I was raised 
with my grandparents. I grew 
up on a farm so I did a lot of 
chores and raised crops...it 
was hard work.” 

For Mitchell, growing up 
in the deep south was simple. 
It was about taking care of the 
family first and foremost. 

“My grandparents had 22 
children and we lived in an 
old slave house,” he said. ““We 
were poor and didn’t care too 
much about education because 
my grandfather didn’t even 
have a first grade education 
and my grandmother only had 
a second grade one. For them 
what meant more was what 
was feeding us on the farm.” 

It wasn’t until Mitchell 
moved to Chicago to be with 
his parents that his talent be- 
came noticed by the football 
coaches at Simeon high school. 

“When I went to Chicago, I 
was 14-15 years old. My high 
school football coaches would 
line me up on the defensive 
side of the ball and just say 
“Get the quarterback Country’. 
My nickname in high school 
was ‘Country’. They just put 
me anywhere on the field. I 
even kicked and punted,” he 
said. 

In his three years of orga- 


“My grandparents had 22 children and we lived in an old slave 
house. We were poor and didn’t care too much about education 
because my grandfather didn’t even have a first grade education 
and my grandmother only had a second grade one. For them what 
meant more was what was feeding us on the farm.” - Johnny Mitchell 


nized football, Mitchell was 
Simeon’s starting tight end as 
a sophomore, tailback as a ju- 
nior, and then back to tight end 
as a senior in 1988. 

It was in his final year of 
high school that Mitchell’s 
production as a receiver really 
took off. He caught 84 passes 
for 923 yards, earning all-state 
honors. Colleges from across 
the country recruited this raw 
but talented athlete. The Uni- 
versity of Miami was one of 
the top football programs in the 
country and offered Mitchell a 
scholarship to play tight end. 

“I committed to Miami be- 
cause of the lures of it and 
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Jimmy Johnson had his system 
down which is why all those 


great players went there,” 
Mitchell said. 
But the dream to play 


in South Florida, wasn’t to 
be. Mitchell wasn’t able to 
sign with the Hurricanes as 
he didn’t qualify under the 
NCAA’s Proposition 48 guide- 
lines. So Miami had to drop 
him on Signing Day. 

But there was another team 
waiting in the wings for Mitch- 
ell. Nebraska had a good con- 
nection in the Chicago area as 
its defensive coordinator Char- 
lie McBride was from there 
and recruited it. 


“IT remember I was in Vir- 
ginia at that time recruiting a 
junior college wide receiver 
and coach McBride called me 
to tell me what happened to 
Johnny,” said then NU receiv- 
ers coach Ron Brown. 

“I flew to Chicago and 
visited with Johnny and his 
high school coach Al Scott. I 
couldn’t believe this extremely 
gifted athlete would want leave 
the South Side of Chicago to 
come to Lincoln, Nebraska. 
He would have to sit out a year 
while taking on a job and get 
academically qualified. But 
that’s what he wanted to do so 
that said a lot about his deter- 
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mination.” 

Brown — successfully _ re- 
cruited Mitchell and if he sat 
out a year and got academi- 
cally qualified, then he would 
be a part of the 1990 recruit- 
ing class. He and running back 
Derek Brown, who was also in 
the same situation, would both 
qualify in 1989 and were key 
contributors for the Huskers 
as true freshmen the following 
year. 

“From watching his high 
school film, it was clear John- 
ny was somebody who needed 
to have the ball so there was no 
question to have him play tight 
end. I think we got him the ball 
12 times as a freshman and 
seven of those times he scored 
a touchdown,” Brown said. 

Mitchell caught eleven 
passes for 282 yards and added 
one rush for 17 yards. His 25.6 
yards per catch set a school 
record and tied one with his 
seven touchdown receptions. 
He was a first-team All-Big 
Eight performer as well as the 
conference’s freshman offen- 
sive player-of-the-year. In the 
Citrus Bowl against Georgia 
Tech, Mitchell set an NU bowl 
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record with 138 yards receiv- 
ing. 

Entering that 1990 season, 
Chris Garrett and William 
Washington shared the No. 1 
spot at tight end. But Garrett 
suffered an injury in the fourth 
game and was lost for the rest 
of the season. So that opened 
the door for Mitchell as Garrett 
was NU’s best receiving threat 
at that position. 

Garrett watched from the 
sidelines as this true freshman 
began to make a name for him- 
self in conference play. 

“He was a matchup prob- 
lem from hell,” Garrett said. “I 
would have hated to coach and 
try to plan a defense for him. 
He could outrun pretty much 
every defensive back he came 
across and he was bigger and 
stronger than most lineback- 
ers.” 

While Mitchell was doing 
his thing as a receiver, Wash- 
ington continued his work as 
one of the Huskers’ top block- 
ers. 

“We had a great tight end 
duo with Mitchell and Wash- 
ington,” Brown said. “William 
was a tremendous blocker and 
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“Johnny was the type of guy that would light up 
the room. He liked to talked but everybody loved 
him. He spoke from the heart. If you can talk and 
back it up, | was all for it and it wasn’t detrimen- 
tal to the team. You want a guy who was honest 
and Johnny was a confident individual. | remem- 
ber Coach Osborne would just laugh at Johnny’s 
comments sometimes.” - Keithen McCant 


technician but wasn’t the re- 
ceiver that Johnny was.” 

But it wasn’t that Mitchell 
was a bad blocker. Back then, 
Nebraska’s offense needed ev- 
eryone to block effectively in 
order to make their rushing at- 
tack go. So you had to be able 
to block otherwise you didn’t 
see the field. 

“If you would compare his 
blocking to mine, you would 
see the difference just the 
same as there was no compari- 
son between us as receivers,” 
Washington said. “He had the 
biggest, strongest hands I have 
ever seen on a man in my life. 
They were like catcher’s mitts. 
He was a running back in a 
tight end’s body. He had more 
natural ability than I had and 


great hand-eye coordination 
which I didn’t have. Johnny’s 
forte was to make big plays in 
receiving.” 

Making a big impact as a re- 
ceiver was exactly what Mitch- 
ell continued to do as a sopho- 
more in 1991. 

With defenses now well 
aware of this young Husker 
tight end, Mitchell’s receiving 
average (17.2) and touchdowns 
(5) were down from the year 
before but he almost tripled his 
receptions (31) and doubled 
his receiving yards (534). 

Nebraska’s new _ starting 
quarterback played a big part 
in the rise in the number of tar- 
gets and yards Mitchell got. 

It was McCant’s first sea- 
son as the starter, but became 


a first-team All-Big Eight per- 
former and the conference’s 
offensive player of the year. 
With someone like that run- 
ning the offense, Mitchell’s 
stock soared. He again was an 
All-Big Eight first-team pick 
but was also a third-team All- 
American. 

Mitchell developed a repu- 
tation as a confident player and 
his play matched his talk. There 
was a bravado and brashness 
when he spoke which Nebras- 
ka’s opponents did not like but 
his teammates appreciated. 

“Johnny was the type of guy 
that would light up the room. 
He liked to talked but every- 
body loved him,” McCant 
said. “He spoke from the heart. 
If you can talk and back it up, I 
was all for it and it wasn’t detri- 
mental to the team. You want a 
guy who was honest and John- 
ny was a confident individual. 
I remember Coach Osborne 
would just laugh at Johnny’s 
comments sometimes.” 

McCant felt lucky to have a 
weapon like Mitchell to throw 
to. 

“He was one of the best 
players I ever played with,” 
McCant said “Who wouldn’t 
like throwing to somebody like 
that? He could run a 44 in the 
40-yard dash and he was al- 
ways open if you asked him. In 
the huddle he would tell me he 
was open no matter how many 
guys were covering him. He 
could go up and get that ball. 
Sometimes if you are comfort- 
able with a guy you just have to 
throw it up there and have him 
make a play.” 

Probably no better example 
of Mitchell doing just that 
came on a cold and wet day in 
1991 against Oklahoma. With 
Nebraska trailing 14-10 early 
in the fourth quarter, and NU 
facing a third and five from 
the Oklahoma 46, McCant 
went back to pass but the ball 
slipped out of his hands and 
bounced back up to him off the 
turf. McCant had to get rid of 


it in a hurry so he looked for 
Mitchell and just threw it up 
for him. 

Even though Mitchell was 


doubled-team, the 6-foot-3, 
250-pounder went up between 
the two Sooner defenders and 
snatched the ball away for a 
28-yard gain. He was ABC’s 
player of the game due to his 
seven-catch, 137-yard perfor- 
mance. 

“Tt didn’t matter the weath- 
er, he had some of his best 
games in the most miserable 
conditions like against Okla- 
homa,” Brown said. “When 
there was a contested ball in 
the air, Johnny would always 
come down with it, his hands 
were so strong and his concen- 
tration so great.” 

After the Orange Bowl 
game that season, Mitchell let 
Brown and the Husker coaches 
know he was thinking about 
forgoing his final two years of 
college football and enter the 
NFL Draft. 

“T remember Coach Osborne 
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always wanted to have a con- 
ference call with an NFL gen- 
eral manager if one of his play- 
ers was thinking about leaving 
early to enter the draft. So we 
chose the New York Jets. That 
GM told Johnny he thought he 
was a year early and that he 
probably should stay in college 
for another year,” Brown said. 

Even with that advice, 
Brown and Osborne didn’t 
want to talk Mitchell out of go- 
ing pro if he was going to be 
a sure-fire first round pick. But 
it was his socioeconomic situa- 
tion with his family that would 
be the deciding factor. 

“My grandfather got sick 
and I had a choice to make 
whether to stay in college or 
go pro and be able to help him 
and my grandmother,” Mitch- 
ell said. “My gift was my 
curse because I was so great 
at playing a sport that I moved 
too fast. I had so much talent 
and was gifted that I probably 
could have played profession- 


ally right out of high school. 
But I didn’t have the maturity 
to match and that was my big- 
gest challenge in life.” 

Brown agreed that Mitch- 
ell didn’t have the maturity 
but he also said his ego was 
too strong. “The agents were 
hovering around him, people 
were in his ear, and for a kid 
who was as confident and out- 
spoken as Johnny was, it was 
difficult for him to even con- 
template that he wasn’t ready 
for the NFL,” he said. 

So Mitchell declared for the 
1992 NFL Draft and later went 
No. 15 overall to the New York 
Jets, the same organization that 
Nebraska contacted to give 
Mitchell the advice to stay in 
school. 

“We called the GM of the 
Jets and asked him what was 
the deal. He said that if they 
didn’t draft Johnny somebody 
else would have and they 
didn’t want to have to play 
against him,” Brown said. 

New York City was the last 
place Mitchell should have 
gone. Being immature with a 
big ego does not translate well 
with all the glitz and glamour 
of a city like that. 

“I went to the biggest media 
market in the world and I got 
caught up in all of that,” Mitch- 
ell said. “I forgot all about 
football. I was modeling, doing 
commercials, and dating a lot 
of actresses and models.” 

Brown remembers telling 
Mitchell, “The taller the build- 
ing the deeper the foundation. 
If you want to do a tall order, 
do great things, you need to 
build a foundation first. The 
Lord wants to build maturing 
and character in your life so 
that you would be able to han- 
dle that greatness.” 

“But I think Johnny was so 
enamored with just the great- 
ness that there were some 
things that were left behind. 
He was a good character kid 
but his issues had to deal with 
football and social maturity. 
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It was especially hard for him 
being in New York City as the 
first round draft pick of the 
Jets,’ Brown said. 

Mitchell had a good but not 
great NFL career. He played 
five NFL seasons (four the 
Jets) and finished with 159 
catches for 2,103 yards and 16 
touchdowns. 

His best season came in his 
third year in 1994 when he had 
almost 750 yards receiving 
on 58 catches and four touch- 
downs. But Mitchell never be- 
came the type of player with 
a career most envisioned him 
having. 

“If I had developed my tal- 
ent, I could have easily been a 
Hall of Famer. What messed 
me up was listening to people 
who told me how much talent 
I had instead of developing it.” 

He also lost the desire for 
the game he was born to play. 

“I didn’t have any more de- 
sire for football and since I was 
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married at the time to my wife 
who was from Brazil and had 
three children, I built a house 
down in South America. I fell 
in love with living abroad.” 

But Mitchell didn’t stop be- 
ing around the game of foot- 
ball. He was a studio analyst 
for BBC Sports Radio, Sky 
NFL TV and ESPN Brazil. He 
also discovered he had knack 
for coaching and was able to 
be the head coach for the Cori- 
tiba Crocodiles in Brazil. He 
guided them to the National 
Football Championship, com- 
pleting a three-year stint. 

After a decade and a half 
living in seven different coun- 
tries, Mitchell moved back to 
the United States with his wife 
and infant son. He would like 
to get a coaching job here, that 
is why he is back in Lincoln 
working on getting his degree 
at the University of Nebraska. 

“One thing I remember 
about Nebraska is they are 
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some of the greatest people 
on this planet. And one of the 
greatest men from the state is 
Tom Osborne. He is even one 
of the best I have ever come 
across in my life, and that’s in- 
cluding billionaires and presi- 
dents.” 

Mitchell said he would love 
to be a part of the Nebraska 
football program again in some 
capacity. One thing he men- 
tioned was to be able to work 
with a player alumni program. 
“Something that brings back 
former players and gives them 
access to the guys on the team 
to talk and help educate them 
on the tradition and champion- 
ships that Nebraska has had in 
the past.” 

Thee 45-year old Mitchell 
could be a great asset to NU. It 
would also give him a chance 
to help the Huskers become a 
championship contender again, 
something he could have been 
a part of as a player. 


“IT have all the regrets for 
leaving Nebraska early. If I 
would have stayed at Nebraska 
for another two years, I could 
have finished my degree, been 
All-American, and maybe 
would have helped us win a 
national championship as a se- 
nior,” he said. 

An extra two years at Ne- 
braska might have also de- 
veloped Mitchell into a more 
well-rounded person on and 
off the football field, preparing 
him for an NFL career which 
ended prematurely. 

“My gift was my curse be- 
cause if you don’t develop 
your gift then you will lose it 
and it will become your curse 
because then you will be in 
agony within and saddened by 
your lost,” Mitchell lamented. 
“But with me seeing the world, 
I spiritually have built a solid 
foundation, and I thank God 
I have a second chance to get 
back into football.” 


Top 10 TIGHT ENDS 


(1977-79) 
6-4 / 222 
Midland, TX 


Miller was an imposing player from his 
tight end position. A first-team All-American 
in 1979, and two-time All-Big 8 selection, he 
holds the tight end receiving record for yards 
in a season (560). Miller led the team in 
touchdown catches both his junior (6) and se- 
nior seasons (7) and was basically NU’s only 
scoring threat in the passing game. Miller 
is still considered by some as the best tight 
end Nebraska ever produced and his stats and 
honors back that claim up. 
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THE PROTOTYPE 


TIGHT END 


Matt Herian possessed 
the ability to have been 
the best ever at Nebraska 


Story by Shane G. Gilster * Photos Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Nebraska has had a history of great tight ends. In an offense that 
was run-oriented, this position was one of the most important, not 
only in the run game, but in the pass game, especially on play-action 
passes. 

Husker tight end greats Junior Miller, Johnny Mitchell, Todd Mil- 
liken, Tracy Wistrom and Mike McNeill all brought attention to that 
position. 

But there was one player who could have been the best ever at 
NU, if not for an injury that caused him to miss an entire season. As 
a result, that player was never quite the same when he returned for 
his final year in 2006. 

“T think I could have been,” Matt Herian simply said when asked 
if he could have been one of the best tight ends ever at NU. 

At 6-5 and 245 pounds, Herian was a wide receiver playing tight 
end. He still holds the tight end career receiving record for yards 
gained with 1,243 on 65 receptions. Herian also tied the tight end 
record for receptions in a game with eight. 

Just imagine what those numbers could have been and the other 
records he could have set if he had remained healthy and worry-free 
to play in Bill Callahan’s West Coast offense. 

The injury happened against Missouri in 2004. It was Callahan’s 
first season as the head coach, and Herian was on his way to his best 
season at NU, already with 24 catches, 308 yards and three touch- 
downs. 

“We were running an outside running play with Cory Ross,” He- 
rian remembered. “I was blocking and saw Cory running behind 
me...a defender rolled off him and into my leg.” It was a tough rehab 
for Herian, who had surgery the same day he got hurt. He later un- 
derwent another surgery and had a new rod inserted. But the hardest 
part of the rehab was the mental part. 

“T could do the same things as before, but had trouble getting my 
confidence back again,” he said.“It took me about half a year before I 
realized I was OK and got over my tentativeness. It probably looked 
worse than it did because I wasn’t getting the touches as before the 
injury.” 

Because of the injury, Herian had to redshirt in 2005, and when he 
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came back in 2006, he wasn’t the same player and wasn’t a huge part of the passing game. 

He saw his production cut in half in both receptions and yards. According to Herian, the Husker offense 
evolved in another direction and other receivers were getting the ball. It was a harsh reality for a player who 
had been a game-changer at the tight end position. 

That started during his high school days at Pierce (Neb.) High School.As a senior, Herian caught 38 
passes for 786 yards and 10 touchdowns. He also played linebacker, totaling 76 tackles and three intercep- 
tions, and punted for a 36.9-yard average. 

He was a three-time Class C-1 all-state selection, and led Pierce to the state playoffs all four years. He 
had 24 career touchdown receptions and 2,386 receiving yards. 

A great athlete, he ran a 10.7 in the 100 meters, had a vertical jump of 37 inches, and was an all-state 
basketball player who averaged 15 points and nine rebounds a game as a starting center for the Bluejays. 

“T was recruited to play basketball by some Division I schools,” Herian said. “In football, Nebraska, 
Iowa, Iowa State, Purdue were my top four. Tennessee, Notre Dame, Oklahoma also sent me letters.’’But it 
was the Iowa schools that intrigued him the most. 

“Kirk Ferentz was turning things around at Iowa. I camped at Iowa State, and their head coach Dan Mc- 
Carney almost sold me on the place in Ames.Both those schools also interested me because they had a more 
balanced offense than Nebraska. They fit my skill set a little more,” Herian said. 

Nebraska and lead recruiter Dan Young offered Herian during the summer before his senior season, and 
told Herian they were going to throw the ball more on offense. 

That is what he wanted to hear, and he committed to the Huskers before his high school football season 
started. Herian thought he was going to redshirt in his first year, as he needed to put on a few more pounds 
and get bigger. 

But NU wanted a tight end who could get downfield and take the safeties out of the way for the other 
receivers, and Herian was the guy who could do it. 

“When I got to Nebraska, we still had the traditional run offense with Frank Solich as head coach,” He- 
rian said. “You had to block, and if you got lucky you could catch a long pass on play-action. When they 
recruited me, I think they were looking at becoming a more balanced offense. Coach (Ron) Brown was my 
coach, so if you weren’t going to block, you were not going to play very much.” 

Herian’s big-play ability was evident in his stats, as he caught seven balls for 301 yards, with four touch- 
downs. He averaged a gaudy 43 yards per catch, and when he caught one of those bombs from quarterback 
Jammal Lord, there wasn’t a defender around to catch him. 

“Jammal threw a good deep ball...it was definitely catchable,” Herian said. “He was better throwing deep 
than short or intermediate passes.” 

Herian described Lord as the best athlete on the team that year. 

“He was a good leader of the offense and in the huddle...he was fun to play with. If you look at his stats, 
he wasn’t very far off from the Nebraska quarterbacks who people think were the best. But you need to win 
games and championships to be recognized like that.” 

In Herian’s sophomore season in 2003, he and Lord formed a nice pass/catch tandem. Herian led the 
team in receptions, yards and touchdowns, and even though Lord wasn’t regarded as a great passer, Herian 
was able to have his best season in terms of receiving yards with almost 500. 

“T had deceptive speed because I had longer strides,” Herian said. “The play-action passes helped you 
get open....when you run the ball so much as we did, the safeties would come up to help on run support, and 
when they hesitated it would take me only one step and I would beat them down the field.” 

Herian was a semifinalist for the John Mackey Award, given to the nation’s top tight end, and was named 
first-team All-Big 12 by the league’s coaches. Then the injury happened the following year, and Herian was 
left with what might have been. But there was one bright spot from his final season in 2006, as he caught 
a 13-yard touchdown pass in the Huskers’ season-opening win over Louisiana Tech. He also had 61 yards 
receiving, and passed Wistrom to become NU’s all-time receiving yardage record holder among tight ends. 

Before the injury, it looked like Herian would be a sure-fire NFL draft pick, as he possessed all the at- 
tributes needed to be a successful tight end at the next level. But teams questioned his potential due to the 
leg injury, so Herian signed a free agent contract with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

“T went down there for all their off-season workouts and was having a good preseason camp,” Herian 
said. “But I strained my Achilles tendon and hurt my calf muscle, and after the last preseason game I got 
released.” 

He came back to Lincoln to rehab, hoping to get another shot, but didn’t hear from another team after 
that. It wasn’t an appropriate ending for a player that some compared to NFL star Dallas Clark. 

“Tf I hadn’t gotten hurt, I probably could have still been playing the NFL,” Herian said confidently. “In 
the NFL, you see that teams have two or three tight ends. I could block when I had too, but was the best at 
running routes as a receiver.” 
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Top 10 TIGHT ENDS ———— 


#3 Matt Herian 


If Herian hadn’t gotten injured as a junior, he could have been 
tops on this list. But a leg injury curtailed his rise to stardom 
and after a year and a half of rehabilitation he was a shadow of 
his former shelf both in ability and production. Herian became a 
big-play threat as a true freshman, setting the NU freshman record 
for receiving yards in a season with 301, and averaged 43 yards 
per catch. As a sophomore he became a first-team All-Big 12 pick 
after almost 500 yards receiving, which nearly broke the tight 
end position record. Herian still holds two NU tight end records — 
receptions in a game (8) and career receiving yards (1,243). 
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(1963-65) 
6-3 / 225 
Weirton, WV 


Jeter’s stats won’t wow 
you - only caught 38 balls 
and scored one touchdown 
- but he played both offense 
and defense, starting in 33 
consecutive games. A first- 
team All-Big Eight selec- 
tion in 1964 and 1965 along 
with All-American honors 
in ’65, Jeter was NU’s first 
African-American athlete to 
be an academic All-Amer- 
ican. Jeter may not have 
been a true tight end when 
he played, but would rival 
anyone on this list in terms 
of ability; he just didn’t 
play in an offense that 
threw the ball very much. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 169 


Top 10 TIGHT ENDS 


tT FEDERAL LINCOLN 


(1980-82) 
6-5 / 230 
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Even though Williams had a better ee ae AA A» " 
professional career than he did in a 
college, he still was a big weapon ys 
for NU teams that won the Big Eight ' os 
in 1981 and 1982. He was utilized —_ : a are 8 
more as a blocking tight end for the ‘ay. ‘' 
Huskers and finished his career with | ns 
44 catches for 516 yards and seven 9 7 - : a 
touchdowns. A first-team All-Big oo,'.'.’.’,’.’ ie’, 
Eight player as a junior and senior, a - 
Williams helped pave the way for ‘ > 
the Huskers to have the number one = _ - 
rushing offense in the country in aa 
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Tor 10 TIGHT ENDS 


#6 Tracey Wistrom 


(1997-2000) 
6-5 / 240 
Webb City, MO. 


A favorite target of quarter- 
back Eric Crouch, Wistrom is 
second on NU’s all-time tight 
end receiving yardage list. He 
is tied for first amongst tight 
ends with three touchdowns in 
a game. A two-time All-Big 12 
pick and third-team All-Ameri- 
can in 2000, Wistrom could have 
been a much more decorated 
player if he had played in today’s 
era of passing offenses. But he 
is still looked at and considered 
one of the best tight ends Ne- 
braska has ever had. 
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McNeill compares favorably to 
Matt Herian in terms of receiving 
ability. As a sophomore he caught an 
NU record 32 passes for 442 yards 
and six touchdowns. That bettered 
Johnny Mitchell’s 31 in 1991 and 
was one touchdown away from 
Mitchell’s then record of seven. 
McNeill also has the Nebraska career 
receptions record (82). As a senior, 
he moved to wide receiver in order 
to bolster that position for NU, but in 
doing so, started only four games and 
scored only one touchdown. Regard- 
less of the position switch, McNeill 
excelled in his previous two seasons, 
which is why he is on this list. 
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If you are looking for a tight end who made his receptions count, then 
look no further than Todd Millikan. He is the Husker tight end record 
holder for touchdowns in a career (14). As a senior he caught only 16 
passes but seven of them were touchdowns, including an 82-yarder which 
is a Nebraska tight end record. That type of efficiency got him selected on 
the All-Big Eight first-team as a senior when he led NU in receiving and 
caught seven touchdowns. Compared to other Husker tight ends on this 
list, Millikan didn’t look like a difference maker at tight end, but he just 
had a knack for the big play. 
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(1985-1988) 
6-3 / 245 
Shenandoah, IA 
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Top 10 TIGHT ENDS 


=Idon Jackson 


(1995-98) 
6-4 / 245 
Diamond Bar, CA 


Jackson is probably the 
most underrated tight end in 
Husker history. He played 
during a time when NU won 
two national championships 
and was overshadowed by 
other great players on the 
team. In his first three years, 
Jackson was in the tight end 
rotation but only started three 
games. So why should he be 
named here? Because in his 
final year, he showed what he 
was capable of when given 
a chance to play alot. Asa E 7 
senior in 1998, Jackson started 
all 12 games. He was named 
a second-team All-American 
and a first-team All-Big 12 
choice. He caught 19 passes 
for 343 yards and four touch- 
downs that season. 
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#10 Jim McFarland 


McFarland played at a time when Nebraska was on the verge of be- 
coming a national power.A former walk-on, McFarland worked his way 
on the field in his last two years and eventually became an All-American 
and All-Conference caliber player for the Big Red in 1969. He had over 
400 yards receiving and was second on the team inreceptions that season. 
Husker fans love to see walk-ons succeed, especially if they are Nebraska 
kids. So it was great to be able to include McFarland on this list. 
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iW A Stroll Down Rasmussen Road With 


JAN BERRINGER 


Mother of Nebraska football player Brook Berringer 


Column by Butch Rasmussen ¢ SISUR photo by Jimmy Rash ¢ Huskers Illustrated Archives 


“T thought youd like to see 
this.” 

It was a message from Jan 
Berringer, Brook’s Mom, shar- 
ing some good news about The 
Brook Berringer Citizenship 
Team. At the spring game, 
a record number of 65 Ne- 
braska athletes were named to 
this honorary team based on 
how much they have reached 
out to the community, follow- 
ing the example set by Brook 
through the Life Skills pro- 
gram at the university. 

Click Here! 

But let’s take a step back. 
This story is about Brook. 
This story is about tragedy. 
This story is about setting 
an example — an everlasting 
example — for thousands of 
young athletes. 

This story is about the Life 
Skill’s program, energized by 
the legendary Tom Osborne, 
just another program such as 
his and wife Nancy’s Team- 
mates program which seeks 
to nurture and develop and 
positively impact young lives, 
and will live on and do good 
things long after the Berringer 
and Osborne names are only 
precious memories. 

Brook Berringer was an 
NFL quality quarterback who 
when called on to step up, did 
so in a big way and led the 
Huskers to a national champi- 
onship in 1994. 

I don’t have to get into an 
extended reminder to readers 
of the story of Brook’s demise 
in the crash of the light plane 
he was piloting on April 18, 
1996. 

Under Tom Osborne’s lead- 
ership the University of Ne- 


braska athletic program has 
developed one of the most ex- 
tensive Life Skills programs in 
the country. Translated, this 
is a program with a focus on 
guiding young athletes in the 
direction of developing char- 
acter, integrity and leadership 
skills while giving back to the 
community in a number of 
productive ways such as hos- 
pital visits and School is Cool 
programs. 

Keith Zimmer does a mas- 
terful job directing the pro- 
gram for the athletic depart- 
ment. 

After Brook’s death, the 
athletic department named a 
group of its athletes every year 
to the Brook Berringer Citi- 
zenship Team in Brook’s hon- 
or which is announced prior 
to the start of every spring 
football game with awards 
presented by Jan. She thought 
over the 20 years since Brook's 
death that the numbers might 
fall back as Brook’s memory 
faded. In the beginning it was 
15 or 20. 

She’s been pleased to find 
every year the number of 
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players who qualify for the 
Brook Berringer Citizenship 
Team have increased, but this 
year it more than doubled 
from 32 last year to 65. 

Zimmer says many current 
players are inspired to give 
more of their time because of 
the example set before them 
by Brook. 

“His impact is forever last- 
ing? Zimmer told me in an 
exchange some time back. He 
said Brook was always avail- 
able to take on these pleasant 
activities. Zimmer said Brook 
was “charismatic, approach- 
able and humble and made 
everyone feel welcome with 
his contagious smile.“ 

Everlasting is right. I’ve 
seen pictures of Brook on 
YouTube of him walking into 
a grade school gymnasium 
with the hand of a child on 
each side for a presentation 
on School is Cool. 

Ive seen a photo of him 
standing at a hospital bed 
holding the hand of a person 
who was not able to stand in 
order to greet him. 

Jan told me at times when 


he was on the road and had 
a couple hours to spare, hed 
stop at a hospital and ask if 
there was anyone who would 
like to talk with a Cornhusker 
football player. 

Now at the spring game, 65 
players had stepped up and 
had learned from Brook’s ex- 
ample and had touched Jan’s 
heart as she stood there on 
the field among them with 
her daughter and four of her 
grandchildren. 

And Jan shared more than 
that with me in her email: 

“T got along pretty well at 
the spring game,’ she said, 
“but this was tough.” Then 
she shared the following 
comments from fans that 
were passed on to her by the 
university after the Omaha 
World-Herald asked, “What 
does Brook Berringer’s legacy 
mean to you?” 

ll pause here for you to get 
a box of tissues. 

“IT can't wait until my kids 
are old enough to watch [the 
BIN documentary] Unbeat- 
en and understand just how 
much Brook means to this 
state.” 

“Heart of a Champion. Self- 
less. Tougher than nails yet a 
gentle giant. Will never for- 
get that Wyoming game. The 
hit he took was massive. He 
pressed on; punctured lung 
and all. Oh what he could 
have taught the ‘Johnny Foot- 
balls’ in the NFL” 

“Such a great role model for 
our youth, then and today. I'll 
never forget him and the way 
he represented our state.” 

“I only met Brook once, 
but he was one of the kindest 


Above: The Brook Berringer Citizenship Team was established by the Husker football program in honor of former Nebraska quarterback 
Brook Berringer, who died in a plane crash in April of 1996. Berringer was a member of NU's back-to-back national championship teams in 
1994 and 1995. Berringer was also one of the most dedicated Husker volunteers in the community with youth, both in Nebraska and in his 
hometown of Goodland, Kan. The team honors players who display a similar love and dedication for volunteering in the community through 
Nebraska's nationally recognized Life Skills program. The 2016 team includes a five-time honoree in 2015 senior lineman Chris Long, and a 
four-time selection in Lane Hovey, a receiver on the 2015 team. Senior tight end Trey Foster, junior offensive lineman Dwayne Johnson Jr., 
junior offensive lineman David Knevel, senior kicker Spencer Lindsay, senior running back Graham Nabity and junior linebacker Chris Weber 
are being honored for a third time. Left: Jan Berringer, former Nebraska coach Tom Osborne and other family members have remained a part 


of the program since Brook's death more than 20 years ago. Below: Brook Berringer takes off with the ball against Colorado. 


souls I’ve ever come across in 
the game of football. He was 
a man I could hold up to my 
children as someone to look 
up to and to emulate.” 

“Remember him as a true 
message of what [Nebraska] is 
all about: respect, honor, and 
kindness for other teams , and 
people in general. His life was 
short but his purpose lives on 
through his memories.” 

Jan, I can understand how 
you couldn't keep it all to- 
gether. There were so many 
superlatives I couldn't read all 
of them, so I decided to just 
share the best, but all of them 
were the best so I wrote until I 
ran out of space. 

I loved the one by the guy 
who after praising Brook 
wrote: “.. THAT’S why there's 
a statue of a mostly-backup 
QB outside Memorial Sta- 
dium with the great Tom Os- 
borne.” 

You have a thousand rea- 
sons to be very proud, my 
friend. 
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